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^̂ The Geysers" have been an a t t r 
a c t i o n s i n c e they were f i r s t seen 
by V/illiam B e l l E l l i o t t i n 1847. 
One of the e a r l i e s t w r i t t e n ac
counts was published e i g h t y e a r s 
l a t e r and s a i d , i n p a r t : 

"The whole a i r of the v a l l e y 
seems s t r o n g l y impregnated w i t h 
s u l p h u r i c vapor, and on f i r s t des
cending i s s l i g h t l y d i s a g r e e a b l e , 
but we are soon accustomed to i t 
and d e r i v e b e n e f i t i n s t e a d of i n 
convenience. I n approaching the 
p r i n c i p a l r a v i n e , we n o t i c e a c o l 
umn of steam a r i s i n g l i k e m i s t to 
the clouds, and the r o a r of an ap
parent w a t e r f a l l of c o n s i d e r a b l e 
magnitude, which as v/e come ne a r e r 
proves to be but the r u s h of e s 
caping vapor. We stand upon the 
b r i n k of a yawning g u l f where the 
v e r y e a r t h beneath our f e e t i s 
heated w i t h hot s p r i n g s , and look 
down upon the j e t s and masses of 
mist i s s u i n g w i t h a r o a r i n g sound 
from the f i s s u r e s i n the rocky w a l l . 

"A small stream runs through the 
e n t i r e r a v i n e ( D e v i l ' s Canyon) 
whose bed and banks to a c o n s i d e r 
able height are so f i l l e d w i t h 
b o i l i n g s p r i n g s , and streams of 
escaping vapor, as to heat the 
whole s u r f a c e to an unpleasant de
gree. Some of the s p r i n g s are of 
i n k y b l a c k n e s s , and strong w i t h min
e r a l s , w h i l e others have v a r i o u s 
shades of c o l o r , even to pure l i m 
pi d v/ater, whose only p e c u l i a r i t y 
i s extreme heat. 

"We are c o n s t a n t l y enveloped 
i n a cloud of mist so dense as to 
l i m i t the view to a narrow c i r c l e 
of a few f e e t . I n one p o i n t i t 
escapes i n a c e a s e l e s s r o a r , i n 
another i n r e g u l a r p u f f s , s i m i l a r 
to those of a high p r e s s u r e eng
i n e , o c c a s i o n a l l y throwing j e t s 
of s c a l d i n g water to a c o n s i d e r 
able h e i g h t , w h i l e i n others i t 
r i s e s s i l e n t l y from the b o i l i n g 
s u r f a c e , or comes out i n g r e a t 
volumes from cavernous f i s s u r e s , 
or beneath huge boulders." 

Your e d i t o r i s not as f l u e n t 
w i t h the a d j e c t i v e s and, you can 
be s u r e , we didn't see the same 
"geysers", but on Thursday, Sept. 
29th, t h i r t y - e i g h t members and 
f r i e n d s journeyed to the famed 
r e s o r t , not f o r the c u r a t i v e pow
er s of the w a t e r s , but to see the 
m a g n i f i c e n t , modern engineering 
marvels of the P a c i f i c Gas and 
E l e c t r i c Co. As guests of the 
P.G. and E. we v i s i t e d most of 
the e l e c t r i c a l g enerating p l a n t s 
they have c o n s t r u c t e d , and saw 
the many w e l l s d r i l l e d by those 
who f o l l o w e d i n the f o o t s t e p s of 
Dan A. McMillan, former p r e s i 
dent of Thermal Power Co. I n 
1951 the l a t e Ed Norton had sug
gested to Mr. McMillan t h a t he 
t u r n h i s engineering t a l e n t s to 
development of the Geysers steam 
power p o t e n t i a l . H i s successes 
were r e a l i z a t i o n of the dreams of 
John D. Grant,^^^ho i n 1921 d r i l l e d 
the f i r s t w e l l s a t the Geysers. 

The nominating committee asks t h a t nominations f o r the v a r i o u s 
o f f i c e s of the Healdsburg H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y be submitted to the 
committee a t 155 Matlieson S t . , Healdsburg, p r i o r to November 15th. 
E l e c t i o n s w i l l be h e l d a t the next r e g u l a r meeting - Nov. 17th. 
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PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS 
By John S. V/illiams 

( E d i t o r ' s Note: T h i s i s the t h i r d of f o u r a r t i c l e s 
w r i t t e n by J . S . V/illiams i n 1914) 

I w i l l not f o r g e t to mention the o l d f e r r y boat. To omit mention
ing t h a t would only be l e a v i n g out one of the e a r l y means of access 
to the other side of R u s s i a n R i v e r a t t h i s p l a c e . Thomas Hudson was 
master. He l i v e d near the r i v e r about v/here the French laundry now 
i s (On south U n i v e r s i t y s t r e e t ) . A l l the o l d r e s i d e n t s knew Thomas 
Hudson. I t was h i s duty to f e r r y the stage t w i c e each way every day 
during most of the w i n t e r . Four horse stages r a n from Ukiah to P e t -
aluma connecting w i t h a h o r s e - c a r below the c i t y of Petaluma, then by 
steamer to San F r a n c i s c o . I t h i n k i t was the steamer "Antelope". 
There was a l s o another. One came up, the other toward the c i t y of 
San F r a n c i s c o . There were not so many going to and from the c i t y 
f o r the reason t h a t t h e r e were not many i n t h i s s e c t i o n of the coun
t r y at t h a t time who l e f t t h e i r homes - too much v/ork c l e a r i n g up 
and improving them. A g r e a t d e a l of t r a v e l then was to and from the 
v a r i o u s mines - Washoe and the Feather r i v e r mines. The f e r r y was 
l o c a t e d at a p o i n t between where the r a i l r o a d and county bridges now 
span the r i v e r . I n the e a r l y settlement of the R u s s i a n r i v e r s e c t i o n 
the channel was narrow and i t d i d not r e q u i r e as much r a i n to cause 
i t to overflow as now. Hundreds of a c r e s of the R u s s i a n r i v e r ' s most 
v a l u a b l e land has imshed ax>ray, which, had i t remained, would today be 
a v a l u a b l e a c c e s s i o n to Sonoma county f i n a n c i a l l y , as w e l l as making 
a s a t i s f a c t o r y a d d i t i o n to the present population. 

E,H. Barnes a t one time had a s t o r e on the r i v e r bank, on h i s 
ranch - i n '55 or '56. I suppose he was not av/are t h a t the r i v e r 
xvould ever dispute the r i g h t of way w i t h him as to the ground i t 
occupied. But to h i s p o s s e s s i o n the r i v e r asked no f a v o r s , as dur
ing one of the w i n t e r s above mentioned i t l e f t i t s proper bounds and 
spread out from one f o o t h i l l to the other, the r e s u l t being t h a t a 
store b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s v a l u a b l e contents could be seen f l o a t i n g down 
stream, and v/as lodged i n a brush t h i c k e t about t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of a 
mile from i t s former s i t e . They brought a couple of canoes i n t o 
r e q u i s i t i o n and got such goods as were i n danger of g e t t i n g wet and 
housed them on dry land. I was a s m a l l boy then and of course I 
housed a few nuts and some candy. I got t h a t much above high water 
mark to my c r e d i t . The old s t o r e b u i l d i n g was brought up from i t s 
enforced r e s t i n g p l a c e and p l a c e d out near the road above high water 
mark, only to remain a y e a r or two, and then Mr. Barnes came to the 
conclusion t h a t i t would be a v a l u a b l e a c q u i s i t i o n toward e n l a r g i n g 
the c i t y of './indsor. I t h i n k i t was i n 1859* Anyway the s t o r e 
b u i l d i n g was placed on two wagons, the motive pov/er being f o u r yoke 
of M i s s o u r i s t e e r s . E v e r y t h i n g went v e r y n i c e l y u n t i l they reached 
a point near the top of the h i l l , when from some unexpected cause i t 
s t r u c k the limb of a t r e e , causing the c e n t e r of g r a v i t y of the 
b u i l d i n g to seek new q u a r t e r s which was a heap of k i n d l i n g wood on 
the ground. The old oxen seemed to be as much s u r p r i s e d at the sud
den t e r m i n a t i o n of a f f a i r s as the d r i v e r and others were. I t h i n k 
one could f i n d p i e c e s y e t lArhere the b u i l d i n g l a y some f i f t y y e a r s ai^'^o 
The best was removed soon a f t e r the a c c i d e n t . 
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Mr. Barnes opened up a s t o r e i n Old V/indsor l a t e r and continued 
there f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s , or u n t i l he abandoned the m e r c a n t i l e bus
i n e s s to take charge of h i s v a l u a b l e ranch some s i x or seven m i l e s 
below Healdsburg, which he s t i l l owns. 

I n '58 or '59 Healdsburg h e l d an a g r i c u l t u r a l f a i r . I do not 
remember whether i t v/as a general county f a i r or whether i t was f o r 
Healdsburg and v i c i n i t y , anyway we had one. I t was i n the neighbor
hood of where the Northx'\restern P a c i f i c depot i s now l o c a t e d . I t 
was a grand success f o r an e a r l y demonstration of t h a t k i n d , the 
country then being comparatively new. Healdsburg and v i c i n i t y has 
si n c e been s u c c e s s f u l i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l department of a f f a i r s per
t a i n i n g t h e r e t o . P r u i t s of a l l k i n d s and i n great q u a n t i t i e s were 
on e x h i b i t i o n . The i n h a b i t a n t s of the v a l l e y , even the a b o r i g i n e e s , 
were conspicuously p r e s e n t . But the white people were mostly Mis-
s o u r i a n s , of which there were three c l a s s e s , namely: " f l o p - e a r e d " , 
"corn-fed", and " r e e l - f o o t " , of which none could u t t e r one sentence 
a g a i n s t the honesty and i n t e g r i t y of e i t h e r . Time has wrought great 
changes sinc e then, i n many ways f o r the w e l f a r e of i t s people here. 
They know many t h i n g s now t h a t are h e l p f u l i n the performance of 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e d u t i e s t h a t they never even dreamed of then. But 
i t i s l i k e Mr. L i n c o l n s a i d , " I don't t h i n k much of a man who i s not 
w i s e r today than he was y e s t e r d a y . " 

We had i n those days, say from 1857 to 1860, a May p a r t y and 
tournament on the f i r s t day of May each y e a r . People gathered here 
from a l l p a r t s of our county to enjoy themselves. Miss Mary Jane 
Mulgrew, the e l d e s t daughter of our v i l l a g e b l a c k s m i t h , was the f i r s t 
queen of the May ever e l e c t e d f o r the occasion and she was a success. 

The grounds f o r the occasion v/ere where the Oak Mound cemetery 
i s now l o c a t e d . People then had a good time, were s o c i a b l e and took 
a great i n t e r e s t i n one another - more so than they do today, i n my 
opinion. They were, however, neat and w e l l behaved toward a l l w i t h 
whom they cam̂ e i n c o n t a c t . S e l f i s h n e s s was an e n t i r e s t r a n g e r i n 
those times. People were not a f r a i d to ask you to t h e i r homes f o r 
f e a r you would eat some corn bread and bacon. No s i r , you were 
welcome then to anything a man had but h i s w i f e . They were good 
old times, they were. Everyone f e l t a t ease and t h a t l i i s presence 
was j u s t as important as the next one. There are a few of the o l d -
timers here y e t , but not many. Time has d e a l t k i n d l y w i t h them and 
some of them are a p p a r e n t l y as a c t i v e as ever. 

R. T r u i t t was among us i n the tournament and took an a c t i v e 
p a r t . Rev. E.B. Ware was a l s o t h e r e , f a m i l i a r l y known then as p l a i n 
Benton Ware. I could name many but i t would occupy too much space 
and time. But I t h i n k I have one on Benton Ware, as he was known 
i n t h a t day. I t was i n the year of 1856 or '57* I^r. Ware came down 
to the ranch, which i s now known as the N a l l e y p l a c e , a f t e r a cow. 
He was then i n h i s teens - j u s t a b i g awkward boy - X'\rhich may be con
s i d e r e d no p a r t i c u l a r o b j e c t i o n . I t was r a t h e r l a t e i n the day to 
undertake the r e t u r n t r i p w i t h a cow, so he remained overnight w i t h 
us. As i t happened, my mother had old-fashioned pancakes f o r break
f a s t the f o l l o w i n g m.orning. I f t h e r e was ever anything on e a r t h t h a t 
Benton i/are l i k e d b e l t e r th^n /^mother i t was pancakes. As he s a i d 
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to me one day, " I ate so many pancakes I v/as ashamed to pass my 
p l a t e f o r more f o r f e a r they would t h i n k I never had any at home." 
The question now i s , who knows whether he had or not? I f Benton 
Ware ever had any i n c l i n a t i o n at t h a t time of e n t e r i n g the m i n i s t r y 
and expounding the gospel to h i s fellowmen, i t vanished long before 
he reached home w i t h t h a t cow and pancakes i n vogue. 

YOU ARE AN OLD-TIMER I F YOU KNLV "Ha.PPY JACK" 
"Happy J a c k " Edwards, w i d e l y known hermit l i v i n g i n the h i l l s i n 

the v i c i n i t y of the Geysers, was found dead on Monday, January 30, 
1928 by guests a t the Geysers, who were p a s s i n g by h i s p l a c e . He 
was 84 y e a r s of age and, according to those best informed, he had 
r e s i d e d there f o r c l o s e to seventy y e a r s . As soon as he was old 
enough he claimed a q u a r t e r s e c t i o n of land i n the h i l l s near the 
Geysers, p a s t u r i n g c a t t l e on i t s range. 

He was a hermit from ch o i c e , but could not be c a l l e d a r e c l u s e . 
His home was always open to c a l l e r s and h i s v i s i t o r s found him t r u e 
to the d i s p o s i t i o n t h a t gave him h i s name. Hi s w i f e had died many 
yea r s before, and a f t e r t h a t h i s s e l f - i s o l a t i o n was more pronounced. 
Up to h i s death, however, he was a c t i v e and attended to a l l the 
chores on h i s ranch and the work of h i s home. 

Coroner Fred Young searched the c a b i n and found a v / i l l , w r i t t e n i n 
1915, s t u f f e d i n t o a tomato can. A b r o t h e r , Frank, l i v i n g i n Ken
tucky, r e c e i v e d a share of the e s t a t e , which i n c l u d e d 26 head of 
c a t t l e and ^4404 i n cash. He v/as b u r i e d on the ranch where he had 
l i v e d f o r m.ost of h i s l i f e . S e v e r a l months l a t e r h i s grave was 
marked w i t h a headstone e r e c t e d by a group of f r i e n d s . C h r i s Fredson, 
\ 7 i l l Ferguson, Herbert M o r r i l l , and Harry Meyer of G e y s e r v i l l e and • 
C e c i l F e w e l l and Harold S u l l i v a n of Healdsburg c a r r i e d the stone to 
the h i l l s and placed i t over the grave. 

( t o be continued) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
O f f i c e r s and D i r e c t o r s of the 
HEALDr^BURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Tom Roscoe P r e s i d e n t 
Rose Demostene...Vice P r e s i d e n t 
C a r o l Barbi e r j . • . R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y 
Jan H a r r i s o n Corresponding Secty. 

Major P h i l l i p s . . T r e a s u r e r 
Carmel B o t t i n i . . . . D i r e c t o r 
Robert H a s s e t t . . . . D i r e c t o r 
J a c k R. R e l y e a . . . . D i r e c t o r 
Ed Langhart^ D i r e c t o r 
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O L D T I M E R S : 
John Bidwell, Nate Cox, Dan Goddard, Walter Matthews 





OUR PLAZA 

The f i r s t survey to a s c e r t a i n the cost of a fence around the 
P l a z a was made i n 1858, J u s t p r i o r to the death of Harmon Heald, 
However, f o r f i f t e e n y e a r s nothing was done, and the P l a z a con
ti n u e d to serve as a p a r k i n g l o t f o r wagons and h o r s e s , and when 
necessary, was c l e a r e d of weeds and brush. I t was c o n s i d e r a b l y 
low i n the c e n t e r and during a heavy r a i n appeared much l i k e a 
shallow l a k e i n the c e n t e r of town. 

But the community was prosperous and growing and the people of 
Healdsburg were t a k i n g some p r i d e i n t h e i r town. I n 1875 a "neat 
and s u b s t a n t i a l fence" was b u i l t around the p l a z a at a cost of 
n e a r l y +^1,000, the work being done by P r o c t o r and Hogle. A c h a i n 
and post r a i l i n g was a l s o i n s t a l l e d on the s t r e e t s i d e of the walk 
way around the p l a z a f o r h i t c h i n g horses. I t v/as proposed t h a t an 
underground i r r i g a t i o n system, r e c e n t l y patented, be i n s t a l l e d 
a f t e r the p l a z a was f i l l e d and graded. Quoting from an e d i t o r i a l 
i n the R u s s i a n R i v e r F l a g of March, 1875-

"The Healdsburg p l a z a might be made an ornament to the 
p l a c e . Much work and money have a l r e a d y been spent on i t to 
make i t such, and much more w i l l y e t be done. v/ithout i r r i g a 
t i o n a p u b l i c park or p l a z a i n t h i s Gtate i s a f a r c e . I t i s 
l i k e a f i n e house without f u r n i t u r e , a s t o r e without goods, a 
w e l l - s e t t a b l e without any food i n the d i s h e s , a - w e l l , l a n 
guage f a i l s us. A p u b l i c p l a z a without i r r i g a t i o n i s a p u b l i c 
nuisance; w i t h i r r i g a t i o n i t becomes a " t h i n g of beauty and a 
Joy f o r e v e r . " U n t i l Healdsburg secures a systemx of water works 
a tank can be c o n s t r u c t e d back of the b u s i n e s s houses on V/est 
s t r e e t , and t h i s tank can be s u p p l i e d w i t h water from a w e l l , 

• r a i s e d by wind power, or by dog power such as adopted by John 
Gr a t e r back of the Union H o t e l . " 

V / e l l , no i r r i g a t i o n system was i n s t a l l e d u n t i l 87 y e a r s l a t e r 
( i n I 9 6 0 ) . But i n t h a t y e a r of 1875 the old oaks and madrones 
were cut down, the p l a z a was f i l l e d and graded, the walkways were 
l a i d out to correspond w i t h the gates i n the new fence, and p i n e s , 
f i r s , and eucalyptus t r e e s were p l a n t e d a t random. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

I f you have an u n l i s t e d telephone number, perhaps you're not 
being reminded about our meetings. I f t h i s i s the c a s e , and i f 
you wish to be informed of upcoming pvogi-ams, p l e a s e contact J a n 
at 559-2701 (eveuings) and yvnv name w i l l be p l a c e d on the t e l e 
phone committee's l i s t . 
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THE "GRAVEL P I T " , known today as the B a s a l t Rock Company, had i t s 
beginnings more than a hundred y e a r s ago. As e a r l y as 1875 l a b o r 
t r o u b l e s developed a t the p i t . At t h a t time the r a i l r o a d company, on 
land l e a s e d from John Grant, took out g r a v e l f o r b a l l a s t on t h e i r 
v a r i o u s l i n e s . T h i r t y Chinamen had been brought up from a branch road 
and put to work i n the p i t loading the c a r s . However, the C e l e s t i a l s 
s t r u c k because they were not allowed a f u l l day's pay f o r a h a l f day's 
work. The gang boss, supposed to be the i n s t i g a t o r of the s t r i k e , was 
f i r e d and the others ordered to go to work or l e a v e e n t i r e l y - they 
went to work. 

The p l a n t was e s t a b l i s h e d here p r i m a r i l y because of the unique 
formation of the aggregate i n the Healdsburg v i c i n i t y . Quoting from 
the E n t e r p r i s e (3ept. 11 , 1930): 

"Here, and nowhere e l s e along the wide reaches of R u s s i a n R i v e r , 
- i s found J u s t the a p p r o p r i a t e mixture of sand and g r a v e l t h a t i s 
proper f o r concrete work. F a r t h e r up the stream the g r a v e l mixture 
i s too coarse and much s o f t rock i s found. F a r t h e r down the r i v e r 
there i s too much sand and too l i t t l e g r a v e l . 

" I t i s a happy combination known to w h i t e s s i n c e 1871, when 
P e t e r Donohue, f a t h e r of the o l d 3an F r a n c i s c o and Northwestern 
R a i l r o a d , found the g r a v e l bar from which the R u s s i a n R i v e r G r a v e l 
Company today continues to e x t r a c t important b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . 

Here, i n olden days, labored as many as 500 Chinese at a time, 
l a b o r i o u s l y s h o v e l i n g by hand the g r a v e l from the sand bar and 
stream bed i n t o c a r s run down on s i d e t r a c k s from the main l i n e of 
the r a i l r o a d . L a t e r on the g r a v e l was removed by steam s h o v e l . 

"But i t remained f o r John D. Grant, n a t i v e Healdsburg r e s i d e n t 
and descendant of tx̂ ro pioneer f a m i l i e s , to e s t a b l i s h i n 1906 the 
f i r s t g r a v e l grading p l a n t i n C a l i f o r n i a . On a s i t e a few hundred 
yards below stream from the present p l a n t . Grant s e t up h i s grader, 
and s o l d g r a v e l to a l l comers. I n 1911 he acquired some 75 a c r e s 

. of land upon which the new p l a n t i s now ope r a t i n g . " 
Major improvements and a d d i t i o n s were made i n 1930, i n c l u d i n g great 

concrete b i n s and a t u n n e l 290 f e e t i n l e n g t h through which a conveyor 
b e l t r an. The p l a n t was s t i l l operated by Mr. Grant and h i s son, 
J . Delano Grant, who had Joined h i s f a t h e r upon l e a v i n g c o l l e g e i n 
1926. May 1 , 1931 marked the t r a n s f e r of ownership of the R u s s i a n 
R i v e r Gravel Company from the Grant f a m i l y to the B a s a l t Rock Company 
of Napa. P r e s i d e n t A.G. Gtreblow of the Napa concern announced t h a t 
the personnel of the l o c a l p l a n t would be unchanged. Delauo Cirant 
continued f o r awhile as manager u n t i l L l o y d Gmead took over. I n 1935 
Jim K e r i u e r l y he^.sme p l a n t mnTin(::;(^r» l»nt: iii^^^iL hi r dc^aiih j u 196^1 V i r g 
B o b t e r i n i was made j n n u n g e r . 
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TERIYAKI FEED 
On Saturday, September 10th, 

a t the V i l l a C h a n t i c l e e r , one 
hundred and s e v e n t y - f i v e T e r i -
y a k i barbecued chickens x^^ere 
served to members of the Healds
burg H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y and 
t h e i r f r i e n d s . The occasion was 
a b e n e f i t sponsored by the so
c i e t y i n an arrangement w i t h the 
Church of L a t t e r Day S a i n t s who 
prepared the d e l i c i o u s r e p a s t . 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

TOUR OF THE ALEXANDER HOME 
The Cyrus Alexander adobe, 

b u i l t i n the l a t e 1840's, and 
f o r y e a r s the c e n t e r of s o c i a l 
a c t i v i t y i n the v a l l e y , was so 
s e v e r e l y damaged i n the' 1906 
earthquake t h a t i t was removed 
and another home b u i l t on i t s 
foundations. T h i s house con
tinued to be occupied by the 
Alexander f a m i l y u n t i l the death 
of ilnnie Alexander i n 1963. 

I t v/as t h i s home, now the re s 
idence of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
V/etzel, t h a t the members of the 
Healdsburg H i s t o r i c a l o o c i e t y 
toured on Saturday, October 8 t h . 
Some f i f t y members enjoyed an 
assortment of d e l i c i o u s homemade 
cookies and a v a r i e t y of f r u i t 
punch prepared and served by Mrs. 
Wetzel. The Wetzels have en
larg e d the house i n such a man
ner t h a t the new work and the 
o r i g i n a l appear to be one and 
the same. The f u r n i s h i n g s are 
i n keeping w i t h the p e r i o d of 
the home and r e f l e c t the good 
t a s t e and d e c o r a t i n g s k i l l s of 
Mrs. V/etzel. 

I n the r e a r of the home i s 
the adobe storeroom t h a t s t i l l 
stands and i t has been improved 
and enlarged and today provides 
a d d i t i o n a l l i v i n g q u a r t e r s and 
storage. The o l d Alexander 7 n l -
l e y schoolhouse has been r e l o 
cated and r e s t o r e d and i s now 
o c c a s i o n a l l y used as a guest 
house. 

IN APPRECIATION 
The museum Board of T r u s t e e s 

wishes to express i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n 
to the members of the Healdsburg 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y who, without 
f a i l , continue i n t h e i r support of 
the museum by v o l u n t e e r i n g t h e i r 
s e r v i c e s as r e c e p t i o n i s t s . For 
the past q u a r t e r these have been: 
Gwen H a s s e t t 
M u r i e l Bronner 
A l e t a Rulofson 
J e a n e t t e Beeson 
Maxine B e l l 
Duval B e l l 
A l i c e P e t e r s e n 
Marie T a e u f f e r 
Ed C o l l i n s 
P a t S a i n i 
Irma Cuneo 
L o r i Buroker 
Doris F a r r i s 
V i r g i n i a Zobel 
B e r t h a Vranna 
Dan Bowling 
B e r n i c e Roscoe 

L u c i l e Ware 
Carmel B o t t i n i 
Marian Anderson 
C h a r l o t t e N a l l e y 
E v e l y n I v e r s e n 
Rose Demostene 
Geraldine B a r b i e r i 
Bess Cunningham 
Be r n i c e Donaldson 
Gladys Barnes 
June Jones 
Mary Larson 
B e r n i c e Auradou 
Margaret B e l l 
L i l l y Clement 
Flo r e n c e O'Brien 

I f t f I r ! r ! 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Check enclosed ^^.00" Date_ 

Name 
Address^ 
C i t y S t a t e 

M a i l your check to 
HEALDSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Att e n : Major P h i l l i p s , T r e a s u r e r 
310 Mountain View Drive 

Healdsburg, C a l i f . 95448 

*OTHER M a i B S R S H I P CLASSIFICATIONS 
S u s t a i n i n g il>25-00 Student 4^2.50 

P a t r o n S250.00 
****************** 
****************** 

Annual dues f o r a l l members f o r 
the y e a r 1978 may be p a i d at any 
time up to March 31st , a f t e r which 
a member w i l l be pl^jced on an i n 
a c t i v e r o l l u u b i l reiiis';abed. 
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V/E HAVE RECEIVED: A wooden b u t t e r churn and a t a b l e - t y p e c o f f e e 
g r i n d e r , v i n t a g e of 1895? from Joe Howard; a 

Haviland p l a t t e r and three p i e c e s of s t e r l i n g from Mrs. Lee L i n d w a l l ; 
and a w a t e r c o l o r of the old Joe F i t c h house on the bank of R u s s i a n 
R i v e r next to the auto b r i d g e , from the a r t i s t , O l i v e Goddini-' 
B a c i g a l u p i . 

Maxine B e l l donated a baby's hat (Panama), a Red Cross Motor Corps 
uniform and a Motor Corps i n s i g n i a f o r the auto, a commencement pro
gram f o r the c l a s s of 1922, and a programme f o r a m u s i c a l r e c i t a l of 
Mrs. B e r t Haigh's p u p i l s . 

E a r l y day photos were a l s o r e c e i v e d from Maxine, and from V/alt 
Davis, from Rose Demostene, V/alter V/right, and E l o i s e P r i n c e L i s t e n . 
E l o i s e a l s o donated a shaving mug used by her f a t h e r , J o s . B. P r i n c e , 
a s t e r l i n g l e t t e r opener, a key r i n g , and a stamp box from Mr. P r i n c e , 
and a gold thimble and a pen used by L u e l l a P r i n c e . 

Robert McAfee presented the museum w i t h a framed photo of F i t c h 
Moimtain and two cash books from the o l d P l a z a H o t e l . Commercial 
p a r a p h e r n a l i a , a barber shop photo, and p e r s o n a l papers of P.R. T u l l y 
were r e c e i v e d from A l i c e Grove. 

" C a l i f o r n i a L o c a l H i s t o r y , a B i b l i o g r a p h y " and i t s Supplement were 
r e c e i v e d from Mrs. M.L. G r i f f i n ; and " B i r t h r i g h t s Restored", a 1915 
booklet on the c h i l d r e n ' s home a t L y t t o n was presented by P a u l Pugh. 

THE HENRY BELL TOOLS: A v e r y s p e c i a l c o l l e c t i o n of hand t o o l s were 
o r i g i n a l l y brought i n t o t h i s a rea i n 1855 by 

Henry B e l l , grandfather of Mr. Fred McCutchan, who has donated them 
to the museum. T h i r t y - t h r e e p l a n e s , t h r e e marking gauges, a p l a n e r , 
s c r i b i n g compass, tv/o Spofford b i t b r a c e s , and e x t r a b i t s and blades 
are i n the t o o l c o l l e c t i o n , a l l i n v/orking order. I n a d d i t i o n the 
c o l l e c t i o n i n c l u d e s three v e r y old padlocks, a powder f l a s k , and a 
unique harness w i t h a shot and powder f l ^ s k (^ombin^^ti on. Mr. Mc
Cutchan, who now r e s i d e s i n San F r a n c i s c o , was born i u f n i n i l y 

home t h a t stood where t h n uevr V / i n ^ i s o r Wjnery i s today. 
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SHAMELEGS BOYS 
G e y s e r v i l l e , August 11 , 1873: 

ED. FLAG: - Allow me through the columns of your paper to s t a t e 
to the people of Healdsburg t h a t some of the hoys of t h e i r town are 
i n the h a b i t of bathing i n the r i v e r near the r a i l r o a d b r i d g e , i n 
the day-time and i n f u l l view from the road. I t i s not v e r y c r e d 
i t a b l e to Healdsburg t h a t l a d i e s i n t r a v e l i n g a p u b l i c highway w i t h 
i n the l i m i t s of the town, should have to pass a crowd of naked boys 
i n p l a i n view. Can not your town a u t h o r i t i e s put a stop to such 
d i s g u s t i n g e x h i b i t i o n s . 

AN EYE UITNESG. 
L a t e r , the e d i t o r of the F l a g s t a t e d : " T h i s i s d i s g r a c e f u l and 

ought to be stopped. A more secluded, and j u s t as good a pla c e f o r 
swimming, i s a t the end of Tucker s t r e e t . V/e recommend the boys do 
t h e i r daytime bathing t h e r e and not put the a u t h o r i t i e s to the 
tro u b l e of r e s t r i c t i n g them by law." 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

THE RIVER, ABOUT 18^5 

From the Healdsburg E n t e r p r i s e , May 18, 1882: 
"Mr. F r a n k l i n B i d w e l l r e l a t e s t h a t when he came to t h i s r egion 

n e a r l y f o r t y y e a r s ago the channels of the streams were n e i t h e r so 
wide nor so deep as a t pre s e n t . I n the e a r l y stages of the s e t t l e 
ment c l u s t e r s of w i l l o w s and timber growing along the banks p r e 
vented t h e i r washing away. The same bars were i n R u s s i a n R i v e r , 
but the width of channel has i n c r e a s e d and changed i n p l a c e s . " 

LAST, BUT CERTjiINLYJjOT LEAST - NOVEMBER 17TH - NEXT MEETING 
Dr. Coke Wood, a l s o known as " M R . CALIFORNIA" w i l l honor us w i t h 

h i s appearance as our guest speaker a t our next r e g u l a r meeting to 
be h e l d Thursday, November 17th. Our meeting w i l l be s e t a week 
e a r l i e r due to the Thauksgj vJng Holiday. Dr. Wood se r v e s as the 
^ x e c u t i v e S e c r e t a r y f o r the Conference of C a l i f o r n i a H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t i e s l o c a t e d a t the P a c i f i c Center f o r Western S t u d i e s on the 
U n i v e r s i t y of P a c i f i c campus i n Stockton. Being a well-known h i s 
t o r i a n throughout C a l i f o r n i a , we f e e l v e r y f o r t i m a t e to be able 
to have Dr. V/ood and h i s w i f e w i t h us on the 17th. F o l l o w i n g e l e c 
t i o n s , refreshments w i l l be n e r v e ' l . L e t ' s g i v e Dr. V/ood a good r e 
c e p t i o n — b e sure to J o i n us a t the JTiprh r.<;>i<.<)-| T.nbi-m-^ c, Nov. 17th. 
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