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Langhart Dinner a Great Success
by Holly Hoods

Nearly 100 Museum members and supporters attended
the Langhart Dinner a Seghesio Winery on June 3“ to
honor our volunteers, Norma Passarino and Al Loebdl.

a8, 2 {
e g ; .
L toR, Charlotte Russell, Al Loebel and Cathy Webber.
Both Charlotteand Cathy are Al’s Sisters-In-Law

This was the first time that we'd ever had the event at
Seghesio and it was a big success! Everyone raved about
the deicious food and wine, the
lovely  atmosphere, and the
competence and friendliness of the
Seghesio staff. Thanks to HM&HS
president Kent Mitchell and emcee
Bob Rawlins, (both former Langhart
award honorees), for hosting the
wonderful evening. We were all
moved to hear the tributes to Al and
Norma for their many contributions

Nor ma Passarino to the Museum

@Che HRevicw.

HEALDSBURG'S FIRST NEWSPAPER FOUNDED IN

1860

JULY, 2009

and to see them surrounded by their proud families. Joe
and Janet Norton, Lois Grace, Carla Howell and | on the
Langhart Dinner committee thank Seghesio for the
outstanding hospitality. Most of al, thanks to you, Norma
Passarino and Al Loebdl for your exemplary service to the
Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society. You truly
deserve this honor.

Meet and Greet New Executive Director

and Opening Reception of Quilt Exhibit
Please come to the Museum for an opening reception of

our new Quilt Exhibit and meet our new Executive Director

Sue Ross (July 9, 5 to 7 pm). Refreshments will be

served.

When The Rivers Ran Red: Author’s Book

Talk about the Local | mpacts of Prohibition
by Holly Hoods

Featuring Wine and Hors D’ oeuvr es

Guided Toursof Historic Italian Swiss Colony
Saturday, July 18, 2009, 4 —8:00 p.m.
at Cellar No. 8, Asti Winery
Vivienne Sosnowski’s brand new book, When the Rivers

Ran Red, details the heroic struggle of Sonoma and Napa
County grape growers and winemakers to survive during
Prohibition. The author conducted meticul ous research and
many personal interviews to compile a compelling and
historically accurate account of this important period in
history, 1919-1931. Vivienne will present a lively and
fascinating talk at Cellar No. 8, Asti Winery (the former
Italian Swiss Colony). Local experts will be on hand to
offer short guided tours of the newly-restored buildings on
the property. (continued on page 3)

Calendar

Healdsburg Museum

JULY, 2009
1 HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am

9 Meet Our New ED and Opening of
Quilt Exhibit, Museum, 5-7 pm

18 Author's Tak: When the Rivers Ran
Red, Asti Winery, 4-8 pm

21 Board Meeting, 8:30 am

AUGUST, 2009

5 HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am
18 Board Mesting, 8:30 am

221 M atheson Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Telephone 707 431 3325 - Fax 707 473 4471
www.healdsburgmuseum.org
Healdsbur gM useum@sbcalobal.net
Museum Hours: 11:00 - 4:00 pm
Wednesday — Sunday,

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY
Research Archives open by appointment:
Thursday — Saturday




Curator’s Comments by Daniel F. Murley
Greetings from the ground floor!

We look forward to the return of Dan's
informative column next month.

Resear ch Report by Holly Hoods

In the past month, | have facilitated research on the
following topics: the Heald family, the Leigh family, the
Northwestern Pacific Railroad, the 1960s Healdsburg
bowling alley called “The Solar Bowl!” (see photo on
page 5), the former Olivetto Winery building and the
location of numerous graves at Oak Mound.

Volunteer Victoria Taneyhill and | were intrigued
to investigate the mysterious disappearance of the
immigrant “DeMédl” family in the early 1900s. The
descendants had aways suspected foul play of some
type. We solved the mystery for the curious descendant
through Museum research, discovering the missing
ancestors referenced in newspaper obituaries renamed
the “Mél” family. The answer turned out to be asmple
Italian-American name change.

We have amassed, at the Museum, many historical
articles and photos of the 1871 historic Marshall house,
located at the northwest corner of North and Fitch
streets. | have been hoping for years that someone
would buy that house and come looking for the research
to restore it. | am happy to say that it has finaly
happened. Hooray for the brave new homeowners,
Philip Evart and Mark Goff, who intend to restore this
long-neglected (but localy loved) landmark, doing a lot
of the work themselves. Welcome to Healdsburg and
good luck with the restoration.

John Marshall home, 1873
Several people also contacted the Museum to have
me research and/or locate historical photos for them.
The Alexander Valey Winemaker's Association
purchased an early photo of Cyrus Alexander to use in
promotional material for “A Taste of the Valey.”

Daniel Kahane of the Sonoma County Water Agency
appreciated reviewing our collection of Warm Springs
Dam/Lake Sonoma photos, considering them for
inclusion in a new exhibition he is planning at the Milt
Brandt Visitors Center. Marcia Fosberg from the
Northern Sonoma County Healthcare Foundation visited
afew timesto consider color postcard images of the area
for her organization’'s fundraising calendar.

TrioneWinery (formerly Nervo Winery, 1931)

Scot Covington, the winemaker at Trione Winery,
was thrilled to obtain copies of historical photos of the
former Nervo Winery and vineyards in Geyserville, now
Trione Winery. Thanks to Susan Nervo for donating
these images to the Headsburg Museum.  One
historically priceless photo shows the Nervo Winery
blowing off a big head of steam to signify the Repeal of
the Volstead Act—the end of Prohibition in 1931.

Notes from the Director @ Desk
by Sue Ross, Executive Director

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT HEALDSBURG!

It's been six weeks since |
first joined the daff of the
Healdsburg Museum and
Historical Society. While a great
portion of my time has been spent
in planning for its future, by
necessity, | have had to first delve
deeply into learning about the

Museum’ s past, and what treasures have been reveal ed!
| have read and heard stories of its birth - how a
handful of people led by its founding “packrat” Edwin
Langhart began the process of building a collection of
items of value both independently of one another, and
interdependently, serving as pieces of a larger whole. |
have had the honor of sitting in a modern office chair
which long ago marked the spot where a Carnegie
Librarian told stories to groups of schoolchildren
gathered at her feet. Generations of area residents,
volunteers, board members and staff have shared
personal insights to help me piece together a puzzle
behind a question that has been echoing in my mind . . .



“What is it about Healdsburg that makes it so UNIQUE
... S0 SPECIAL?”

Never before have | seen so many people who have
traveled the years to this time, this date in our history -
rooted to the land of their families. “Why isit,” | have
mused, “that young people either remain in this small
town, or return to it after sampling the world beyond?”’
“What is it that alows people in Healdsburg to live full
and active lives well into their 80's - 90's (and dare |
suggest beyond)?’

“It's the air,” some have said. “No, no. . . it'sthe
water,” others have suggested. As | become more
familiar with the extraordinary expanse of wineries that
embrace the town of Healdsburg, I'm wondering if
perhaps it is the wine!” Of course, others point to the
prunes as having arole, but then again . . . it' s al part of
the same answer, isn't it?

HEALDSBURG is blessed by beauty, climate,
clean air and water, location; and a“can do” community
of people who truly care about one-another, take pridein
their neighborhoods, their vineyards, their places of
business, children, local events, recreationa activities,
service organizations, cultural offerings, and yes . . .
their HISTORY!

| was concerned at first that | might not be welcome
in such a tightly-knit town. How wrong | was! Big
hearts are seldom accompanied by small minds, and the
reception | have been given has taken my breath away.
While | don't live in Healdsburg, that is strictly a force
of circumstance. Some people are fortunate to be born
toaplace. .. others must travel to arrive there.

The openness and warmth of those whose names
and faces have begun to fill my world includes the
Museum’ s multi-talented staff, its effervescent “ Corps d'
Volunteers’ who fill the offices with energy and
enthusiasm, and amazing Board of Directors. Together,
they comprise the museum's family . . . a concept as
important to Healdsburg asit isto me.

Tracing on€e's roots and telling on€'s story runs
deep in my psyche, and the reason I've always been
known as my own family’s “archivist.” My mother was
the glue that kept us together, and with her passing at 91
(almost 3 years ago) | must admit to having felt
somewhat cast adrift, missing more than ever my own
loved onesin Chicago and Arizona.

The work before me as ED is daunting . . . yet |
have quickly been swept up in it as the stories of
Healdsburg enter my pores and fill my days. Waell-
trained in museum practices and non-profit management,
I’ve assumed Directorships before, yet have aways
picked up from where the last Director left off. Thisis
the first time | have ever been asked to replace an entire
administrative community of individuals who put
together a stellar museum and historical society “en
masse” | take my hat off to these self-taught,

courageous volunteers . . . a group of opinionated,
determined, dedicated, disparate, talented VISONARIES
who worked to become informed, then divvied up
responsibilities and doled out assignments.
HOW DID THEY COME TOGETHER - AS PARTS OF
AWHOLE - TO MAKE IT WORK ASWELL ASIT HAS?
Smply amazing!

| thank the Staff, Board, Volunteer Community,
and People of Healdsburg (and surrounding area) for
inviting me to share in their great adventure, and
welcoming me into such awonderful extended family. |
look forward to the process of merging our combined
vision to bring the Healdsburg Museum and Historical
Society to “the next level.” Together we will let others
in on the beauty, strength of character, and stories that
have made, and continue to make . . . thistown . . . this
area . . . and this museum the unique and specia place
that isSHEALDSBURG!

When The Rivers Ran Red (continued)

Cellar No. 8 wines will be served with hors
d’ oeuvres from Costeaux Bakery and Café. The price of
the event is $25 to Healdsburg Museum members, Wine
Library members and Cellar No. 8 Wine Club members;
$40 to members of the genera public. This event is a
must for any wine history, Italian history or local history
enthusiast. It promises to be an interesting, affordable,
fun and delicious evening to help support worthwhile
organizations. Proceeds from the event will equally
benefit the Healdsburg Museum and the Sonoma County
Wine Library. Reserve your spot now—space is
limited. Please call 431-7663.

July 4™ Was Celebrated 100 yearsago in
Geyserville by Ann Howard

July 4, 1899 - Queen Ada Remmel is standing in the center
with Eva Crowell on her right holding the pole. In back on
Queen Ada’s left is Ethel Ellis. The little girl is Elsie
Parrott and the little boy Charles Remmel. Seated holding
the flag is Cynthia Yaeger and holding flowers is Mame
Brown. The child on the left behind the flag is Harlan
Remmel.



We are dl looking forward to watching the
fireworks display in Healdsburg sponsored by the
American Legion on July 4™ We will spread our
blankets to get the best view of the spectacular show,
which | was told will be even better than last year. Funds
are needed for this event and money jars can be found at
different locations for donations. Or please send your
contributions to the American Legion Post 111, P.O.
Box 281, Healdsburg, CA 95448.

| came across this photograph in Harry Bosworth's
collection, and it provides a reminder of a 4™ of July
celebration 100 years ago.

Reunion of Heald Family Members Held
by Holly Hoods

Fifteen Heald/Ridenour/Vandevier relatives met on
June 13" to celebrate a family reunion in Healdsburg.
They traveled from Oregon, New Mexico, and a variety
of placesin California.

Heald family membersin attendance

The family gathering was organized by Dan
Yoshimoto of Eureka. Don Arata of Windsor helped
host the group, dazzling us all with his excellent
command of local history and of the Head family
genealogy. The folks met at the Museum and toured the
gallery, then went to visit Heald graves at Oak Mound
cemetery. After lunch, they traveled to see March and
Heald' s old mill (Royce Meyerott’ s place on Felta Road)
and then met a the Healdsburg Library to examine
historica photos, family trees and Head artifacts
brought over from the Museum. Some of the
descendants had never met each other before others
hadn’t seen each other in 45 years; many had never been
to Healdsburg. | was struck by their warmth and
kindness.

Antique Fair Still Needs Your Donations
by Bob Rawlins

Ladies, is there something around your house, fifty
or more years old, taking up space, in the way or that has

not been used in heaven’s knows how long? No, I'm not
talking about your husband, I'm talking about
collectibles - your grandmother’s porcelain tea set just
taking up space in the back of the cupboard or your
mother’'s costume jewelry that you really never liked.
The next Antique Fair on the Plaza will be on Sunday,
August 30th. As usua HM&HS will have a table near
the corner of Plaza and Center Streets. We have enough
books and furniture but need smaller collectibles in good
condition - not marred, scratched, chipped or broken to
display and anything unusual - lamps, dishes, puzzles,
old table radios in working condition. Quality sells as do
unusua items. Our silver tongued sales persons are
primed to move merchandise, so don’t hold back. Please
clean out the attic, closets and garage to benefit the
Museum. If you itemize on your tax form, the value of
your donation is deductible. Leave your small
collectibles at the Museum or call Bob Rawlins, 431-
1109 for pickup. If you are not sure about an item, call
me, chances are we can use it.

Progress of Sonoma Wine Industry Shows

Thrift
[The Sotoyomi Scimitar, Healdsburg, November 23, 1933]

Fifty-two new wineries have been established in
Sonoma county this year, according to figures recently
announced, bring the total number in the county to more
seventy. The crushing of the 1933 grape crop is
virtually completed, but estimates on the amount of wine
being made this year, and of the quantity now on hand
will not be available until next month when government
reports are turned in.

Included in the new wineries in operation in the
county are the following: Alberto Del Carlo, Dry Creek;
Chianti Wine Company, Dan Toochini, manager,
Cloverdale; A. Simocini, Windsor; Joseph S. Azevedo,
Healdsburg; Felicr Bertoli, Windsor; Andrew J. Sodini,
Heal dsburg; Chisholm Farms Company, Windsor; Carlo
Zanzi, Geyserville; Bartolomero Bacchi, Headsburg;
Giuseppe Mazzoni, Cloverdale, Lawrence Mora,
Healdsburg; Louis Lolla, Windsor; Caesar Giannecchini,
Cloverdale; Rosa Brignole, Cloverdde, Achille
Lombardi, Geyserville; Ferrari and Ferrero, Alexander
Valley; Louis Puccioni, Venado; Vincenzo Cavalai,
Heal dsburg.

HMVA Meeting Dates Reminder

by Pam Vana-Vaxhia

To clear up any confusion, due to popular demand,
HMVA meetings have moved back to the first
Wednesday of every month. These sessions provide
short, easy ways to stay on top of museum happenings
and to stay in touch with each other.



Endowment Fund Contributions:

o Dale Lynch - Ron & Arlene Kron, Marion Penry
Generous Contributions from: Hollis Black - Paula Jamieson

L upe Perezchica - Alma, Shirley, & Rick Buchignani

In remembrance of:
Charlotte Ander son - Betty McDonald,

Pam Vana-Paxhia _ _ Welcome New Members:
Kay Hopkins Roberts- Arnold & Vi Santucci

Paul Downing, Mark & Alison Doran

The meetings will continue to be held at the City
Hall Chambers and start promptly at 9:30 am. Our
meeting dates for the remainder of 2009 are:

August 5 September 2 October 7 November 4
December 2

The Solar Bowl, 1960

*Correction*

In the “Meet Your Staff” article in the June The
Review, your writer inadvertently omitted a key word
(added in italics in the following). The first sentence
of the fifth full paragraph should have read “Her
work at ERC led her to a position as Assistant
Development Director of the Art institute of Chicago,
initially in charge of government funding”. The
balance of the paragraph is correct. The omission is
regretted.

Board of Directors: Kent Mitchell (President), Ted Calvert (Vice President), Ann Mahoney (Past President), Bob Rawlins (Recording
Secretary), San Becker (Treasurer), Anna Darden (Assist. Treas.), Mel Amato, Louise Fowler, Mark Gleason, Carla Howell, Al
Loebel, Dan Maraviglia,, Darci Rosales, Celso Rosales, Frank Zak.

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society isto record the history of the Healdsburg area through the
collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg
area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support,
operate and manage the Heal dsburg Museum, Edwin Langhart, Founder.

M ember ship Dues:
Harmon Heald: $1000 Josefa Carrillo: $500 Edwin Langhart: $250 Gold: $100 Family (2 or more): $40
Business: $75 Individual: $25
Newdetter Editor: Barry Stallard, Printing by Amoruso
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