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New Exhibit
February 15 to April 31, 2009

Artifacts: Milestonesfrom Healdsburg's

Past Decades
by Holly Hoods with Meredith Dreisback and Ann Howard

This exhibit focuses on Healdsburg and larger northern
Sonoma County history, decade by decade, back to the
1820s (and earlier), through the display and interpretation
of single artifacts that “speak” for their decade. The
inspiration for this new exhibit was the (re)discovery of
some fascinating, but totally unrelated artifacts in our
recent inventory of one of the Museum's artifact storage
rooms. You may recal reading months ago about
volunteers Bob Rawlins, Jan Pisenti, Peachie Dunlavy, Ann
Howard, Gina Biery and | braving cobwebs and clutter to
list and describe al of the artifacts in our storage at the
Villa Chanticleer. At the time | was thrilled to discover
some items that | later found out had been loaned to us by
the American Legion, including an 1860s Civil War-era
brass saluting cannon, 1850s gold miners tools and 1840s
tobacco shears from Cyrus Alexander (of “Alexander
Valley” fame). | realized that | had an exhibit idea when |
recognized severa rawhide and oak chairs from August
Knaak's 1870s chair factory, an 1890s Brandt Brothers
(beer) wagon delivery box (photo on page 5) and a boiler
from a 1930s-era “Grappa’ still, donated by the Eligio
Columbano Family (sons Vincent and Lou).

Particularly exciting to me was the framed Korean Flag
that had been signed by the 1,000 men of Healdsburg's
Adopted Battalion and presented to the people of
Healdsburg in 1953 in friendship and gratitude (for sending
care packages, encouragement and support as their
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" Smitty" Robinson (center)
“adoptive hometown” during the Korean War/Conflict).
Through my own research, meeting of his family and the
personal reminiscences of friends (especialy you, Darlal)
over the years, | have grown especially fond of “Smitty”
Robinson and his specia place in Healdsburg's history. In
fact, | am currently working on a presentation on the topic
of “Smith Robinson and Healdsburg's Adopted Battalion”
for Sonsin Retirement (S.I.R.S.) and Kiwanisin May.

Last Reminder for Pioneer Award Dinner

Don® forget this month® event honoring Gene
Domenichelli coming up on March 12" at the Villa
Chanticleer. Call the Museum if you did not receive your
invitation.

Calendar

Healdsburg Museum

MARCH, 2009
2 HMVA Meseting, 9:30 am

APRIL, 2009

12 History Lives Dinner,
Villa Chanticleer

18 Board Meeting, 9:30 am

4 HMVA Mesting, 9:30 am
20 Board Meeting, 9:30 am

221 M atheson Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Telephone 707 431 3325 - Fax 707 473 4471
www.healdsburgmuseum.org
Healdsbur gM useum@sbcglobal.net
Museum Hours: 11:00 - 4:00 pm
Wednesday — Sunday,

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY
Research Archives open by appointment:
Thursday — Satur day




Curator’s Comments by Daniel F. Murley
Greetings from the ground floor!

| am grateful to all who sent cards and email and to
those who kept in touch by telephone during my absence
due to an injury | received while carrying a heavy load
of books to the Museum from the storage at the Villa
Chanticleer. My doctor wanted me to return gradually
and work a limited schedule but | just couldn®wait to
jump back in fulltime...so | am back, and happy to be.
My gratitude is extended to those who picked up the
slack during my absence. In particular | thank Research
Curator, Holly Hoods and curatorial assistant, Meredith
Dreisback for their tireless effortsin my stead.

Though not allowed to come to work full time, | did
find some time to work on many historically significant
research projects. My manuscript dealing with western
North America in the 1840© received some needed
attention and volunteering at my daughtersCschool was
quite gratifying and traced an historic even if dightly
artistic trgjectory. .

"Our Town," A Play in Three Acts by Thornton
Wilder, was presented as the inaugural performance in
Sonoma Academy® brand new Fitzsimmons Black Box
Theater. In co-ordination with Director and Theater Arts
instructor lan Collett, | shared many historic images of
Healdsburg at the turn of the twentieth century. These
classic captured moments were projected above the stage
and the actors during the play which focused on the daily
events in the lives of "regular" people in a small New
England town. To that end also, some cherished Murley
family images were also used in the production. The
projection effect and the skill of the actors, actresses and
director were quite successful in delivering Wilder®
message, which wasin playright’s own words:

" the passion to know what life meansto us."

The MacDonalds, ca. 1920: Elizabeth (my mother),
Theresa and Donald

In that vane my wife, Sandy and daughters Hannah
and Oona wanted me to relate their gratitude for al the
kind wishes and support from al of you.

What better way to get back in the swing than to
give a presentation covering some of my recent research.
| was pleased to speak to an enthusiastic group from the
Cloverdale Historical Society at the Library in

Cloverdale. Of particular interest was the discussion and
early images of Northern California Native People. A
favorite was expedition artist, Lois Choris who rendered
some of the earliest images of Native California People
in Northern Californiaon avisit in 1816.

Dance of the Nativesin San Francisco, Choris-1816
Another favorite was a tale of the Bear Flag Revolt
of 1846. Two young men riding from Sonoma to acquire
more gunpowder for the fledgling revolution were
captured by loyal Californios near the Maria Carrillo
ranch, Cabeza de Santa Rosa. The young heroes, Tom

Morelike a pigthan abear... The original Bear Flag
Cowie and George Fowler were actualy on their way to
Henry Fitch® Ranch on the Russian River to get supplies
and support from Moses Carson when they were taken
prisoner and eventually murdered.

The Fitchs' home on the Russian River (ca 1900)

New Spring Exhibit - My research into this formative
time period in the history of our area continues and |
hope to organize and present more in the next few
months. | am also planning a new exhibit for the spring
titted : Color, Comfort and Craft — The Historic
Quilts of the Healdsburg M useum.




Resear ch Report by Holly Hoods

In recent research news, Daniel Kahane of the
Sonoma County Water Agency has been working with
me to select images to refresh the displays at Milt Brandt
Visitor Center at Lake Sonoma. Other recent research
has included: Lytton Springs, the Stoffal Family, the
Bailey Family, Fitch Mountain Tavern, Solem's
Appliance Store building on North Street, and Civil War
hero Roderick Matheson. Thanks to John Crevelli for
sending me descriptions and addresses of some of the
local examples of Works Progress Administration
(WPA) street projects. | plan on writing an article about
WPA projects this year, so appreciate any additional
information people may offer.

The Wild Steelhead Festival on Saturday, February
7" was alot of fun and turned out to be a very rewarding
day for the Museum! The second annual event was well
attended and well organized, with lots to see and do for
adults and kids. Lea Gilg, Anna Darden, Fran
Schierenbeck, Charlotte Anderson, Meredith Dreisback
and | took shifts, staffing a Healdsburg Museum and
Historical Society booth in the Plaza all day.

Meredith Dreishack and Charlotte Anderson

We selected and brought some fishing and Russian
River-related historical artifacts from the Museum
collection to put on display. Randy Jackson loaned us a
1950s-erafishing cred and lures that had belonged to his
grandfather Fred Jackson. Thanks to Randy, Jim
Dreisback, J Longfellow and everyone else who helped
that day. Our friendly crew answered questions about
the artifacts and the local photographs we brought
(“Where did Rose Demostene catch that big
steelhead?”). We also directed interested people to the
Museum to see more. Lea, the sales hotshot in our
group, sold a bunch of our Healdsburg historical photo
history books. Al Cadd of Alexander Valey introduced
himself and made a generous offer to donate Dan
Harrington’s anvil to the Museum. (Harrington, you
may recall, was the well-known blacksmith of Alexander

Valey/Jimtown area in the early 1900s, succeeded by
his son, Jesse.) Al also mentioned having a photo of the
two Harringtons at work.

Janice and Ed Groves

Then, just when | thought the day couldn’t get any
better, Ed and Janice Groves of Kelseyville approached
our booth. Ed introduced himself as the 83-year old
great-grandnephew of Cyrus Alexander and grandson of
James Patrick of “Jimtown” fame. He said that he had
many photos of the Alexander
and Patrick families, possessed
books from Cyrus Alexander's
library, and had no heirs who
would be interested in the items.
I lit up when he invited me to
visit him in Lake County, urging
me to make it soon. So Meredith
and | drove over the Hopland
Grade to Lake County in
drizzling rain the following
Tuesday to meet him and his
lovely wife, Janice. They received us with gracious
hospitality, and sent us away, giddy and loaded down
with books, photos and great stories of early 1900s life
in Jimtown and Alexander Valley. So, as you can see,
the Steelhead Festival was a very rewarding day for the
Museum!

Meet Your Membersby Bob Rawlins

We continue this series to highlight the members
Elections for the board of directors were held in January
at the annual membership meeting; meet Ted E. Calvert,

our new Vice President.

Ted hails from Mentor, a
small town in northeast Ohio,
the youngest of five childrenin
his family. After graduating
from high school, he struck out
to make his fortune as a
journeyman meat cutter but, at
the age of 21, joined the Army.
He eventually rose to crew



chief of a nuclear weapons support team based at the
Presidio in San Francisco. At the end of his tour, he
learned photography at the Brooks Institute of
Photography, and then attended the University of San
Francisco as a business mgjor. After leaving USF and
based on his Army experience, he scored a job with
Pacific Bell working in Beverly Hills, where he installed
state of the art equipment in the homes of Sinatra,
Edward G. Robinson and Jack Warner among many
movie stars. He married and raised two boys, one now a
superintendent of a construction company in
Sacramento, the other working for AT&T in Windsor.

In 1980, Ted was transferred to the Healdsburg
office of PacBell and had such varied jobs as the
communications hookup for NASA space shuttle
landings. During this time, Ted was president of the
Boys and Girls Club for four years during which he
helped build a new, 5000 sq ft clubhouse facility (taking
two years to build) and served on the Healdsburg School
Board for five years. He worked for Sprint for a time
then returned to PacBell (by then AT&T) to manage
technical support in its training department at
Sacramento for 13 years.

Ted retired in 2007, settled in Healdsburg, joined
the Rotary board and keeps busy on the links of the
Tayman Golf Club. An outdoors man, Ted loves to hike
- he climbed Mount Whitney - and had an invitation
from a cousin in Thailand to visit and hike through the
jungle for ten days. What an experience.

| asked Ted how he connected with the museum. It
turns out he decided to write a book about Fitch
Mountain and came to the museum to do research for his
book A Sense of Place, the Legacy of Fitch Mountain,
currently on sale in the museum’'s book store and at
Levin and Company and Copperfield Books in town.
Ted isworking on the next edition of the book to include
the Paomar bar and dance hall a& De Rio Woods,
c1936-1972. If anyone has photos of the inside of the
Palomar, please contact Ted through the museum.

Kent Mitchell, our new president, and Ted have
known each other since their mutual work with the Boys
and Girls Club. Kent, on the nominating committee,
immediately tapped Ted for the VP job when it opened
up this past year. Thanks, Ted for volunteering for this
important position. We look forward to your continued
service on the board.

Chair Factoriesalong the Russian River
by Ann Howard

While scanning the old photographs of early
Geyserville in Harry Bosworth's collection, the photo of
the interior of the 1.0.0.F (Odd Fellows Hall), shown
below, caught my eye. When | showed Holly, she was
thrilled to see proof that the chairs in the museum’s

collection were indeed made near Forestville, an
industry that put Forestville on the map.

Interior of 2nd story of 1. O. O. F building in Geyserville
after 1905. Chairs, with woven raw-hide seats, “ made at
factory in Forestville” (Harry Bosworth collection)

Holly has included one of the raw-hide-bottomed
oak chairs in her new exhibit: ARTIFACTS
MILESTONES FROM HEALDSBURG'S PAST
DECADES. Then Holly found the following news
clipping describing how the chairs were made in
fascinating detail and the locations of the chair factories
along the Russian River.

RUSSIAN RIVER FLAG (Thursday, July 9, 1874)

This portion of Sonoma County has been, for years,
justly famous for its production of raw-hide-bottomed
oak chairs. They are made thus. the posts are turned,
green, from the slim, smooth-barked oak tree found in
the Russian River bottom—the variety called tan-bark
oak; are then steamed until they

become quite pliable; are then
put into frames and bent into a
shape that is agreeable to the
human backbone; are then bored
and mortised for the rounds and
back-dats. In the meantime the
rounds have been burned and
kiln-dried, and the ader-wood
slats have been planed, bent and
dried. The chairs are now “set
up” and sent to the room in
which they are to be bottomed
and varnished.

Green beef-hides  are

Chair
Bosworth collection, just

like

museum collections.

brought to the factory and are
softened in water; then soaked
in lime-water until the hair is
loosened. This takes two weeks.
The hair and flesh are scraped off and the hide is spread
on a large table, where it is cut into a continuous strip,
half an inch wide. An average hide will make a strip nine
hundred feet long and will bottom thirty chairs.

from Harry

the ones in the



Endowment Fund Contributions:

Welcome New Members:

Generous Contributions from: ] )
Kate Black, Celso & Darci Rosales, Susan Harper, Michael

& Chrigtine Wagner, Dr. & Mrs. William Cordtz, Lew &
Irene Sbrana, Susan & Gary Halling

To be continued next month

In remembrance of:

To be continued next month

As fast as one man cuts out the strips, another one
loosely weaves the bottoms, at the rate of twenty an
hour. The chairs are now placed in the sun, where, in a
few hours, the raw-hide contracts and dries into shape. A
coat of varnish completes the work, and the chairs begin
their work at a dollar and seventy-five cents each, retall
price.

The chair factories of importance on Russian River
are August Knaak’s at Healdsburg; S. W. Faudre's,
twelve miles below Healdsburg (twenty miles by the
road), and S. S. Nowlin's, the same distance below
Healdsburg. The last named is east of the river two miles
at Forestville. Knaak is the pioneer, having been in the
business 20 years. His chairs are the most expensive and
are claimed to be the best on the Coast. Mr. Bice, three
miles below Headsburg, has several that Mr. Knaak
made over twenty years ago. They have never been
repaired and yet are in perfect order in spite of the hard
usage that chairs aways receive on afarm. Not a single
round isloose, and the bottoms are entirely sound.

Faudre's chairs have been in the market the last
fourteen years, during al of which time the “old
boss’has been assisted by Fred Bohn. About two and
half years ago Faudre started a new factory at
Forrestville, which he sold last fall to S. S. Nowlin. This
season he opened a new factory directly on the river,
near the oak and alder timber that he uses in the
manufacture of chairs. He now had fourteen hands at
work, with a capacity of fifty chairs a day. During the
twelve years work on Russian River (not counting the
two years at Forrestville) over fifty thousand Faudre

chairs have been sold, and we believe they have given
universal satisfaction.

The Forrestville factory has a greater capacity than
either of the others, but it does not often turn out all of
the work possible. They have made over 600 chairsin a
single week, but have not made quite 6,000 this season.
The timber contractor has not furnished enough materia
to keep them busy all the time. Fourteen hands are
employed in the factory, several othersin the timber and
gtill others in peddling chairs. The establishment has a
20-horse-power engine, 4 lathes, 2 boring machines, 3
circular saws, etc. Marshall Florence is foreman and E.
T. Burgess finisher.

Be sure to visit the museum and see al of the new
exhibits!

Historical Treasuresfrom the Past

Brandt Brothersdelivery wagon

Board of Directors: Kent Mltchell (President), Ted Calvert (Vice President), Ann Mahoney (Past President), Bob Rawlins (Recording
Secretary), Stan Becker (Treasurer), Anna Darden (Assist. Treas.), Mel Amato, Charlotte Anderson, John Cross, Louise Fowler, Mark
Gleason, Carla Howell, Al Loebel, Dan Maraviglia, Joe Norton, Darci Rosales, Celso Rosales, Frank Zak.

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society isto record the history of the Healdsburg area through the
collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg
area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support,
operate and manage the Heal dsburg Museum, Edwin Langhart, Founder.

M ember ship Dues:
Harmon Heald: $1000 Josefa Carrillo: $500 Edwin Langhart: $250 Gold: $100 Family (2 or more): $40
Business: $75 Individual: $25
Newdetter Editor: Barry Stallard, Printing by Amoruso
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