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Family History Essay Challenge Winners

Reception at Museum
by Holly Hoods

Proud parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, uncles,
Museum members and teachers joined Research Curator
Holly Hoods in the Museum gallery on the evening of
Thursday, May 14™ to recognize the winners of this year's
Family History Essay Challenge. Over 150 students from
local schools participated in the Challenge this year.
Students in grades 2 to 8 could write about any topic in his
or her own family’s history or about a person in the family.

Award winnersand their families

The essays were read by asmall committee of Museum
staff and retired teachers, and evaluated on the basis of
originality, research, style, spelling and grammar.
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HEALDSBURG'S FIRST NEWSPAPER FOUNDED IN

1860

JUNE, 2009

We awarded First, Second and Third Prizesin each of three
grade groupings. second and third grades; fourth, fifth and
sixth; and seventh and eighth (See page 1 of the May issue).
At the cookies and juice reception in the Museum gallery
May 14™, a crowd of approximately 50 people cheered the
young writers as they accepted their certificates and prize
money from Holly. Each student’s name was announced
aong with school, grade level and the title of the winning
essay. The kids (and families) were very excited to learn
that their essays would be published in the local newspaper!
Be sure to look for the students' family history essays in
upcoming issues of the Healdsburg Tribune.

We Loved a Parade by Holly Hoods

The May 21%* FFA Parade Watching Party and Barbeque in
the Museum garden was just as fun as we' d hoped it would
be. Looks like we have launched a new tradition! About
50 Museum members got together to enjoy grilled
sausages, salads and drinks in the lovely Museum garden
before the parade. Thanks to my husband Peter Leary for
making the Italian sausage with peppers and onions and
donating a case of wine from Limerick Lane Cellars.
Volunteers Ed Head, Fran Schierenbeck, Pam Vana-Paxhia
and Edson Howard shared serving and greeting duties. Ed
aso made his famous potato salad and Pam baked delicious
brownies and cookies. Bob Rawlins, Randy Jackson and
Victoria Taneyhill pitched in to help set up/clean up.
Thanks to al of you who helped us to create an easygoing
evening of old-fashioned hometown fun. Hope to see you
next year (See Ann Howard@articleinside).

Calendar

Healdsburg Museum

JUNE, 2009
3 HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am

JULY, 2009

3 Langhart Dinner, Seghesio Winery
Honoring
Al Loebd
&
Norma Passarino

Space islimited, so pleasereserve
early.

16 Board Meeting, 8:30 am

1 HMVA Mesting, 9:30 am
21 Board Mesting, 8:30 am

221 Matheson Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Telephone 707 431 3325 - Fax 707 473 4471
www.healdsburgmuseum.org
Healdsbur gM useum@sbcglobal.net
Museum Hours: 11:00 - 4:00 pm
Wednesday — Sunday,

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY
Research Archives open by appointment:
Thursday — Satur day




Curator’s Comments by Daniel F. Murley
Greetings from the ground floor!

For centuries women have been contributing to the
fabric of our nation® history with artistic expression and
careful colorful craft. In the design and function of quilts
the stories and statements of many families have been
stitched. Now on display through the end of August, are
examples of quilts from the Healdsburg Museum®
collection. Some intricate and delicate, and others
formidable and functional, tell their tales. From the
Ozarks to Ohio, some of these quilts were carried in
wagons to warm the beds and sitting rooms of new
residents of California.

F.O.C. Darley - Emigrants Crossing the Plains

Still others were loaded in steamer trunks and made
their way around the tip of South America on their
journeys to San Francisco and then northward along the
dusty and sometime muddy roads of the new state to be
used by pioneer families in Sonoma County. A few were
stitched right here near Healdsburg before the town had
a name. Women from well-to-do families like Josephine
Fitch Bailhache, the daughter of Henry Delano Fitch and
Josefa Carrillo Fitch, designed and detailed two of the
examples of at in which form and function find
expression. Another comes from the Pioneer Bice
family, whose members were among the " squatters’ who
settled on Westsde Road and set their roots in
Heal dsburg®colorful past.

Mary Cooperrider Ferguson

Also, from the Alexander Valley came the work of Mary
Cooperider Ferguson whose family arrived shortly after
statehood in 1857.

I would like to thank al who contributed their
efforts in making this exhibit: Color, Craft, and
Comfort: The Quilts of the Healdsburg Museum a
success. Please come to enjoy the artistry of these
women and read a bit about their contribution to
Heal dsburg and the history of California.

Looking now to make her contribution to the goals
of the Healdsburg Museum, we welcome Sue Ross as
our new Executive Director and wish her successin her
new position. (See Bob Rawlins column)

Resear ch Report by Holly Hoods

May was an exciting month at the Museum! We
have hired our first Executive Director, Sue Ross. | am
pleased to welcome her and to extend my full support,
and hope that you will, as well. She brings us valuable
knowledge, marketing creativity and professional
museum development experience. Sue has really hit the
ground running, learning the HM&HS culture, meeting
and interviewing most of the magor players, asking
guestions and suggesting and implementing new tools
for organization. Please help us help her do great things
to ensure the healthy future of the Museum. If you have
ever considered how your planned giving might benefit
the Healdsburg Museum, | encourage you to discuss it
with Sue.

Museum staff and volunteers had a wonderful time
a the “Celebrate Healdsburg 2009 event in the Plaza
May 9th. Thousands attended the fegtivities, which were
based on the successful Sesquicentennial in the plaza
two years ago. The Museum booth buzzed with
interested people all day. Kathi Engler and Bob Rawlins
sold hundreds of dollars of Museum merchandise.
Thanks to them and to the many other volunteers who
helped us showcase some of our local artifacts and
history. Besides exhibiting Dan’s historical displays, we
gave away “Healdsburg Plaza History Hunt” brochures
that Fran Schierenbeck and | made, featuring quizzes
and photos about the plaza's architecture and history.
Anna Lundborg of Healdsburg High School also helped
me create a 20-question “Healdsburg Plaza Scavenger
Hunt” for teenagers. Ten teams of teens competed to
win the City-supplied prize of $100. Fourteen-year old
HHS freshman Sheila Baker (photo on page 5)won the
prize with 17 out of 20 questions correct.  Celebrate
Healdsburg, we did!

| will be speaking to the Kiwanis on June 16" on
the 1950s loca history topic “Smith Robinson and
Healdsburg's Adopted Battalion.” Yes, it is the same
subject | presented to Sons in Retirement in May, but it
will NOT be the sametalk. | have recently assisted with
research inquiries at the Museum on the following



topics. early Healdsburg bowling aleys and roller
skating rinks, Nervo Winery (now Trione Winery), post
card views of old Healdsburg, the 1871 Marshall House
at the corner of Fitch and North streets, the Leigh family,
19" century photographer Andrew Price, and the 1927
G.A.R. monument at Oak Mound Cemetery. Author
Lisa Michaels has been researching the Civil War letters
of Col. Roderick Matheson for an historical novel.
Author Vivienne Sosnowski will be celebrating the June
publication of her book, When Rivers Ran Red:
Prohibition in Wine Country, researched with the help
and encouragement of the Healdsburg Museum and
Sonoma County Wine Library. We hope you will join
us at Asti Winery in July when the Wine Library and the
Museum will jointly host a book talk, a tour of the
former Italian Swiss Colony Winery, and a reception,
featuring Vivienne's gripping true tales about the
impacts of Prohibition on local families. Be sure to
watch for more about this July educational and fun event
celebrating our local wine heritage.

Meet Your Staff by Bob Rawlins

Last year, after extensive self examination and
assistance from the American Association of Museums,
the board decided that
HM&HS needed to hire an
Executive Director in order
to move ahead. Meet Sue
Ross who began her duties
as Executive Director at the

beginning of May.
Sue was born in Oak
Park, Illinois, a suburb of
Chicago and graduated from
Evanston High School. She
decided to take time off, earned her passage to Israel in
1966 and ended up a a kibbutz where she studied
Hebrew half time and worked at various assignments for
the remainder. That was a wonderful experience
although, as low gal on the totem pole, she ended up
doing alot of grunt work - picking fruit in the orchards
and plucking chickens for the evening meal. She
endured the six day war and returned to the US after a
bus tour of Israel. She recalls being shaken by a
fireworks display in Chicago, sounds not much different

from the real thing.

She obtained her BA in education and was active in
theater and music in college. Jobs were scarce so she
worked for a time in retail before obtaining a full time
position teaching English, Speech, Drama and Specia
Education in Chicago inner city schools. She
volunteered at the Cook County jail teaching reading to
13 to 17 year old juveniles housed there due to the
seriousness of their alleged crimes. She then worked at
the Chicago Skill Center teaching English as a Second

Language to adults and helping high school children
from the projects and other adults prepare for their GED
certificates.

During that time she completed the course work for
a Magters in Criminal Justice and was employed as
Director of the Cook County Special Bail Project whose
250 volunteers represented indigents without resources
from being incarcerated without just cause. She was then
selected to be the Director of the Chicago Education
Resource Center (ERC) to build the volunteer network.
Working with the Junior League of Chicago, she brought
together the individuas who founded the Chicago
Children’s Museum, currently located on Navy Pier.

Her work at ERC led her to a position as Assistant
Director of the Art Institute of Chicago, initialy in
charge of government funding. She worked with all
eleven curatorial divisions, the Education Department
and Junior Museum and, after one year, her position was
upgraded to the Department of Government Relations.
She submitted scores of grant applications to the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Institute of
Museum Services, state and local arts and humanities
councils and obtained a significant amount of grant
funding during her three and a half years there. That
work led to an offer as VP of Development & Public
Affairs at the Spertus Ingtitute of Jewish Studies in
Chicago where she was responsible for fund raising,
grants, deferred giving, endowment and annua fund
campaigns in addition to an annual fund raiser. Spertus
manages a 60 year old college, library and museum and
Sue worked to develop the popular ARTtIFACT Center
which provided “hands-on” opportunities for children to
learn anthropol ogy, history and related subjects.

In 1991, Sue decided to move to San Francisco,
started her own consulting business and met her fiance,
Dr. Charles D. Elias (LCSW, PhD), a psychotherapist
doing relationship counseling and business consulting.
For a time, Sue worked as Director of Development of
the Marin Ballet, then for the Osher Marin Jewish
Community Center as Director of Development and
Marketing and finally for LEAD International as Deputy
Director of Development. LEAD Internationa provides
Sustainable Economic Development that is in sixty
countries. Sue conducted classes for the international
staff and Program Directors in London and traveled in
China. Since 1990, Sue has had her own private
consulting firm serving start-up businesses and non-
profits in Chicago, San Francisco Bay Area, Santa Fe,
New Mexico and St. Petersburg, Florida. An innovative
idea was caled “The Closet Coach’, an image
consulting and marketing firm mostly for women.

Private time finds her in her rose garden or in her
study writing her great American novel. Sue was one of
many candidates for the position of Executive Director
of HM&HS. Along with others, she went through our



grueling interview process and still wanted the job. We
can be happy for that. Welcome to the Healdsburg
Museum, Ms Sue Ross. We are delighted to have a
person of your manifold taents to lead us into the future

The Geyserville Phar macy by Ann Howard

Once in awhile | cruise eBay looking for postcards
or items relating to Geyserville or hometowns in my
family tree, deeds or photographs of ancestors, or
favorite old buttons.

Recently | bid on and won two tiny brown glass
vias from the Geyserville Pharmacy. Only 134 tall by
%2’ in diameter with tiny cork stoppers, the typed label
on one bottle reads, “Oil of Cinnamon” and the other
“Qil of Cloves’, till containing a little of the fragrant
oils.

Tiny vialsfrom the Geyserville Phar macy,
Regristry No. 12178 — actual size!

| haven't dated the bottles yet. | found myself
briefly sidetracked looking at the history of typewriters
online, which didn’t answer my question.

Geyserville Phar mancy about 1915, thought to be
William Sohler in doorway. (Courtesy of Harry Bosworth)

Dr. Frank E. Sohler, Sr., was the physician in
Geyserville from 1907 until 1918. He owned the
pharmacy, operated by his brother William. He moved
his family to Healdsburg to continue his practice there.
In 1919 they bought the Kruse Cottage at 266 North
Street at Fitch just two blocks north of the Healdsburg
Museum. | enjoyed walking through their former home
on the Historic Home Tour this past May 3!

Tiny cardboard
medicine box 1 ¥~
diameter,
actual size!

Geyserville Phar macy
Sohler Bros.
Geyserville, Cal
“No. 9479 Dr.S
5% quart of hot water

&
use as directed. 2/18/12

(Healdsburg M useum Collection)

A Successful Antique Fair - But
More" Stuff" is Needed by Bob Rawlins

Hi to all. We had afine day on Sunday May 24th at
the Antique Fair on the Plaza. The weather was great and
we seemed to have alarger crowd than usual with people
in a mood to buy. The Museum booth raised nearly
$1200 in sales which, of course, is good but aso
somewhat bad. The bad part is that we sold many of the
items that | had stored for the sale and the "stuff" locker
islow. We now need to replenish our inventory of items
roughly 50 years or more old.

Please contact me (Bob Rawlins, 431-1109) or
leave salable items at the Museum for me to pick up. We
need older items in good condition - buyers usually walk
away from damaged (chipped, cracked or obviousy
repaired) goods. Give those to Good Will or the
Salvation Army where they might sell. China, pewter,
glassware, bottles, jewelry, fine linens, small or unusual
lamps, old sterling silver pieces, old pottery especially if
it has a maker® mark, wooden ware, small furniture such
as end, lamp, or occasional tables, small paintings, old
history books in decent condition, and the like. If not
sure, give me a call. This is a great time to un-clutter
your closets, the garage, the attic, or basement of things
you have stored from your parents or grandparents
homes. If you haven® used something in a couple of
years, you don®need it any more, but we do.

Thanks much for past donations which made the
May Antique Fair a success. And thanks very much to
Pam Vana-Paxhia, Kay Robinson, Ceso Rosales, Ann
Howard, and Catherine Curtis for help before, during
and after the sale.

Dry Creek Neighbors Club Float in the
Future Farmers Parade by Ann Howard

The Dry Creek Neighbors Club celebrated 60 years
a the Headdsburg Future Farmers Country Fair by
having afloat in the Twilight Parade. John Taylor kindly
loaned to us his 1930 Ford dump truck and allowed flats
of colorful gold and orange marigolds (the Club's
flower) to adorn the front, back, and running boards.



Endowment Fund Contributions:

Generous Contributions from:

Tom Jordan, Kay & Ted Robinson, Clarie Lampson, John
& C. Suzanne Pfau

In remembrance of:

Charlotte Anderson - Willis & Jean Andersen, John
Bippart, John & Robin Daniel, The Brandt Insurance
Agency

Harolyn Schubert - Alma, Shirley, & Richard Buchignani
Dennis Welton - Shirley Buchignani
Hazel Kauahikaua- Alma, Shirley, & Richard Buchignani

Todd Everett, Jim Mulligan, Joseph & Kathleen Engler

Welcome New Members:

Two bales of hay in the back provided seating for
member Nadine Anderson, Lois Bohn, Toni Foster, Ann
Howard (President), Lee Nalle (Vice-President), Sharon
Pillsbury, Kay Robinson (Secretary), and Theresa
Wistrom (Treasurer). Aileen Steadman, a member since
1954, waved from the cab. Our membership numbers 28.

Banners hung from the long sides of the truck bed
and from the arch we built over the cab with messages
that read: “The Fudge Ladies, 60 Y ears at the Fair.”

Our Club’s colors are blue and gold, so we all wore
blue T-shirts with embroidered marigolds and “1909-
2009” since we will be celebrating our 100" anniversary
in November. Each chose a favorite hat to wear, and Lee
chose her late father’ s fine brown Stetson.

Photo by Edson Howar d taken while attending
the BBQ at the Museum
It was fun to wave at the families who were sitting
along the sidewalks or part of partiesin the front yards
of their homes along the parade route. A woman called
out to us, “My son received one of your scholarships!”

Those enjoying the BBQ at the Museum looked like they
were having a fine dinner thanks to Holly Hoods and
Peter Leary.

April Lance coordinated the planting of 180 pots of
marigolds, which we sold along with our famous fudge
(600 half-pound packages) at the pink candy booth at the
fair. Steve Brooks assembles the bright pink booth for us
each year then stores it for the next fair. A number of
folks dways say they have been coming to buy our
fudge for many, many years. The monies we raise go to
scholarships for Healdsburg and Geyserville High
School seniors and other organizations. All of our
members were involved in making our presence at the
2009 Headsburg Future Farmers Country Fair and
Parade a grand success!

Anna Lundborg, Holly and scavenger hunt
winner Sheila Baker

Board of Directors: Kent Mitchell (President), Ted Calvert (Vice President), Ann Mahoney (Past President), Bob Rawlins (Recording
Secretary), San Becker (Treasurer), Anna Darden (Assist. Treas.), Mel Amato, Louise Fowler, Mark Gleason, Carla Howell, Al
Loebel, Dan Maraviglia,, Darci Rosales, Celso Rosales, Frank Zak.

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society isto record the history of the Healdsburg area through the
collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg
area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support,
operate and manage the Heal dsburg Museum, Edwin Langhart, Founder.

M ember ship Dues:
Harmon Heald: $1000 Josefa Carrillo: $500 Edwin Langhart: $250 Gold: $100 Family (2 or more): $40
Business: $75 Individual: $25
Newdetter Editor: Barry Stallard, Printing by Amoruso
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