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In This Issue

This issue of the Russian River Recorder is
the conclusion of our two-part historical
retrospective of Healdsburg and the surrounding
area, as revealed though our local newspapers. We
left off in 1920 in our previous issue, so we will
complete the historical overview from that time to
the present. We think you will be struck, as we
were, by interesting parallels in the civic, social and
economic concerns of the past with similar concerns
that we face as a community and a nation today.

We selected a largely chronological
approach in presenting the material. Former Curator
Marie Djordjevich Shobe researched the history of
Healdsburg’s newspapers through 1950. Part one of
her 1999 article appeared in the last issue. It has
been updated to 2017.

The 1920s and 1930s highlight major social
and economic issues, including Prohibition and its
locally unpopular legal enforcement; the need for
more housing construction; and the struggle to
overcome the Depression. Healdsburg’s position in
the wine industry in 1933 on the brink of Repeal is
fascinating, as well as the growing need for farm
labor in the 1940s. Supportive attitudes toward the
military and shared sacrifice are described during
both World War II and the Korean War.

Social issues of the 1960s were played out in
news headlines alongside growing concerns about
the town’s increasingly shabby appearance and the
commercial downturn that continued into the 1970s.
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The rise and fall of Larry Wilson’s proposed ‘“Plaza
of the Flags” themed tourist town in the late 1970s
remains a cautionary tale today. It illustrates how
economic conditions paved the way for City
decisions to implement many of the community
planning ideas generated by the R/UDAT study.

Mildred Howie’s fondly descriptive article
about the decline of Healdsburg’s celebrated prune
industry in 1981 helps set the stage for the
reemergence of the wine industry.

Lauren Carriere’s oral history interview with
Ray Holley, the dedicated managing editor of the
Tribune, brings the newspaper history up to present
day.

There is so much more we couldn’t include
in this publication, but we hope that this taste of
local newspaper research will inspire you to do your
own searching. The Healdsburg Museum’s
collection of local newspapers from 1860-1990 is
available and freely searchable on the California
Digital Newspaper Collection (https//cdnc.ucr.edu).

Our project is nearly complete. We will be
fundraising to complete the digitization of the
remaining newspapers in our collection: 1990-1999.
Please contact us (707-431-3325) if you can help
support this effort.

We hope you enjoy these historical views of
the evolution of Healdsburg.
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