
















































































they were employing over 2() men, there at the
Socrates. The Socrates was largely quicksilver. |
don’t know whether you realize this, quicksilver
comes in two forms. First there is native quicksilver
just setting in the rocks: then cinnabar, which is
mercury oxide, which must be heated and stirred in
order to get the mercury out of the oxide. Either of
those are damn dangerous to the miners. You can gel
mercuric poisoning very easily. Thosc miners in the
Socrates would come in at night and dump mercury
out of their boots; they'd been in contact with it all
day. Well, it turns out that one of the bad things
about mercury poisoning is you get salivated, so they
served no condiments such as catsup or anything on
the tables because that seemed to exercise the stuft.
Miners would be picking their teeth out with a
toothpick it they ate that sort of thing. Well, they
didn’t last long. Around the cinnebar mines of

course, the danger was the fumes and stult. Both the
Cloverdale and the Culver-Baer were cinnabar, but
the main mine up at the Socrates was a dangerous
thing all the time to the miners.

Anyhow, one year Phil asked me (o come up
and spend the entire sumimer. They had a lot of
guests booked in. and he wanted me 10 do my I’
job of guiding. [ was a sophomore in high school
or 16 years old (@1920). 1 hiked up there. that ti
from here. [ hiked 10 Geyserville, waded across
river and then cut up through the hills 10 the Geys
I got there in one day, no trouble. Anyhow, that
the start of my adventure. 1 never received any |
not a dime, but 1 didn’t want to. 1 was happy jus
be ted and given a nice room and be taken care
and being able o fish whenever [ wanted to. Th
the story about the Geysers.
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