
































Contined from page 11

she doesn’t know me, but 1 think she’s connected to my house on Grant Street
in Healdsburg.” Wally told me that Peggy was the former wife of Pat Dennes,
Jr., who grew up in the house with his sister Nancy.

Later, [ talked to Peggy on the phone. “Who are Diane Keegan
and Donna Peterson?” | asked. “They're my twin daughicers and the grand-
daughters of Pat and Bess Dennes,” Peagy replied. [ invited the three of them
to my house for tea and cookies, and was thrilled when they accepted. 1n a
three hour visit, they took me through the house, peinting to things they
remembered, telling me that their grandmother, Bess, had also had Baver pot-
tery in the built-in hutch. The same type of hlack rotary telephone was in the
same ptace. They found it cerie that U had many pieces of furniture similar to
those of their grandparents, and in the same places, too.

Donna told me that (heir great-grandfather, ¥dward £ Dennes,
gave Pat the money te buy the house in 1921 as 2 wedding gift for his bride,
Bess. | said, “Wait 2 minue, | have some interesting history abeut vour great-
grandparents.” 1 then pulled out a page copied from the hook “History of
Sonoma Gounty" that said Edward Dennes came to Healdsburg on Christmas
Day in 1878. He was a butcher by trade and owned 2 grocery business with
C. Haigh. ‘He married Hattie Ray, & native of California and the daughter of
John Guinn Ray, who came o Sonoma county in (846, as a member of the his-
toric Bonner Party.

So many tantalizing details! Bess loved to play the piano. She was an
accomplished professional whistler and she whistled specific tunes to call her
children home. Pat made hootleg liquer in the hasement during Prohibition;
their cat, Mousie, lived in the house for 31 years — giving me hope that my
own heloved feline companien, Taniri, will enjoy a similarly long life.

I shared these “finds™ with my neighbors, including Nancy Roberts from
402 Grant Street. Nancy wrote to Shonnie Brown, suggesting that 1'd he a
good subject for one of her “Neighbors” profiles in the Tribune, After
Shonnie’s article appeared, 1 received a phone call frem Norma Passarino.
“You should call Dorcas Allison,” she said. “She lived 41 402 Grant and was
hest friends with Nancy Dennes who grew up in vour house.”
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From Dorcas, ! fearned (hat the families at 328 and 402 Grant had heen
close since the 1920s. 1 was in and out of 328 Grant Street like it was my
own,” Dorcas told me. “I remember when 1 was 4 girl of 10 or 11, playing
hours of board games with Naocy and Pat Denaes, Jr.”

The shadowy figures of Pat, Bess, Mousie, and the others begun
to seem present in my house. The sweetness of those bygone days was evoked
hy everything [ learned: the simplicity, the slowness, people wulking across
the street for a cup of coffee with 4 neighbor. It was a “voo-hoo” time — ro
phone calls, no email, no coordinating schedules. 1 felt enveloped in that
comforting past.

Bess died in 1979. Pat Dennes, Sr. vacated the house and went te live
on Fitch Mouatain with a [riend, and the house sat empty for five years (that's
probably when the bambeo and ivy went wild). In November 1986, Pat, Sr.,
died, and the house was sold in 1987 to Mary Powell. 1t was a rental until 1
purchased it in July 2001,

Learning ahout George Day and the Denaes family has inspired to con-
timie to preserve the rich heritage of my house's past and those who lived in
it. With a strong network of neighbors and friends whe believe in the value of
cemmunily, a bygone era is coming to life again. This spring my bungalow is
on the 14th Arnual Healdsburg Historic Homes Tour, and | think Pat and Bess
would be proud. The original oak foors gleam, the pink and red camillia
trees are in full bloom, and the built-in china hutch still has Baver pottery fill-
ing its shelves, just like years go. Bess's hairpins now sil on a shelf in her old
roon.
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