
 

 

Latest Exhibition  
Members’ Reception, May 2, 5:30 pm  

Open to Public, May 3, 11:00 am 
by Holly Hoods, Executive Director/Curator 

 
 Our new exhibition, “Healdsburg’s 

Architectural Heritage,” is a tribute to the historic 
architectural character of Healdsburg as reflected in 
its buildings.  The exhibition will present the 
evolution of local architecture from the adobe 

dwellings of the Rancho era and pioneer settler 
cabins to current contemporary styles.  The 
Healdsburg Museum & Historical Society has 
honored    many    local    buildings    with    Historic  

(cont’d on page 7) 
 

Calendar 
 

 
 

Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

May, 2018 
  

 2     “Architectural Heritage” Exhibition   
         Members’ Reception, 5:30 pm 
 

 3     “Architectural Heritage” Exhibition 
         Opens to Public, 11:00 am  
 

 6      AAUW Homes Tour, 10:00 am to  
         4:00 pm, Register at Museum 
 

15     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
         Museum Research Center 
 

18     Guided Tour and Lunch at Shone  
         Farm w/Richard Thomas, 11:00 am 
 

 
 

June, 2018 
 

 3     Antiques and Arts Fair,  
        9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Plaza 
   

 6     HMVA Meeting, 10:00 am,               
        Museum Research Center 
 

19    Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
        Museum Research Center 
 

23    Langhart Award Dinner, 5:30 pm,  
        Simi Winery  
 
 

     

 

 

 
 

 

221 Matheson Street 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 

 

707 431 3325 

Fax 707 473 4471 
 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

info@healdsburgmuseum.org 
 
 
 

Museum Hours: 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods,  
      Executive Director/Curator 
I hope you visited our 

women’s history exhibition, “She 
Persisted,” before it closed April 15.  
We have just published even more 
local women’s stories in a 
companion issue of the Russian 

River Recorder, our quarterly historical journal.  
There are so many compelling stories to tell!   

Museum intern Lauren Carriere and I enjoyed 
researching and writing brief house histories and 
architectural descriptions of the six participating 
homes on this year’s AAUW Healdsburg Homes 
Tour on May 6.  Lauren is a graduate student at 
Sonoma State University whose work at the Museum 
has been partially funded by an educational grant 
from our local AAUW chapter.  We are fortunate to 
have had our paid student internship program 
launched in 2016 by a generous donation from Jane 
and Nelson Weller.  The Wellers have continued to 
support this real-world learning opportunity, as have 
Fred and Leota Gonzalez.  We appreciate it very 
much. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Some of the letters from Smith Robinson donated by Patricia 

Remolif Edwards 

 

The Museum has just received a valuable 
donation of a different kind.  Patricia Remolif 
Edwards of Berkeley sent us a package of 
handwritten letters from Smith Robinson that she 
received from 1954 to 1963.  “Smitty” was a stellar 
individual who mentored and guided many local 
youth as a choir director and coach.  The Healdsburg 
High School gym still bears his name.  Smith’s 
heartwarming letters to Healdsburg servicemen and 
women during WWII bolstered morale to locals 

serving overseas.  Smith later led the community’s 
“adoption” of a 1,000-man Army battalion during the 
Korean Conflict.  His supportive letters to shy 
Patricia while she was away from home, studying in 
France, underscore his kindness. 

Our Museum research library has been busy 
lately, too.  On the closing weekend of the exhibition, 
we saw Fitch/Carrillo descendant Sarah Coston, an 
enthusiastic family historian who traveled to see the 
display about her great-grandmother Josefa Carrillo 
de Fitch, owner of the 48,800-acre Sotoyome Rancho 
that once included Healdsburg and Alexander Valley.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Williams with a copy of his narrative 

 

We also enjoyed a visit from John Williams, 
the great-great-grandson of John S. Williams (1848-
1924) who was recorded to be “the first white child 
born in Sonoma County.”  He was proud to bring us 
a copy of his new 80-page narrative that described his 
fascinating research trail to discover his pioneer past 
which also includes Kit Carson and Daniel Boone.  
John started researching his genealogy at the 
Museum in 2012.  
 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Robert Ford 
Kendra Fitch Garrett 

Deborah & Neussl Geitner 
Tom Gordon 
Dana Hawley 

Christina Stafford 
Laura Treddinnick 

Laura Tyler 
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President’s Corner                  by Ronnie Devitt,                  

                                     Board President 

When the Board held its 
annual strategic planning committee 
meeting in February, three strategic 
goals for 2018 were identified: 
launch and publicize a membership 
drive; improve fundraising and 

develop a long term strategic plan.  The first of these 
goals is now in play.  The goal is to dramatically 
increase Museum membership. 

Signs and banners announcing “May is 
Museum Membership Month” are sprouting all over.  
Museum volunteers will pass out membership 
applications and try to sign up new members 
wherever they can.  If you have an opportunity to 
invite new members, please stop by the Museum and 
pick up a handful of membership envelopes and 
Museum brochures.   

On May 6 we will be soliciting new members 
at the Museum check-in tables for the AAUW 
Healdsburg Homes Tour.  (I hope you will attend the 
tour and support AAUW’s major fundraiser.)  

On May 7 the Healdsburg City Council will 
issue a proclamation declaring “May is Museum 
Membership Month.”  Feel free to attend the meeting 
to cheer the issuance of this proclamation.  Museum 
staff and volunteers will also be hosting receptions 
for various community groups throughout the month 
to introduce our beautiful Museum to people who 
may not be familiar with it. 

Why does Museum membership matter?  It 
matters because: 

• The Museum is the repository and keeper of local 
history. 

• Our Museum membership is kept informed about 
our programs, collections, exhibitions, events and 
research. 

• Reaching non-members requires far more effort 
and expense to publicize what we have to offer. 

• Museum dues help keep the doors open.  We 
cannot survive without membership income. 

We know that none of our members would 
ask, “What’s in it for me?”  However, if you need to 
respond to such a question, you can say that basic 
membership includes free research by appointment, a 
subscription to the Russian River Recorder scholarly 
journal, invitations to members’ only opening 
receptions and discounts at the Museum gift shop.  
There are additional benefits at higher membership 
levels.  (A complete listing is provided on page 9.) 
One of the best benefits at the $100 membership level 
is free admission to approximately 1,000 other 
museums who are members of the North America 
Reciprocal Museum Association (“NARM”).   

Regardless of the membership level, a 
member is part of a community of great people 
dedicated to protecting and preserving the history of 
Healdsburg.  You are our partners in preserving 
Healdsburg History.  Please invite your friends, 
neighbors, family to become members or better yet, 
give them a gift of membership. 
 

The Review Goes Digital 
As a cost-cutting measure, this spring the 

Museum will launch the digital delivery of our 
monthly newsletter to all of our members with email 
addresses.  In addition to saving on printing and 
mailing costs, you will receive the newsletter earlier 
and see it in color.  For those members for whom we 
do not have email addresses, we will continue to send 
you a paper newsletter by postal mail.   

Our goal is to transition all members to digital 
newsletter delivery.  Although we realize this may 
take some time since we have some members who do 
not use email.   

If you have an email address, but have not 
provided it to the Museum, we hope you will share it 
with us in order to allow us to improve our 
communication.  Please send us an email at 
info@healdsburgmuseum.org or give us a call at 
(707) 431-3325.   

We appreciate your support of this beneficial 
cost-cutting measure.  



4 

 

  



5 

 

HMVA News          by Ann Howard, HMVA Chair  
Small pieces of paper in a 

museum collection are difficult to 
display, but often hold clues to the 
past.  Diane Carriger has been 
scanning and describing hundreds of 
ephemera.   

On one piece of paper 3” x 8” 
dated 1852 was handwriting that was particularly 
difficult to read, so she asked anyone who came into 
the Museum’s research room to give it a try.  Having 
read many old documents with varied handwriting, I 
enjoyed the challenge.  Unfortunately, cursive 
writing is no longer taught to young people.  Already 
the younger generation is not able to read these 
fascinating old documents. 

I am pleased to resume my duties as 
receptionist greeting interesting visitors in the 
Gallery.  During our recent “She Persisted” 
exhibition, Patrick Mukaida, who has worked at 
Ferrari Carano for over 20 years, mentioned that he 
was of the recipient of the Dry Creek Neighbors’ 
Club scholarship in 1977 when he observed our 
display.   

On another shift, I greeted a woman who 
immediately pointed to the portrait of Josefa Carrillo 
Fitch on display and said that Josefa was her great-
great-grandmother!  Jane, Lauren and I were able to 
provide our guest, Sarah Coston, with more 
information about her notable ancestor.  We were 
also proud to tell her that there was a definite family 
resemblance.   

If you haven’t considered becoming a 
Museum receptionist, I hope you will consider it.  
You never know who will be coming through our 
front door and what interesting encounters may 
occur. 

Sunday, May 6 will find me overseeing the 
display of historic photographs at the Geyserville 
May Day Festival from noon to 4:00 pm, while folks 
will be enjoying the Healdsburg Homes Tour. 

I am eager to view Jon Lacaillade’s models of 
the facades of Healdsburg’s architectural gems in the 
new exhibit, “Healdsburg’s Architectural Heritage,” 
which opens to the public on May 3.  One of the 
models is of a home that will be open for the tour this 
year and had received the Museum’s Historic 
Residential Restoration award in 2008.  

Farewell to Dan Murley            by Holly Hoods 

We received 
the sad news that 
Daniel F. Murley, 
the fifth Curator of 
the Healdsburg 
Museum and 
Historical Society, 
passed away from a 
heart attack on 
February 27 at age 
70.  Our deepest 
sympathy goes to 
his wife, Dr. Sandra 
Hollimon, and 
daughters, Oona 
and Hannah.  

Dan attended the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, where he earned a BBA in 
management/economics in 1969.  After a stint in the 
Army, he served as a field and supervisory State Park 
Ranger, mainly at Ft. Ross, for over 30 years.  He also 
served as a field Archaeologist in Northern California 
working with UC Berkeley at Fort Ross and in Alaska 
on Kodiak Island.   

In 2003 Dan retired from the State Park 
Service and earned a Master's degree in Museum 
Studies from San Francisco State University.  He 
spent seven years as our Museum Curator, retiring in 
2008.   

In retirement, Dan chaired the Sonoma 
County Heritage Network and was writing a book 
dealing with the early European contact years in 
Northern California.  European colonization and its 
effects on Native People were a lifelong research 
focus of his.   

Dan was a devoted sports and baseball fan, 
especially the Boston Red Sox.  He also cherished his 
family and many warm friends and acquaintances.   

A celebration of his life will be held later this 
spring. 

Contributions in Memory of Dan Murley  
Maria Hanophy 

Kayla Ogle 
Taylor Palmer 
Billy Pickett 

Kay & Ted Robinson 
Lauren Zmirich 
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Shone Farm Tour and Lunch 
Join us on Friday, May 18, 11:00 am to 3:00 

pm for a private tour of Santa Rosa Junior College’s 
Shone Farm with Richard Thomas as our guide.   

Shone Farm is the 365-acre self-sustaining 
farm near the Russian River that serves as an outdoor 
learning laboratory for SRJC.  The farm offers 
students majoring in agriculture and forestry 
diversified, hands-on educational opportunities.  It 
also generates income from the sale of grapes from 
the College’s vineyard operation, as well as oat hay, 
oat silage and sheep and swine operations.  Produce 
raised in farm gardens are used in SRJC’s Culinary 
Training Program. 

Rich Thomas is a local icon credited with 
bringing viticulture into the 21st Century in Sonoma 
County and a fantastic lecturer.   

Tour around the property in a luxury bus to 
see the forest, pasture, vineyard, crop production, 
olive and apple orchard and 39 acres of buildings and 
improvements. 

Tour participants can either meet the tour bus 
at Shone Farm at 11:00 am or meet at the Museum at 
10:20 am to carpool. 

The cost is $100 per person.  You may 
purchase tickets online, or send your check to 
Healdsburg Museum, 221 Matheson Street, 
Healdsburg, CA  95448 by May 11. 

The tour is limited to 37 people. 
All proceeds from the tour will benefit the 

Museum.  Our thanks to the generosity of Redwood 
Empire Vineyard Management for providing the bus 
and to Pacific Union International for providing 
boxed lunches.   

 

 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Geoffrey W. Hyde from: Christine Hyde 
 

Dorothy Osborn from: Bill & Reta Munselle 
Marcia Teuschler 

 

Odile Rasmussen from: Bill & Reta Munselle 
 

Sherry Porter from: Shirley & Rick Buchignani  
 

Virginia Ruth Wallace from: Bill & Reta Munselle 
 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Ed Matteoli from: Joel & Harlene Wright 
Carol Kubes Novak 

Kay & Ted Robinson 
Joe & Vivienne Rochioli 

 

Barbara Petersen from: Kay & Ted Robinson 
 

Jerry Goodyear from: Kay & Ted Robinson 
Ron & Arlene Kron 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

June 23, 2018 
 

Langhart Volunteer Event 

at Simi Winery 
 

Honoring 

Rawleigh Fjeld 

 and  

Cilla Marshall 
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Stewart Wade and Holly Hoods 

 

Welcome Back to School, Stewart Wade 
by Holly Hoods 

Daniels School, the historic one-room 
schoolhouse that served the Mill Creek Road 
community of “Venado” from 1883- 1951, was the 
site of a festive gathering of about 75 friends, family, 
neighbors and history-supporters on Saturday, April 
6.  The group assembled to welcome the visit of 103-
year-old Stewart Wade of Hawaii, a former 
Healdsburg resident who attended Daniels School in 
the late 1920s.  Stewart and his wife Cecilia had 
wanted to see the recently restored schoolhouse in 
person, so Bonnie and Richard Pitkin and the Venado 
Historical Society planned a picnic celebration.   

To honor Stewart’s visit, State Senator Mike 
McGuire sent a proclamation, which was read aloud.  
Stewart told a few favorite school stories.  I showed 
off the 46-star American flag from Daniels School 
that Stewart had donated to our Museum years ago.  
Ray Holley, managing editor of the Healdsburg 

Tribune, attended the event, interviewed Stewart and 
featured the story on front page of the Tribune.   

Stewart and his multi-generational family 
seemed genuinely delighted to share this day of 
history with us.  It was heartwarming to see smiles 
from age three to age 103.  

 

 

Carrillo/Fitch descendants at Museum Research Room 
 

A Visit from Fitch Descendants  
In March we enjoyed a wonderful visit from 

Kendra Fitch Garrett, Jake Garrett, Chicago Joudek, 
Conner Houdek, Trina Stock, Kateland Houdek and 
Hannah Moore.  The family came from Payson, AZ, 
and Modesto, CA, to reconnect with their Healdsburg 
family roots.  They are all descended from Josefa 
(Carrillo) Fitch and Henry Fitch.   

The group was eager to see an early map of 
the Sotoyome Rancho owned by the Fitch family in 
the 19th century where Healdsburg is now located.  
Josefa Fitch was featured in our exhibition, “She 
Persisted,” about local women's history.   

After leaving the museum, the family headed 
to Oak Mound Cemetery to visit the Fitch graves.  We 
always enjoy meeting enthusiastic descendants of 
Healdsburg families. 

 

Latest Exhibition               (cont’d from page 1) 

Preservation Awards since 1996.  This exhibition 
highlights these historic treasures and recognizes 
other important historic designations including the 
National Register of Historic Places and the 
California Register of Historical Resources.  

We will also showcase the craftsmanship of 
talented woodworker Jon Lacaillade who has 
replicated four of the major historic residential styles 
of our community: Italianate, Queen Anne, 
Craftsman and Neoclassical.  The character-defining 
elements of these styles will be featured with photos 
of excellent local examples, past and present.   

Don’t miss it! 
 

Thanks to Our Latest Donors 
 

Tom & Ronnie Devitt 
Linda Hillel & Jon Eisenberg 

Ann Mahoney 
Eric T. Norrbom 

Nelson & Jane Weller 
 

Thanks to Our Latest 

Cemetery Restoration Donors 
 

Doris & Vernon Evans 
Raymond & Ettamarie Peterson 
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