
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Ed and Margery Neal 
 

“History Lives” Honors Dr. Ed Neal 
Villa Chanticleer, September 21 

by Holly Hoods 
 

The Museum’s signature event, “History 
Lives,” is our annual event at which we present the 
Pioneer Award to a local individual or couple for 
their contributions to their respective fields and to the 
community. It is also our biggest fundraiser. 

           This year’s “History Lives” dinner promises to 
be one of the best ever! Museum supporters and fans 
of Dr. Ed Neal will gather at Villa Chanticleer on 
Saturday, September 21, to honor this man and his 
wonderful career in Healdsburg    (cont’d on page 10)  
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Healdsburg Museum 
 

 
 

September, 2019 
 

   

  17   Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
         Museum Research Center 
 

  21  “History Lives” Dinner, Instant  
        Wine Cellar Raffle Drawing,  
        5:00 pm, Villa Chanticleer     

 
 

October, 2019 
 

   

    5   Sonoma County “Archives  
         Crawl, ” 11:00 am to 4:00 pm,  
         Museum Research Center  
 

  15   Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, 
         Museum Research Center 
 

 
 
    

 221 Matheson Street 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 

707 431 3325 

Fax 707 473 4471 
 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

info@healdsburgmuseum.org 
 

Museum Hours: 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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History Matters                              by Holly Hoods,                          
                    Executive Director/Curator 

The Museum has been 
enjoying a busy and happy summer 
with plenty of out-of-town visitors 
and an ever-growing number of 
visiting researchers.  

Even our talented team of 
young volunteers is growing! When you next visit the 
Museum, please introduce yourself to our two new 
student volunteers, Todd and Josephine. These 
motivated graduate students of history at Sonoma 
State University will be at our Museum two days a 
week to gain practical Museum experience. (You can 
learn more about Josephine and Todd on page 9.) 
Roan Affronti, our Healdsburg High School intern, 
has also been working for us two days a week this 
summer. (You can read his perspective on Roderick 
Matheson on page 11.) Now a senior and back in 
school, Roan will continue working at the Museum 
on Saturdays. Our middle school volunteer Betsy 
Sanchez is back at school and will continue to stay 
involved at the Museum on the weekends as often as 
she can. I am happy to provide opportunities for them 
to learn from us and for us to learn from them.  

Recent research projects have ranged from 
historic homes, ranches, 19th century utopian 
communities, 1980s businesses to cultural 
landscapes. We never have a single boring day!  

Laurie Ann Doyle at the Oliveto display part of the 

Museum’s current exhibition, “Wine Roots” 

 

Author Laurie Ann Doyle, a descendant of 
Domenico Lorenzini, who co-founded Oliveto 
Winery (located on Healdsburg Avenue at the base of 

Powell Avenue) in 1902, visited the Museum with 
her childhood friend Dana Cristman Eaton, a resident 
of Healdsburg. Laurie wanted to obtain some 
background history of the area to give flavor and 
visual inspiration for her next book, which will be set 
at the turn of the 20th century. It was gratifying to help 
her connect with the past and find research that was 
meaningful to her work. Now she is also a Museum 
member! 

Some of the Fletcher Group landscape design consultants 

during their August 15 visit to the Museum  

 
Lauren and I just welcomed a team of 

landscape design consultants from the Fletcher 
Group to the Museum and spent several hours with 
them. They were touring Healdsburg with 
Community Services Director Marq Themig and 
Parks and Open Space Director Jaime Licea, seeking 
historical background and imagery of Healdsburg 
over time. They were interested and appreciative of 
our efforts to find photos, maps and history of the 
parks, the river, the railroad and the plaza.  

I emphasized the importance that prunes once 
had in the local economy and agriculture. Jaime, who 
grew up in the area, nodded in agreement as I 
described how picking prunes was done. (They were 
gathered off the ground after the fruit was shaken 
from the trees, not plucked off the branches.) He 
attested to the fact that kids were motivated to pick 
because the money they earned was used to buy their 
new school clothes. The local school start date was 
also dependent on the harvest.  

It was the first of many visits. We are happy 
to assist them to do the best possible job for our city.  

We enjoy helping people connect to the 
history that is relevant and meaningful to them. 
Thank you for supporting our Museum to help us 
keep local history alive. 
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President’s Corner                    by Eric Ziedrich, 

                                     Board President 
As you may have heard many 

times over the years, the Healdsburg 
Museum & Historical Society 
receives all of its operational funding 
through membership dues, donations 
and fundraisers. In 2018 our 

revenues totaled $286,000 dollars. The most 
significant contributions and their share of the total 
revenue were as follows: 

• Fundraising Events — 27% 

• Annual Appeal — 19% 

• Interest from Endowment Fund — 15% 

• Membership — 14% 

• Business Partners — 6% 
I have always marveled at the level of 

community financial support HM&HS receives 
every year. In a town of fewer than 12,000 people, 
the Museum has 650+ members who provide 
membership dues, annual appeal contributions, 
memorial donations, fundraising activity support and 
volunteer assistance in the daily operation of the 
Museum. 

A few years ago, the Board, while thrilled 
with the level of individual support we receive, 
realized that we were remiss in effectively connecting 
with Healdsburg’s business community. To address 
that void, the Board created a commercial 
membership package, the Business Partnership 
Program. It includes multiple categories of financial 
support with corresponding benefits. They can 
include free services, free tours and publications from 
the Museum, free advertising in our publications and 
website and complementary tickets to Museum 
events. 

The Business Partnership categories and 
corresponding annual contribution thresholds are: 

• Angel — $5,000 

• Patron — $1,000 

• Sponsor — $500 

• Friend — $100 
Business Partners through the Sponsor level 

are listed in our newsletters. If you patronize these 
businesses, please share your appreciation with the 
owners the next time you visit their establishments. If 
one of your favorite local businesses is not on the list, 
please share the story of the Healdsburg with them. It 

could be that they simply weren’t aware of what a 
terrific organization it is. 

If you are reading this column, you are 
probably already a member of the Museum. If you’re 
not, please join us today! 
 

Volunteer News                          by Ronnie Devitt,                

                           Volunteer Coordinator 

This has been a good month 
as measured by new volunteers. Two 
new young men have been added to 
the receptionist crew, our intern 
Roan Affronti and Todd Stankas, a 
history graduate student.  

Do the math!  We have fewer than 100 active 
volunteers. If we added two new volunteers every 
month, we would increase the team by 25% per year. 
That would be great!   

We also realize that if the volunteer’s interests 
and skills fit the job, it will be a more satisfactory 
experience. Therefore, I like to meet individually 
with our new volunteers to discuss possible activities. 
Please call or email me (707-473-0595 or 
vdevitt@comcast.net) if you have any time to devote 
to the Museum. Here is a list of volunteer 
opportunities: 

• Receptionists 

• Events: chair, organize, worker bee 

• Exhibitions: set ups, take downs, storage 

• Collections Management Team 

• Research  

• Correspondence, Mailing 

• Electronic Communications, Social Media 

• Fundraising 

• Gift Shop Assistant Manager 

• Grants — sourcing, preparing proposals 

• Publicity 

• Technological Assistance 

• Writing — publications, exhibition placards 
If you see an area where carrying out the 

Museum’s mission could be improved, you could 
even create your own position!  

Remember to check the Volunteer Voice 
email blasts that come out on Tuesday mornings. It 
lists specific up-coming needs for help. If you are not 
receiving the Voice, call the Museum (431-3325) and 
we’ll happily add you to our list. 

Thank you, Volunteers, for all that you do. 
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Pioneer Award Dinner Live Auction  

by Eric Ziedrich, Auctioneer 
The primary intent of the HM&HS Annual 

“History Lives” event is to recognize an individual(s) 
with deep roots in the Healdsburg community who 
has demonstrated strong community involvement 
and leadership in their profession. It is also THE 
major fundraiser for the Museum. The key sources 
for those funds are ticket sales and the silent and live 
auctions. 

We have gathered some fantastic donated 
auction items in the past, including tours, vacation 
home stays, trips, dinners, wine collections and much 
more. While there have been some phenomenal 
“deals” in previous auctions, the main idea of the 
auction is to solicit financial support for HM&HS and 
have all kinds of fun in the process. 

This year, the “History Lives” Committee, 
under the leadership of Tara Johnson of Summit State 
Bank, has put together an exciting selection of 
auction items that promise to create some excitement 
and hopefully lots of competitive bidding. 

All event ticket holders will receive a list of 
both silent auction and live auction items prior to the 
event on September 21. If you are planning to attend 
and honor this year’s recipient, Dr. Ed Neal, please 
take some time to review all of the auction items in 
advance.   

Come ready to bid high…and bid often! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instant Wine Cellar   by Stan Becker, Event Chair 
Now is your 

chance to have a wine 
cellar of your very 
own! Tickets are 
available for the 
Museum’s 25th 
Anniversary Instant 
Wine Cellar (IWC) 
raffle fundraiser.  

We will be 
awarding three cellars. The first place prize cellar is 
101 bottles of premium Sonoma County wines, 
second place is 60 bottles and third place is 48 bottles. 
As of August 25, the combined prize value was  
$9,864. Wine has been donated from some of 
Sonoma County’s finest wineries — Wilson, 
Longboard, Preston and Nalle — to name just a few. 
(For a complete prize list, check out pages 7 and 8.) 

Ticket prices are $10 for one, $35 for six and 
$70 for 15 tickets. Winners must be 21 or older. You 
need not be present at the drawing to win.  

It is easy to participate. You may obtain 
tickets at the Museum Wednesday through Sunday, 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Some of our local businesses 
also have IWC raffle tickets for sale on our behalf.  
They are: 

• La Crema Winery 

• Seghesio Winery 

• Hudson Street Wineries 

• Longboard Winery 

• Davis Family Wines  

• Hotel Trio 

• Hotel Healdsburg 

• h2hotel 

• Harmon House Hotel 

• Dry Creek Inn 
Fill out the stubs and return them with your 

check or credit card information to the Museum.  
Drawing for the raffle prizes will be held in 

conjunction with the Museum’s “History Lives” 
event on September 21 at Villa Chanticleer in 
Healdsburg. You need not be present to win. 

We appreciate your support!  

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Ed Nicoletti from David & Denna Faloni 
Bill Barnes from Valerie Petersen 

Bunny Lewers from Valerie Petersen 
 

Contributions in Honor of: 

The Lorenzini Family from Laurie Doyle 
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Meet Our New Student Volunteers  
 
 
 
 

Josephine Ockrassa 

 

Hello, my name is Josephine Ockrassa. I was 
raised in Vallejo and currently live in Rohnert Park. I 
graduated from Sonoma State University in 2018 
with my BA in German Cultural Studies. I am 
currently in my first year of the SSU History MA 
program with a focus in 20th century European 
History.  

I will be interning at the Museum on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. I look forward to 
gaining experience in collections management and 
archival work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Todd Stankas 

 

Hello, my name is Todd Stankas and I am 
from Santa Rosa. I have family history here in 
Healdsburg that goes back more than half a century, 
so I am excited to be working here and to learn more 
about my family roots.  

I am currently a graduate student at Sonoma 
State University and I am majoring in history. My 
focus is on religious history during the late-antique 
period in Europe, so I do a lot of work in the 
formative years of Christianity. Due to my interest in 
religion, I am hoping to learn more about the 
Christianization process of the Native American 

population in the area of Healdsburg and Northern 
Sonoma County.  

I will typically be at the Museum working in 
collections and the research library on Thursdays and 
Fridays. Thank you very much for allowing me to be 
a member of this team! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Jim and Meredith Dreisback 

 

Thank You from 2019 Langhart Honorees 
Dear Friends, 

We would once again like to thank you, Holly, 

Jane, Lauren and the Board for the recognition you 

gave to us at the Volunteer Picnic, adding our name 

to the list of previous honorees, who have and 

continue to work so hard for the Museum, means a 

lot to us. 

Volunteering for the Museum is very special 

and easy – when working with so many dedicated, 

extraordinary, knowledgeable and happy people! 

You know we love to help and you can count 

on us to be there for the Museum. 

Our Best, Jim & Meredith 

 

Windsor Hop Harvest & Heritage Day 
During the early 1900s through the 1950s, 

this area was a major producer of hops. The Windsor 
Historical Society is hosting the Ninth Annual Hop 
Harvest and Heritage Day on Saturday, September 7, 
from noon to 3:00 pm on their Museum grounds at 
9225 Foxwood Drive in Windsor. 

Explore the local history and pick some hops 
to find out what makes beer taste so good!  Lunch 
will be available for $15. It will be served at 1:00 pm.  

For additional information and/or to purchase 
tickets, contact the Windsor Historical Society at 
P.O. Box 1544, Windsor, CA 95492 or call 838-4563. 
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“History Lives”…                     (cont’d from page 1) 
and Sonoma County. Dr. Neal will receive the 2019 
Pioneer Award.  

Dr. Neal was one of the first Family Practice 
doctors in the area, on call countless nights and 
weekends. For years, he worked at the Healdsburg 
General Hospital on Johnson Street. Among his many 
accomplishments, Dr. Neal helped mobilize efforts to 
build a new modern hospital. He also taught resident 
physicians at Community Hospital. In the 1970s, Dr. 
Neal was one of the founders of Central Medical 
Familial to serve low-income clients, particularly 
farm workers. The clinic evolved into today’s 
Alliance Medical Center. After 40 years of practicing 
medicine in Healdsburg and northern Sonoma 
County, Dr. Neal retired in 2004 with the respect of 
his peers and love of his community.  

Tables are selling fast for this festive night in 
tribute to this influential, yet humble, community 
member. We will feature an appealing silent auction 
and an exciting live auction and conduct the drawing 
for the 2019 Instant Wine Cellar raffle prizes. 
(Winners   need  not   be   present   to   win   one   of 

three incredible collections of premium Sonoma 
County wines.) 

Guests will enjoy a delicious three-course, 
family-style Oaxacan dinner, prepared by the talented 
and community-spirited Octavio and Pedro Diaz. The 
menu will include: 

First course  
Hearts of romaine with cherry tomatoes, avocado, 

watermelon radishes and queso fresco in cilantro 

lime dressing topped with Don Ruco molé salt  

by El Gallo Negro, Windsor 
Second course  

Slow-roasted pork molé and pan-seared Mary’s 

chicken breast in ranchero sauce, rainbow 

potatoes with olives and a baby carrot garnish 

by El Farolito, Healdsburg 
Third course  

Bite-sized flan with farm-fresh fruit, sprinkled  

with Don Ruco Jamaica salt 

by Agave, Healdsburg 
Tickets are $110 per person and tables of 

eight are encouraged. Contact the Museum (431-
3325) to secure your seat at a wonderful night of 
community-centered fun in support of our Museum.  

See you there! 

 

August 25 Antiques and Arts Fair on the Plaza 

Thanks to Our Latest Donor 
 

Tim Muller 
Muller Family Foundation 

 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Anna Grant 
Emily Krispin 
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The Matheson Papers                                                                                   by Roan Affronti, Intern 

Colonel Roderick Nicol 
Matheson is widely known in 
Healdsburg for one thing: being the 
name of a street. Matheson is much 
more than a street name; rather he is a 
hidden hero in Healdsburg. During 
my summer internship at the Museum 

I have had the pleasure of studying Matheson as a 
person by reading his letters in the Museum 
collection. The “Matheson Papers” as they are called 
are a collection of letters from Matheson to his wife, 
Netty. My project this summer has been to read, 
organize and inventory this information.  

Before Matheson came to Healdsburg, he was 
well known in San Francisco. He came to San 
Francisco from New York in 1849 and quickly began 
making a name for himself. Matheson contributed to 
the burgeoning city by founding the Mechanic’s 
Institute and a fire engine company. Additionally, he 
was elected as the city comptroller and was even 
appointed as a General of Division by the Mexican 
Army.  

Matheson grew bored of city life and in 1855 
moved his wife, Netty, and their son, Roderick Jr., to 
Healdsburg. Again, Matheson wasted no time 
becoming an active member of the community. He 
founded the first school in Healdsburg, the Russian 
River Institute, where he taught and was the 
principal. However, Matheson’s major 
accomplishment was his involvement in the Free Soil 
Party. The party’s platform was to keep slavery out 
of all Western territories.  

Due to his popularity, Matheson was invited 
to Abraham Lincoln’s inauguration where he was to 
discuss a possible political appointment in California. 
He did not receive any political appointments. 
Rather, he was commissioned as a colonel and swept 
into the Civil War. 

Matheson’s letters also offer a glimpse of 
military life. He was put in charge of the 32nd New 
York Volunteer Infantry. However, under Matheson, 
the unit was called the 1st California Regiment and 
was partially made up of volunteers from California.  

In his letters, Matheson discusses a wide 
range of topics, from the battles he fought to how 
much he missed his wife and children. The 1st 
California saw combat in a few battles, most notably 
the First Battle of Bull Run where they achieved the 

only Union victory of the day. In his letters, 
Matheson does not discuss his combat experience, 
but rather focuses on questions about his wife and 
discussions of smaller matters. Throughout all his 
letters, it seems that while he is proudly and dutifully 
serving his country, he simultaneously feels lonely 
and homesick for his wife and family.  

Tragically, Matheson never saw his family 
again. He was killed on September 14, 1862, at the 
Battle of Crampton’s Gap. He was only 38 years old. 

Source:  Healdsburg Museum Collection 

Colonel Roderick Nicol Matheson, 1861 

 
All of this information comes from the 

Matheson papers in the Museum's collection. There 
were two aspects to the papers: a transcript of the 
letters and a photocopy of the original letters. The 
transcripts were a blessing. Long ago some heroic 
volunteer looked through every single Matheson 
letter and rewrote them by hand and again with a 
typewriter. Thanks to them, we can easily access 
Matheson’s letters. The photocopies are a bit more 
difficult to study. I found them difficult to read. 
However, I learned more about archival work as I 
sorted through these old photocopies, deciding what 
was legible and what was no longer worth keeping. It 
was a long, and somewhat tedious process, but when 
finished, it was a satisfying result. 

The Matheson Papers show that, while 
Healdsburg is a small town, its inhabitants influenced 
the larger world. They illustrate that even in a little 
town such as ours, there is a rich, important history 
just waiting to be discovered!   
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