












































Conlinued from page 15

he first annual Russian River May Wine Fest at Healdshurg,

California was held on the Plaza in 1972. Since it was the first,
the organizing committee decided the affair would be local, small and
informal. The bread, cheese and gourmet food hooths were used by
Shoffeitt, Hickory Farms, Geyser Peak Winery, Molinari and Son
Salami and Sausages, Marin Cheese, Bulils Bakery and Garrett
Hardware. The wineries, Trentadue, Martini and Prati, ltalian Swiss,
Simi, Korbel, Windsor, Foppiano, Pedroncefli and Cambiase served over
3,000 tastings.

The next vear the Wine Fest expanded to 11 wineries under chair-
men Fred Haley and Bob Mascherini. French bread, cheese and sala-
mi were served and entertainment was continuous.

The Bicentennial year, the 5th annual Wine Fest, had 15 wineries
and nearly 10,000 tickets were purchased Lo taste wine,

In May 1978 the Chamber of Commerce was assisted by the Russian
River Wine Road. The largest crowd of the 7-year-eld event, 6,000,
had taste choices from 21 wineries, musical entertainment and street
dancing, craft booths, snacks and full lunches. Special Wine Fest T-

Shirts designed by Healdshurg artist Kathy Birdsong were sold and
fogo wine glasses were used for tastings.

In 1979 over 6,000 people showed up and consumed 2,161 bottles
of wine. When the 8,000 tickets were sold, the Chamber members
went 1o the wineries’ booths and recycled 1,000 more ! The Chamber
and Wine Road grossed $16,000 from ticket sales, glasses and t-shirts,
about $2,000 more than 1978. This event looked to be a “keepes™ !

Cuneonnua

t was during this time that Healdsburg celebrated its Centennial.

1967 saw a number of planned activities during the ten days of the
celehration, August 19 through August 27. Such diverse activities as
sidewalk sales 10 Whiskerino contests to talent and drama shows to
Warm Spring Dam groundbreaking ceremonies, parade, soccer
match, swim meet and ski and boat show as well as the reading of the
city charter and a short history of the city by then Mayor Doug Badger.

The period of 1960 to 1980 was a period of transition for
Healdsburg (see Marie Shobe’s article in this issue of the Recorder).
However, the residents, for entertainment, focused on continuing and
enjoying traditional projects and programs,
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