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Family History Essay Challenge Winners
by Holly Hoods

This spring we received more than 150 entries to the
Family History Essay Challenge. A panel of Museum staff
and former teacher volunteers evaluated the essays on the
basis of origindity, research, style, spelling and grammar.
Students could recount a family story or write about an
individual in their own family’s history. The essays were
wonderful: interesting, enjoyable to read, and very well
written overall. The cash awards will be presented to the
winning students at the Museum Thursday, May 14"
2 and 3" Grades:
1% Prize - Abby Salisbury (2™ grade, Westside)
2" Prize - Nicholas Hall (3¢ grade, St. John's)
3 Prize- Sirena Licea - (2™ grade, Westside)

4" and 5" Grades:

1% Prize- James Grable Hart (5" grade, Fitch Mountain)
2" Prize- Bryant Herrguth (5" grade, Fitch Mountain)
3" Prize - Bailey Meza (5" grade, St. John's)

6", 7" and 8" Grades:

1% Prize- lan Howard (6" grade, Westside)

2" Prize - Esther Unti (7" grade, Healdsburg Junior
High)

3" Prize - Katie Greenan (6" grade, St. John's)

The staff thanks Meredith Dreisback, Pam Vana-Paxhia,
Victoria Taneyhill, De Andersen, Sandy Barrett and the
Administration Committee for their support and assistance.
Thanks to the Healdsburg teachers who encouraged their
students to participate in this annual Museum activity.
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Watch the Parade at the M useum on
Thursday, May 21°

Bring your lawn chairs and sun hats to the Museum
garden to join us a 5:00 p.m. for a Future Farmers Parade
watching party. Holly Hoods and her husband, Peter
Leary, winery chef a Limerick Lane Celars, will be
serving homemade grilled sausages, sadads and drinks to
Museum members before the FFA parade. A donation of
(at least) $10 is requested to cover expenses. Cal the
Museum by May 18" to get on the guest list. Hope to see
you there. Remember (for parking) that there will be street
closures that day. The garden is looking especialy good
thanks to recent work by Ed Head, Liz Loebel, Al Loebel
and Matt Bergstrom. Come enjoy it with us.

Opening Exhibit - Quilts of the Healdsburg
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esign by Josephine Fitch Bailhache
(See page 2)
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Calendar

Healdsburg Museum

MAY, 2009
6 HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am
9 Celebrate Healdsburg, Plaza

JUNE, 2009

14 Presentation of Family History
Awards, Museum, 6 pm

19 Board Meeting, 8:30 am

20 Exhibit of Museum Quilts opens
21 FFA Parade

24 Antique Fair, Plaza

3 HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am

3 Langhart Dinner, Seghesio Winery
Honoring Al Loebel &
Nor ma Passarino.

Invitations will be mailed the first
week in May. Space islimited, so
pleasereserve early.

16 Board Mesting, 8:30 am

221 M atheson Street
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Telephone 707 431 3325 - Fax 707 473 4471
www.healdsburgmuseum.org
Healdsbur gM useum@sbcglobal.net
Museum Hours: 11:00 - 4:00 pm
Wednesday — Sunday,

CLOSED MONDAY and TUESDAY
Resear ch Archives open by appointment:
Thursday — Saturday




Curator’s Comments by Daniel F. Murley
Greetings from the ground floor!

Recent research into artifacts in the Museum
collection, have led me on the virtua trail and of the
persons to whom these objects and their descendants are
connected. The portrait of Henry Fitch, possibly the only
likeness of the Rancho Sotoyome owner, led to William
Mulligan the artist, entrepreneur and grape grower from
the Alexander Valey. One of his descendants who
recently moved to this area, Colleen Mulligan Merickel
and her parents, also donated two of Mulligan's early
works to the Museum. Thisin turn led me to the John N.
Bailhache family whose descendants were in possession
of the Fitch portrait. John came to the state in 1850 and
married Josephine the eldest daughter of Henry and
Josefa Fitch in 1856 and lived in the expansive “Fitch's
Castle” on the Russian River near the street south of
town which now bears his name, Bailhache Avenue.

In another related link, two of the quilts which will
appear in the upcoming new exhibit, Color, Comfort
and Craft: The Quilts of the Healdsburg Museum,
were made by Josephine Fitch Bailhache in the 1800s.
From family accounts some of the quilt squares came
from the silk ties of family members. In fact one might
be able to find the fabric worn by John Bailhache in this
1860s image above stitched into the intricate design of
Josephine' s “Tumbling Blocks™ design quilt pictured on
page 1. The quilt exhibit displaying many historic fabric
designs will open on Wednesday, May 20, 2009.

Resear ch Report by Holly Hoods

Y ou may hardly recognize the busy blur that will be
me in May! The day of May 3 adone will find me
dashing around northern Sonoma County to attend the
Historic Healdsburg Homes Tour, the Geyserville May
Day, and the Windsor Historical Society celebration’s of
George Greeott's 99" birthday at the Hembree House
Cultural Center. | will be giving talks about Smith
Robinson and Healdsburg's Adopted Battalion at the
SI.RS. and Kiwanis meetings this month. In the

meantime, Dan and | are busy planning for the
Museum’s participation in the “Celebrate Healdsburg”
event in the Plaza May 9". Fran Schierenbeck and |
have been working on a handout/quiz on Plaza history,
and HHS student Anna Lundborg and | are creating a
history scavenger hunt for teens to do that day. We look
forward to seeing you there!

Recent research at the Museum has included such
topics as. the Maggenti family, the Lorenzini family,
Olivetto winery, the McCord and Combs families, the
Roaring 20s, First Street, the Alexander Valley Store,
the Jimtown Store, the W.W. Ferguson family, Lake
Sonoma and the Warm Springs Dam, the Heald family,
Dry Creek School, the Latimer/Rich families, and the
May Rindge letters in the Madam Preston papers.
Marilyn Bruner Howell, researching an article, would
like to hear from locals who have memories of Bruner's
Nursery on Fitch and North streets. New volunteer
Kathy Engler has been ably asssting me with
architectural research to revise, update and expand a
future historic homes publication. | am also working on
my own research into the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) projects in Healdsburg for an
article | am writing for the next Russian River Recorder.
Thanksto John Crevelli for hislocd tips.

Meet Your Membersby Bob Rawlins

Three new members also joined the board of
directors in January. Meet Celso Rosales, one of that
group.

Celso was born in Jerez, Mexico, a small town in
the state of Zacatecas. His father was a farmer and his
mother a teacher. Celso learned
farming the hard way, planting
corn and bean seeds behind a
plow pulled by a team of mules.
He attended a military high
school in Mexico on a
scholarship and a college
comparable to Santa Rosa Junior
College, mgjoring in mechanics.
After ayear of military servicein
Mexico City, he landed a job in
Acapulco as a mechanic and water ski instructor. Celso
returned to his home in Jerez to work the family farm
when his father becameill.

But when the area suffered a severe drought, he
came to the United States as a guest worker in a program
initiated during 1950-1955. The braceros were given a
choice of work and Celso selected this area picking pears
(Ukiah), prunes (Geyserville), grapes (Healdsburg) and
walnuts (Lake County). At the end of the program, a
farmer in Geyserville offered Celso year round work and
he was able to apply for a visa and five years later
applied for and obtained his US citizenship.



Celso then worked for Frei Brothers and later a
local construction company, all the while taking classes
a the Junior College in English. Continuing his
education, he graduated from Sonoma State with a
master’s degree in counseling at the high school level.
Celso worked at Healdsburg High School for 32 years,
serving as a classified employee, English as a second
language teacher, tennis coach and guidance counselor.
During this time, he met and married Darci Citti, a math
teacher at HHS. Although he officially retired in 1998,
he continued advising with the Mathematics,
Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA) program
and coaching part time until 2005.

Celso is a charter member of the Healdsburg
Historical Society and recently worked at the
Healdsburg Bicentennia celebration. He served on the
Parks and Rec Committee for six years and was on the
first board of the Alliance Medical Center. He served on
the Sonoma State Teaching Credential and the Sonoma
County Juvenile Justice Commissions and continues to
play tennis. Celso has three daughters from a prior
marriage al living in the area, two in Windsor and one
in Larkfield. His parents are deceased but he till has
family in Jerez and returns to visit his home town and
work the farm severa times a year. However, the team
of mules has since been replaced by atractor.

Happily John Cross recruited Celso for the current
board. We are privileged to have a person with his
background and skills to represent the Latino community
with HM&HS.

Books Donated To Schools by Al Loebel

Studentsand Librarians Ericka Drew and ChrisLove
with books donated by Madeline & Dick Wallace
Madeline & Dick Wallace and the Museum

Outreach fund recently teamed up to donate Healdsburg
picture books from the Images of America seriesto loca
3 grade school children. Most of the books were
donated by Madeline & Dick, with the remaining few
being donated by Outreach. The recipients included all
3 grade students in the Healdsburg Unified, West Side,
Alexander Valley and St. John's schools. The books are

from the Arcadia Images of America series and contain
photos from approximately 100 years of Healdsburg
history, from 1850 to 1950. Madeline & Dick felt the
books would fit in well with the Sonoma County history
taught in the 3 grade. The accompanying photo, taken
at the presentation to one of the classes, shows Ericka
Drew & Chris Love, Librarians at Fitch Mountain
School and Dick & Madeline Wallace (Back row, L to
R), with one of the 3 grade classes from Fitch
Mountain School, displaying the newly donated books.

Memories of Charlotte Anderson
Continued

[With the volume of input | received in April, it was not
possible to include every comment by presstime. Herearea
few more - Editor]

I met Charlotte when | joined the Museum Society
in 2002. 1 was charmed by her warm persondity,
inspired by her widespread interests, and awed by her
abounding energy!

Linda Cervantes

Charlotte was a very important part of the Russian
River Recorder's editorial staff. Not only did she
suggest some interesting topics for articles but also
researched and wrote many enjoyed by our readers. In
addition, as aretired English teacher she made us aware
of the importance of correct spelling and punctuations.
We will miss her enthusiasm and her aways pleasant
smile.

Arnold Santucci

Geyserville May Day Festival -
Sunday, May 3, 2009 by Ann Howard

Thefirst May Day picnic was held in Geyservillein
1921 in the Bosworth/Hoffman Grove north of town for

children of all of the grammar schools in the area,
including upper Dry Creek Valley.

Refreshment booth at 1925 May Day picnic in the
Bosworth/Hoffman Grove. Obed Bosworth at right holds a
child. Howdy and Coca Cola drinks and Love Nest candy
barswere sold.



In 1925 the event began to raise money to build the
first fire truck in Geyserville. The Model A chassis was
purchased in about 1931, and the fire truck built at
Augustus Lampson & Sons Garage by a team of local
men.

In 1927 Georgia Rose was Queen and Lou
Colombano, 15, dressed in alavender pilgrim’s costume,
white trim and gold buckles, was King, and danced in a

group.

1930 May Day float on Main Street, Geyserville, with
Queen Josephine Brignole, maid of honor Martha Sealy,
and attendants Mildred Eagle, Irene Branson, Mildred
Kitchen, and Kathleen Reilly. Neva Fredsen created the
poppies on the float. (Josephine Brignole Camaur of
Healdsburgis93in May 2009!)

In 1930 Josephine Brignole, age 14, was crowned
Queen by San Francisco Mayor James Rolph who
presented her with a huge bouquet of roses in every
color. The queen and her court even travelled to San
Francisco to visit the mayor. Healdsburg closed
businesses to attend. Children in costumes danced
(Vince Colombano, 11, was a little green frog), floats
were built for the parade, and children wrapped the
ribbons around the May Pole.

After 1931 there were no
May Day celebrations (the
Depression and then WWII
intervened) until in 1976 the
tradition was revived. Joe
Janusenski of Geyserville shaped
a copper crown for the May
Queen. Lee Hepper, age 14, was
crowned queen by 81-year-old
Obed Bosworth who attended

the first May Day picnics in the
1920s.

The May Day Festival has always been an
opportunity for the small community to gather and
celebrate. Inthelate 1970s - early 1980s firefighters had
water fights, sprayed the crowd, and raised money for
new equipment. Cake walks, quilt raffles, and pony rides
took place; grape box derby cars rattled down the
Chianti Road from Hoffman Grove.

In 2002 the original May Pole from the 1920s was
located and given a fresh coat of paint, and has since
served as the center post for the May Pole Dance at the
Geyser Peak Park
north of town.

1978 Festival, on left

Today children
from  Geyserville
Elementary School
dance in and out
around the pole
weaving the long
pastel ribbons the
full length. Field
games, egg races,
music, Ballet
Folklorico dance performances, Kiwanis Rib Cook-Off,
ethnic food and local wines are enjoyed, and historic
photos and yearbooks are displayed. As always, al
proceeds go to benefit various local organizations. Come
and join thefun on Sunday, May 3 from 12 noon —4
pm, Geyser Peak Winery Park north on Geyserville
Avenue near therailroad tracks.

Holly Hoods Receives Mariano Vallgo
Award

On March 28, on behaf of the Sonoma County
Landmarks Com-mission,
Holly Hoods, who is vice
chair of the Commission,
was awarded the Mariano
Valgo government award
by the Sonoma County
Historical Society.
Congratulations, Holly!

Restoration of the
McClish-
Cunningham House by Fran Schierenbeck

For the past year one of the most talked about
buildings in Healdsburg has been the McClish-
Cunningham House at 325 Fitch Street, which has been
lovingly restored by Jack Cunningham and Linda
Barber.

The McClish-Cunningham house was built in 1903
in the Queen Anne style for Dr. John McClish and
Georgia Hamilton McClish on a lot that was given to
then as a wedding present. A member of a prominent
local family, Dr. McClish trained at the University of
Cdifornia. He practiced dentistry in Healdsburg from
1900 to 1920, when he moved to San Francisco where
he practiced until returning to Healdsburg in 1939,
where he continued to practice until his death.




Endowment Fund Contributions:

Neil Iversen - Darla & Dave Budworth, Peachie & Norm
Generous Contributions from: Dunlavy, Rose Benson, Daniel F. Murley

In remembr ance of: Mrs. Betty Norman - Sally & Barry Smith

Irene Brown- David & Betty Scatena

For Donald McMinn - Ron & Arlene Kron

For Helendale Barrett - Nick & Lois Grace, Ralph &
Bonnie Wallen, Elaine Pollock (spellling correction)

Charlotte Anderson - Temple & June Smith, Clarence
Ruonavaara, John Vallerga, Sandy Barrett, Jack &
Doreene Zanzi, Ed Head, Ed & Margie Summerville, Sally
& Barry Smith, George Greeott, Bob Rawlins, Ann
Mahoney, Daniel F. Murley, Ruth Richmond, Joan & Bob Welcome New Members:
Dickerson, BarbaraWeding & Patricia Sampson, Lloyd &
Prue Draper, De & John Andersen, Kaye & Barry Stallard, | BarbaaRay
Mary Lou & George Clough, Nick & Lois Grace

From 1920 till 1950 there was a secession of The varying rooflines, and the decorative turned
owners, who used the home as a rental, until Frank and woodwork of the brackets, fretwork and spindles of the
Martha Cunningham purchased it in 1950. Frank was a wrap around porch; all are classic elements of the Queen
machinery operator/mechanic for a loca trucking Anne Style. Varying surface textures including shingle
company. Martha kept busy raising five kids (Barbara, types and patterns, vertical and horizontal placement of
Judy, Jack, Kathy, and Jim), and volunteering for many siding, stained glass windows, and a decorative front
organizations in town. When Jack and Linda acquired door, aso helping to making this home an important
the home from their estate, it was in need of restoration. contributor to the historic fabric of Healdsburg. The
Mechanical systems were updated, missing and damaged McCIish-Cunningham house is a great example of a
siding, porch fretwork and brackets were replaced, the Queen Anne, especially now that Jack and Linda have
back porch rebuilt, and a new garage-apartment was restored it.

built in the Queen Anne style.

Before Restoration After Restoration

Board of Directors: Kent Mitchell (President), Ted Calvert (Vice President), Ann Mahoney (Past President), Bob Rawlins (Recording
Secretary), San Becker (Treasurer), Anna Darden (Assist. Treas.), Mel Amato, Louise Fowler, Mark Gleason, Carla Howell, Al
Loebel, Dan Maraviglia,, Darci Rosales, Celso Rosales, Frank Zak.

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society isto record the history of the Healdsburg area through the
collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg
area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support,
operate and manage the Heal dsburg Museum, Edwin Langhart, Founder.

M ember ship Dues:
Harmon Heald: $1000 Josefa Carrillo: $500 Edwin Langhart: $250 Gold: $100 Family (2 or more): $40
Business: $75 Individual: $25
Newdetter Editor: Barry Stallard, Printing by Amoruso
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