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Most archaeologists agree that Healdsburg sits atop 
I 0,000 year old village sites. In the more recent past 
the area was occupied by Southern Pomo and Wappo 
speakers. In 1841, 48,800 acres of this Ian� became 
the Rancho Sotoyome, granted to sea captain Henry 
Fitch by Mexico. Fitch hired fur trapper Cyrus 
Alexander to manage the ranch. In 1841 Alexander 
built an adobe dwelling, and developed a cattle 
ranch, tannery, and grist mill. Alexander was gi�en
his own tract of land (Alexander Valley) from Fitch 
in 1845. At the end of the Mexican-American War, 
Fitch's widow sold parts of the Rancho to pay her 
taxes. Hannon Heald, an Ohio native who came 
here after a failed gold mining attempt, bought much 
of the property. He laid out a town that he named 
"Healdsburg" in 1857. Heald donated land for a cen
tral park (the Plaza), as well as for a school, ceme
tery, and churches. The remaining lots were s_old for
$ I 5.00 each. The population within the city limits 
swelled from 300 people in 1857 to almost 2,000 in 
1880. 

The Healdsburg Museum was founded in 1976. 
Until 1989 the Museum occupied small temporary 
quarters. A fund-raising drive raised over hal_f a mil
lion dollars to refurbish Healdsburg's Carnegie 
Library as a pennanent home for the Museum. The 
Museum is owned by the City of Healdsburg and 
operated by volunteers and staff of the He�ldsburg
Museum and Historical Society. For more informa
tion on local architecture, consult our book "Historic 
Homes of Healdsburg," join one of our guided walk
ing tours, or make an appointment to do research in 
our library. 
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I. Carnegie Library

221 Matheson Street

Built in 1911 during the second revival of classical 
architecture, this building incorporates the columns, 
stairs, and pediment typical of Classic temples and 
other structures. The first library in Healdsburg was 
established m the late 1870s, but failed. A new 
library run by the Ladies Temperance League opened 
in the late 1880s in City Hall. This building served 
as a City run library from 1911 until the 1980s. 

2. James Thompson House

317 Tucker Street

The simplicity of this house and the absence of 
ornate detail are typical of local fam1house1> from the 
mid-19th century. Little is known about the people 
who lived in the thousands of unassuming clapboard 
houses constructed in 1he west between 1850 and 
1875. This one was built by Ohio natives. James and 
Ehza Thompson, who first settled in Dry Creek 
Valley m I 849. The Thompsons built this house in 
town about 1864 for their family of 9 children. 

3. George Alexander House

419 Tucker Street

This example of a Queen Anne "cottage" was built 
with mail-order architectural plans m 1895. The 
house has a number of elaborate ornamental mill
work details, such as cut shingles on the gables and 
scroll-sawn brackets on the bay, which were made 
possible by industrial machinery. Th_is resid�nce was 
built for George Alexander, tenth child of pioneer 
settlers on the Rancho Sotoyome, Cyrus and Rufena 
Alexander. 

4. Sarah Cole House

204 Second Street

Italianate Victonan homes built in the I 880s took 
insp1rat1on from the villas of northern llaly. The 
overhanging cornice and brackets at the top, sm�ller 
pediments over the windows, and elaborate portico 
arc characteristic of these structures. Sarah Cole 
came here from Texas with several of her 12 children 
in 1890 and bought the house. 
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