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ADDITIONS TO THE 
MUSEUM COLLECTION 

The museum has been f o r t u n a t e to 
r e c e i v e a v a r i e t y of v a l u a b l e items 
from Mr. and Mrs. John To B a i l h a c h e , 
i n c l u d i n g the a r c h i t e c t ' s p l a n s and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r enlargement o f 
the o r i g i n a l F i t c h adobe^ a p i e c e d 
c o v e r l e t b e a u t i f u l l y done by J o s 
ephine B a i l h a c h e , and a c l a r i n e t 
used by Solon, June Jones has m.ade 
a g i f t o f the l a n c e used by her 
f a t h e r . C h a r l e s L e s l i e , a member 
of the Healdsburg L a n c e r s . 

A r a r e o l d c r a d l e s c y t h e , a plow
s h a r e , and a roughlock were g i f t s 
from D u v a l l B e l l , A double b a r r e l 
shotgun oxvned by Edward F. Dennes 
was g i v e n by h i s son, ' T a f Dennes. 
Mro and Mrs, H a r o l d S u l l i v a n have 
donated an e l e g a n t p a i r of h i g h but
ton shoes, o l d g l a s s i v a r e , a l a r g e 
p l a t e w i t h a p i c t u r e o f C i t y H a l l i n 
the c e n t e r , and a c o l l a r box used 
by Mr. P r o v i n e s . 

A l i g h t n i n g a r r e s t e r from the o l d 
c i t y powerhouse i n A l e x a n d e r V a l l e y 
was brought i n by P a u l Pugho 

Edwina Goddard R o i x gave the 
wedding d r e s s o f H a t t i e T r u i t t 
Goddard, a b e a u t i f u l s a t i n j a c k e t 
and gown from 1883, and a photo o f 
Frank and H a t t i e a t t h a t t i m e . 

E x q u i s i t e v/edding i n v i t a t i o n s 
and dance programs, a l l from the 
1880's, were among a c o l l e c t i o n 
o f p e r s o n a l t h i n g s s e n t us by Edna 
Haigh Roseborough. She a l s o i n 
c l u d e d photos o f the Haigh and 
F r i e d f a m i l i e s , t h e i r f r i e n d s E l i 
Bush and x\^ife, as w e l l as a s c r a p -
book and o t h e r i t e m s . Roy Patchen 
c o n t r i b u t e d a b r e a s t d r i l l , an o l d 
it e m seldom seen anymore. 

Photos v/ere r e c e i v e d from 
Robert H a s s e t t , H e l e n d a l e B a r r e t t , 
Verna L a f o n , R i c h a r d Haub, W a l t e r 
W i l s o n , F r a n c i s McReynolds, and 
E l l a Deck. 

The m.useum Board of T r u s t e e s 
and the c u r a t o r w i s h to thank a l l 
viho have remembered the museum as 
a r e p o s i t o r y f o r i n t e r e s t i n g items 
and r e l i c s o f the p a s t . 

A SPECIAL AWARD OF MERIT WAS MADE BY THE CONFERENCE OF CALIFOR
NIA HISTORICAL SOCIETIES TO OUR MUSEUM CURATOR, ED LANGHART, AT 
THEIR xMEETING LAST MONTH IN BAKERSFIELD. THIS I S AN ANNUAL AWARD 
FOR UNUSUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT IN THE PROMOTION AND PRESERVATION OF 
CALIFORNIA HISTORY. MR. AND MRS. LANGHART AND OUR RECORDING SEC
RETARY, JAN HARRISON, ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE FROM HEALDSBURG. 



THE PALMS 
(C r o c k e r S a n i t a r i u m ) 

H a r r y Bosv/ortli C r o c k e r i^as the son o f Henry C r o c k e r , G e y s e r v i l l e 
r a n c h e r , who had s e t t l e d t h e r e i n 18 78 w i t h h i s w^ife, Maryland t h e i r 
baby son, coming from San F r a n c i s c o \mere t h e y v/ere w e l l known. H a r r y 
B. graduated from Healdsburg High School i n 1894 and a t t e n d e d S t a n f o r d 
U n i v e r s i t y , He graduated from C a l i f o r n i a M e d i c a l C o l l e g e i n 1900 and 
p r a c t i c e d two y e a r s i n San F r a n c i s c o , He then opened an o f f i c e i n the 
Masonic B l o c k i n Healdsburg and i n l e s s than a y e a r announced he ivould 
b u i l d a f i r s t c l a s s and modern s a n i t a r i u m , the f i r s t such i n s t i t u t i o n 
i n our a r e a . 

I t was l o c a t e d on the c o r n e r o f Matheson and U n i v e r s i t y s t r e e t s and 
the b u i l d i n g , a c o n c r e t e s t r u c t u r e v;ith t i l e r o o f , i n the M i s s i o n s t y l e , 
was b u i l t a t a c o s t of $12,000. I t c o n t a i n e d t w e n t y - f o u r rooms and 
t h r e e baths and c o u l d accommodate twenty p a t i e n t s . I n the s u r g i c a l room, 
e v e r y t h i n g v/as complete i n the xv̂ ay o f equipment and i n s t r u m e n t s . I t was 
to be open to a l l p h y s i c i a n s i n the town. At the open house h e l d i n 
J u l y , 1904 over a thousand persons i^ere shov/n through the f a c i l i t y by 
Dr. C r o c k e r , 

Hoivever, a f t e r j u s t two y e a r s , the b u i l d i n g was c o n v e r t e d to a 
h o t e l f o r t o u r i s t s and commercial men. I t x\̂ as renamed "The Palm.s^' 
and v/as under the Management o f Mrs. C r o c k e r , The p l a c e had been 
thor o u g h l y r e n o v a t e d , and, because i t was c l a i m e d to be earthquake 
proof ( t h i s was s h o r t l y a f t e r the earthquake o f 1906) , i t was p o p u l a r 
w i t h t r a v e l e r s . A f r e e c a r r i a g e s e r v i c e was m a i n t a i n e d to convey 
guests to and from the b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t , tne r i v e r , and t h e depot. 
Although no l i q u o r v;as s e r v e d the food was e x c e l l e n t . Mrs. C r o c k e r 
made a s p e c i a l t y o f s e r v i n g p a r t i e s w i t h d i n n e r s i n p r i v a t e d i n i n g 
rooms, a l l o w i n g some dan c i n g and c a r d p a r t i e s . 

A y e a r l a t e r , i n August, 1907, The Palms was l e a s e d by Dr. C r o c k e r 
to F r i t z Lueck, who m.ade a s p e c i a l t y o f Sunday d i n n e r s f o r f a m i l i e s . 
M.V. V / i l l i a m s , the o f f i c e a s s i s t a n t , met a l l t r a i n s w i t h a newly 
a c q u i r e d bus. And to t h i s day The Palms has been a r e s i d e n c e a v a i l 
a b le to the people o f Healdsburg, 



Mairgaret P o w e l l K i d d e r of T o r o n t o , Canada, has v / r i t t e n 
about the Geysers R e s o r t as she remembers i t a t the t u r n 
of the c e n t u r y . Her f a t h e r , Dr. David P o w e l l , was owner 
of the r e s o r t d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . T h i s i s the second of 
t h r e e i n s t a l l m e n t s : 

THE GEYSERS 

We begged f o r beds on the open p a r t o f the p o r c h so t h a t a t dawn we 
c o u l d look up to the top o f the t a l l p i n e t r e e touched by the sun 
coming over the mountains and hear the b l u e J a y ' s raucous c a l l from 
the topmost branch. My s i s t e r a l w a y s i n s i s t e d t h a t the j a y i^ras her 
f a v o r i t e song b i r d ! We had a swimming pool i n the c r e e k - the b o u l d e r s 
taken out and a wooden dam put i n each y e a r . The viater was a most per
f e c t t e m p e r a t u r e , due to the hot s p r i n g s b u b b l i n g up here and t h e r e . 
There was a row o f c u b i c l e s on the bank f o r changing i n t o our b a t h i n g 
costumes, and vmat decorous b a t h i n g costumes we wore! Mother^s, k n i t t e d 
by Gantner and Mattern of San F r a n c i s c o , xvas l o n g s l e e v e d and h i g h 
necked, w i t h s t o c k i n g s and canvas s o l e s a t t a c h e d . My s i s t e r and I had 
woven one-piece a f f a i r s c a l l e d "Annette Kellermans'-, Then s a i l o r - c o l 
l a r e d t a f f e t a d r e s s e s xrarn on top, I never remember l e a r n i n g to sv/im 
- I l e a r n e d a t such an e a r l y age - but hoxv̂  we m.anaged to s t a y a f l o a t so 
d e c e n t l y garbed, I w i l l n e v e r know. 

Our steam bath was t r u l y unique and I'm s u r e v e r y u n s a n i t a r y by the 
s t a n d a r d s o f today. Steam was p i p e d d i r e c t l y from the h i l l s i d e i n t o a 
s m a l l room i n a b a t h house. The b u i l d i n g x̂ ras a wooden a f f a i r \^ith an 
o v a l tank about f o u r f e e t deep and I would t h i n k about 12 or 14 f e e t 
long by 10 f e e t i n w i d t h . There was a shower o f c o l d xv^ater and t h r e e 
d r e s s i n g rooms, each v/ith a broxm l e a t h e r c o v e r e d couch, so one c o u l d 
r e l a x a f t e r the b a t h , xdiich o f c o u r s e x\re n e v e r d i d . The p r o c e d u r e , 
a f t e r donning F r e n c h c h e m i s e s , the f i n e l i n e n hand-embroidered k i n d , 
( a l l our o l d ones x ^ r e saved f o r t h i s purpose - modern nudism xvould 
never have been condoned) was to go i n t o the l i t t l e steam room, xdiich 
had benches along each v / a l l , h o l d a wash c l o t h over your f a c e and s i t 
u n t i l the p e r s p i r a t i o n x̂ ras p o u r i n g from e v e r y pore. When ^\'e c o u l d t a k e 
i t no l o n g e r we dashed i n t o the plunge (we c o u l d r e g u l a t e the temper
a t u r e o f the water to s u i t o u r s e l v e s ) , then i n t o the c o l d shox^er. No 
modern sauna can compare! 

We u s u a l l y began the day xvith the steam b a t h , then spent the day 
r i d i n g , xvith a sviim i n the l a t e a f t e r n o o n , xvalking up from the sxvimming 
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pool j u s t i n time to see the s t a g e a r r i v e w i t h i t s d u s t - c o v e r e d pas
s e n g e r s . There was a l w a y s a m.an s t a t i o n e d a t the s t a g e l a n d i n g w i t h a 
f e a t h e r d u s t e r to dust o f f the p a s s e n g e r s and t h e i r luggage. I wonder 
i f t h e r e i s such a t h i n g as a f e a t h e r d u s t e r e x t a n t . They must have 
been made of t u r k e y f e a t h e r s bound to a wooden h a n d l e . I can remember 
Chinese boys i n l o v e l y s i l k costumes, who used to vj^ield d u s t e r s of pea
cock f e a t h e r s i n the c o u r t of the o l d P a l a c e H o t e l i n San F r a n c i s c o . 

Our p i c n i c s were o f t e n v e r y d i f f e r e n t , t o o , f o r v/e v/ould get the 
Chinese cook to mix Boston Brown Bread b a t t e r and put i t i n a c o f f e e 
t i n , and to g i v e us some raw eggs. Then we would t a k e them to a b o i l i n g 
s p r i n g by the s i d e of the c r e e k and put the bread i n to b o i l . I t would 
be done i n a couple of h o u r s , s o , a f t e r a c l i m b up the c r e e k or a walk 
i n the woods, we would come back and r e t r i e v e i t , and b o i l the eggs. 
How good they t a s t e d ! 

. . o . . to be c o n t i n u e d . 
ik ± :k :k :k *k ^ it 'k ^ ^ 7i *k 'A' 

5 0 YEARS AGO 
A new r a i l r o a d passenger depot was c o n s t r u c t e d j u s t west o f the o l d 

depot, xvhich x̂ ras l e f t to handle f r e i g h t . 

P l a n s X'/ere draxvn and work commenced (but n e v e r f i n i s h e d ) on a ne\\' 
and b e a u t i f u l F i t c h Mountain T a v e r n on south F i t c h Mountain Road. 

H a r o l d T u c k e r and Johnny H i l l h o u s e l e f t on a t o u r of the O r i e n t on 
the P r e s i d e n t C l e v e l a n d , They v/ere mem.bers o f the s h i p ' s o r c h e s t r a . 

World shotput r e c o r d , h e l d by Ralph Rose f o r 19 y e a r s , broken. 

Road b u i l t to the top o f F i t c h Mountain. Three a c r e s on top r e 
s e r v e d f o r h o t e l and c o t t a g e s . 

A r t Meese succeeded W.B. York as Commander of the American L e g i o n . 

Txvo m i l e s o f nei\ c o n c r e t e highxvay i n A l e x a n d e r V a l l e y , l e a d i n g 
tov\fard K n i g h t ' s V a l l e y , v/as completed and opened f o r use. 

E i g h t nevj c o t t a g e s xsrere added to George Day's auto camp on M i l l 
s t r e e t . Tv/o x^^ere l a r g e enough to accommodate double beds. 

Maksente's T i r e Shop, j u s t s o u th of B i l l Maher's h a r n e s s shop, xvas 
d e s t r o y e d by f i r e . 

Samuel L. 'Ivood'' W a t t l e s d i e d a t age 56. 
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Fred Young, Ed Quinn, Harold Rosenberg, Roy Haley, Russ Stevens (1942) 

Ethel Williams, Maude Robinson, Queen Mabel Seawell, Gussie Lambert, Nellie Gum (July 4, 1903) 



Lake Sotoyome (Memorial Beach) 1910 

H E A L D S B U R G HIGH SCHOOL - 1914 
Back: Don Petray, Lou Rowland, Claude Burke, Teo Rosenberg, Sewell Hilgerloh, Al Parker. 
Front: Ernest Frellson, Al Hoskinson, Glenn Dewey, Leslie Price, Geo. Bovett, Ward Grant. 



'̂ OLD GLORY'^ ON FITCH MOUNTAIN 

Perhaps t h e r e a r e some s t i l l 
l i v i n g who r e c a l l the u n f u r l i n g of 
our f l a g from the summit of F i t c h 
Mountain on a Sunday a f t e r n o o n i n 
A p r i l , 1917. Those were p a t r i o t i c 
t i m e s , and our c o u n t r y had j u s t 
e n t e r e d the war a g a i n s t Germany. 

T h i r t y men, w i t h the a i d o f two 
h o r s e s , had on t h a t morning, drawn 
a l o f t y f l a g p o l e up the Ralph Rose 
t r a i l and p l a c e d i t , w i t h the nec
e s s a r y t a c k l e , i n the f o r k o f a 
m a j e s t i c oak t h a t crowned the peak. 

I n the e a r l y a f t e r n o o n many 
s m a l l groups c o u l d be seen s l o w l y 
wending t h e i r way, by d i f f e r e n t 
r o u t e s , up the steep s l o p e s , to 
e x p r e s s t h e i r l o y a l t y and a l l e g 
i a n c e to the S t a r s and S t r i p e s . 
V/hen the moment a r r i v e d to d e d i 
c a t e and r a i s e the 12 x 18 f o o t 
f l a g , P r e s i d e n t George VL Hayes o f 
the Chamber of Commerce, i n a few 
w e l l - c h o s e n words, r e f e r r e d to the 
a u s p i c i o u s o c c a s i o n t h a t had bro
ught n e a r l y 200 people to the top 
of the mountain. As the m u n i c i p a l 
band p l a y e d ''The S t a r Spangled 
Banner", Guy Rose s l o w l y r a i s e d 
o l d g l o r y to her p l a c e . A f t e r the 
s i n g i n g o f the N a t i o n a l Anthem an 
eloquent address was d e l i v e r e d by 
P r o f e s s o r H.R. B u l l . 

The s i x t y - f i v e f o o t p o l e was 
donated by A.F. S t e v e n s , and Hor-
ton and Grand donated and made the 
i r o n work which bound the s e c t i o n s 
t o g e t h e r . L o u i s H e i t z gave the 
use of h i s team and h e l p i n the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . H i s b i g h o r s e s , 
•'Doll" and "Bunch", was the f i r s t 
team to e v e r t a k e a v/agon to the 
summit o f the mountain. The wagon 
b e a r i n g the pole was drawn up from 
the Camp Hale s i d e o f the mountain 
and w i t h twenty men p u l l i n g ahead 
by ropes and t e n men b e h i n d , the 
e n t i r e l o a d was t r a n s p o r t e d to the 
v e r y s n m r n - i t n n r i e r the g r e a t oak 
t r e e . 

The f o l l o w i n g a s s i s t e d i n 
t r a n s p o r t i n g the p o l e and p l a c i n g 
i t i n p o s i t i o n : Guy Rose, L o u i s 
H e i t z , Tom Young, J.M. A l e x a n d e r , 
C h a r l e s H e a r i n g , O.C. Huebner, 
George Day, Henry N e l s o n , H e r b e r t 
Bush, CO. Swanson, Joe D i c k e , 
S.M. H a n k i n s , Dave McDermott, 
O l l i e A l b e r t s o n , Harvey F r o s t , 
E . B c D e a k i n , Tony D e s e t t e , John 
S. W i l l i a m s , C h a r l i e Remmel, Tom 
Warren, John S u l l i v a n , C l a r e n c e 
Hudson, Claude N o s i e r , N. P e t t i s , 
George F i t c h , A. Verpade, John 
Hartman, VL P e t e r s , C.K. Hudson, 
H a r r y Emerson, and R.C. Nelson. 

The H e a l d s b u r g H i s t o r i c a l 
S o c i e t y g r a t e f u l l y acknowledges 
the generous d o n a t i o n s made by 
i n d i v i d u a l mem.bers to the Museum 
Memorial Fund: 

I n memory o f 
MR. and MRS. MERVYN SI L B E R S T E I N 

I n memory of 
CAPT. C.L. KIMBALL 
DR. MARGARET V. KIMBALL 
GENEVIEVE KIMBALL BENJAMIN 
GEORGE and LULU DAVIS 
WILL and BLANCHE DOANE 
CAROL DOANE BENNETTS 

NOTE: 

A p p r e c i a t i o n i s extended to the 
Healdsburg Answering S e r v i c e , 227 
F i t c h S t r e e t , f o r the s p e c i a l a t 
t e n t i o n t h e y g i v e to the p r i n t i n g 
o f the R u s s i a n R i v e r Recorder. 
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PIONEER REUNION 

I n 1907 a r e u n i o n was h e l d a t the r e s i d e n c e o£ George Kimsey B e l l 
i n Dry Creek V a l l e y to commemorate the f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y of the 
a r r i v a l o f the f a m i l y i n Healdsburg. S i b y l H a s s e t t R o b e r t s , nowr 

of Santa Rosa, was among the many f a m i l y members i n a t t e n d a n c e t h a t 
day. 

I n 1850 Thomas B e l l c r o s s e d the p l a i n s to C a l i f o r n i a , to be f o l 
lowed two y e a r s l a t e r by h i s b r o t h e r Shadrach. George Kimsey B e l l 
came i n 1854 and s e t t l e d i n the S a n t a C l a r a v a l l e y . I n 1855 , hoxvever, 
he r e t u r n e d to h i s home i n M i s s o u r i to commence p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r b r i n g 
ing h i s widowed mother and the remainder of the f a m i l y to C a l i f o r n i a . 

I n 1357, when but a young man o f twenty-one y e a r s , Mr. B e l l com
menced the r e t u r n t r i p i n the r e s p o n s i b l e p o s i t i o n o f c a p t a i n of a 
"wagon t r a i n " composed o f about t h r e e hundred p e r s o n s . B e s i d e s h i s 
mother, Margaret Vaughn B e l l , and s i s t e r Ludy ( l a t e r Mrs. Lynn B l e d s o e ) , 
and t h r e e b r o t h e r s , A l b e r t , Jolm and H a r r y , the p a r t y i n c l u d e d an u n c l e , 
Thomas H. Vaughn, h i s w i f e and t h r e e d a u g h t e r s , L i z z i e , J o s i e and 
C a r r i e , and two s o n s , J e s s e and IV.J. Vaughn. 

They reached a spot on M i l l Creek Septem.ber 2 5 t h , 1857 , x/here they 
remained some ti m e , and a few xveeks l a t e r the B e l l s p u r c h a s e d the 
ranch v/here Kimsey B e l l and h i s f a m i l y r e s i d e d f o r many y e a r s . The 
remainder of the p a r t y s e t t l e d i n or n ear H e a l d s b u r g , xdiere t h e y have 
s i n c e l i v e d , xvith the e x c e p t i o n o f Thomas and H a r r y B e l l , xvho, a f t e r 
a fexv y e a r s , r e t u r n e d to M i s s o u r i . 

P r e s e n t day descendents o f the f a m i l y i n c l u d e W a l t e r B e l l , S. D u v a l l 
B e l l , Roxvena M a r t i n , B i l l and Dave S t i n e , Margaret S t u a r t , C a t h e r i n e 
C u r t i s , David Hanlon, F r e d H a r t s o c k , I r e n e S k e l t o n , Grace D i x o n , and 
M i l d r e d Keck. 

'k ^ ^ 'k Ik ± -^^ k 

O f f i c e r s and D i r e c t o r s o f the 
HEALDSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Rose D e m o s t e n e . o P r e s i d e n t 
Nelson C a r d i n a l . . . V i c e P r e s i d e n t 
Major P h i l l i p s . . . . T r e a s u r e r 
J a n I T a i i i ^ u i i R e c o r d i n g S e c t ' y . 

Mary Kay West C o r r e s p . S e c t ' y . 
Robert C. J o n e s D i r e c t o r 
Robert H a s s e t t . . . . D i r e c t o r 
J a c k R e l y e a , . . , . . . D i r e c t o r 
Thomas R o s c o e . . . . . D i r e c t o r 

N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r : E d L a n g h a r t 
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The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e was one 
of a s e r i e s p u b l i s h e d i n the Healds
burg T r i b u n e , commencing i n 1938, 
by Dr. W i l l i a m C. S h i p l e y who was 
born i n Healdsburg i n 1872: 

A "DOG-POWER" PUMP 

When John G r a t e r ( a s h o r t , f a t , j o l l y , glad-handed German) and h i s 
v/ife ( a r a t h e r f o r c e f u l I r i s h l a s s i e w i t h a foghorn v o i c e ) b u i l t the 
Union H o t e l , now known as the P l a z a H o t e l , t h e y i n s t a l l e d some v e r y 
o l d - c o u n t r y i d e a s , such as u s i n g a Chinese gong to c a l l the g u e s t s to 
meals. Three times a day G r a t e r would get out t h i s a n c i e n t o r i e n t a l 
a l a r m , b e a t i n g i t i n the lobby, the b a r , and out i n f r o n t o f the b u i l d 
in g on the s i d e w a l k . The sound o f t h i s gong v/ould r e v e r b e r a t e and echo 
through the o l d h o t e l , up and down the s t r e e t , and a c r o s s the p l a z a . 
I n f a c t , on c l e a r days i t c o u l d be hear d f o r b l o c k s . How i t s music 
made one's mouth w a t e r , f o r the G r a t e r s v/ere famous f o r the tempting 
food they spread upon t h e i r t a b l e , and the p r i c e v/as 2 5 f o r a b i g 
husky meal. 

Being t h r i f t y and not v/anting to depend on o u t s i d e s o u r c e s f o r a 
water s u p p l y , Herr G r a t e r had a deep w e l l behind the h o t e l and he i n 
s t a l l e d a good-sized pump to l i f t t he wate r i n t o a l a r g e t a n k atop a 
tankhouse. For the motive power he had a l a r g e cage or w h e e l - l i k e 
c o n t r a p t i o n , t r e a d m i l l f a s h i o n , connected to the pump, and tivo v e r y 
l a r g e dogs v/hich, when wate r was needed, v/ere p l a c e d i n t h i s exagger
ated s q u i r r e l cage. Around and 'round i t would go as the dogs walked 
v / i t h i n the v/heel. T h i s gave them e x e r c i s e and he l p e d them e a r n t h e i r 
d a i l y b read, f o r each dog c o u l d consume enough food f o r f o u r men. The 
dog food c o s t n o t h i n g , f o r t h e r e were p l e n t y o f s c r a p s from each meal 
s e r v e d , to more t h a n f e e d the dogs, c a t s , and p i g s which were kept i n 
a pen behind the h o t e l . 

The G r a t e r s were g r e a t h o s t s , s e t a b o u n t i f u l t a b l e , r a n a w e l l 
p a t r o n i z e d b a r , made e v e r y n i c k e l count, were honorable c i t i z e n s , and 
waxed f a t and r i c h . 



THE TAX ROLL, 1851 

One hundred and t x v e n t y - f i v e y e a r s ago l a n d v a l u e s i n Sonoma County 
v/ere not h i g h , and a c c o r d i n g to the r e c o r d s , l a n d i n the Healdsburg 
s e c t i o n now worth $10,000 per a c r e c o u l d have been bought f o r $1 a t 
t h a t time. 

I n the f i r s t t a x l i s t o f the county, dated 1 8 5 1 , t h e r e xvere but 
190 t a x p a y e r s , and e v e r y one of them had to go to Sonoma, the county 
s e a t , t a k e the oath and s i g n the r o l l . Among the names may be recog
n i z e d such o l d f a m i l y names as Harmon Hea l d , " f a t h e r " o f H e a l d s b u r g , 
Cyrus A l e x a n d e r , John B i d w e l l , Canute Baronda, the C a r i l l o s , John B,R, 
Cooper, and W i l l i a m B e n n e t t . 

Cyrus A l e x a n d e r , who gave h i s name to A l e x a n d e r V a l l e y , a d m i t t e d 
ownership o f 4,340 of those f e r t i l e a c r e s , " c a s h v a l u e , $3,255,", de
s c r i b e d as p a r t of C a p t a i n F i t c h ' s t r a c t . To the name of Canute 
Baronda, "one league of l a n d , " or 4,240 a c r e s , a s s e s s e d f o r $4,240. 
W i l l i a m Bennett owned s i x and o n e - h a l f l e a g u e s near F o r t Ross, and 
John B.R. Cooper had 12,790 a c r e s o f the Molino T r a c t , " c a s h v a l u e , 
$12,790." 

There xvas a war t a x i n those d a y s , t o o , and the t a x p a y e r s o f the 
time had as much d i f f i c u l t y s h a k i n g i t o f f as those of the p r e s e n t . 
I t c o n s i s t e d of a $25 " m i l i t i a t a x , " through xvhich the s t a t e and i t s 
c o u n t i e s xvere p r o t e c t e d a g a i n s t the t h r e a t o f i n v a s i o n and I n d i a n 
u p r i s i n g s . 

The t a x p a y e r w i t h a " H e x i c a n cow" got o f f cheaper i n the t a x c o l 
l e c t i o n s than the one w i t h an "American cow," but the d i f f e r e n c e i n 
bovine n a t i o n a l i t y seemingly made a d i f f e r e n c e a l s o i n the q u a l i t y 
and q u a n t i t y o f m i l k . Female dogs were a s s e s s e d f o r $3 s t r a i g h t , 
males f o r $ 1 , txvo f o r $3, or t h r e e f o r $5. There e x i s t e d i n t h a t 
day a "tox/n of Ruth," xvhich l i k e many o t h e r t h i n g s o f the p e r i o d , i s 
noxv f o r g o t t e n . 

•k k 5% k 5% k k ii k k k k k k k k k k k 

NEW MEMBERS RECENTLY ADDED TO THE ROLL: 

B a r b a r a C l a r k e S t a c y B e l l i Wendell Packwood 
Mary Calhoun Graham Marie B e l l i E l l a Packxvood 
A l f r e d L. Andrews Beth S a l i s b u r y O l i v e W i l s o n 
virs. R u s s e l l H. Green Ray W a i n s c o t t Mrs. J u d i t h M i l l e r 
I'rnnrliccrn T r o n c t t e T e r e s a B u r k d o l l M a r j o r i e H c i i d r i c k s o n 
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THE DRAYEUR CASE 

The y e a r was 1903, On a Sunday i n August, i n Healdsburg, Sophie 
Drayeur made known the death o£ her husband, August, a d m i t t i n g t h a t 
she had s t r u c k her husband over the head w i t h a p i e c e of stovewood 
the p r e v i o u s F r i d a y . She was bound over by Judge P r o v i n e s on a charge 
of manslaughter but two weeks l a t e r the D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y r a i s e d t h i s 
to a charge o f murder and she v;as h e l d f o r t r i a l . 

The sympathy of the community was w i t h S o p h i e , as i t was w e l l knoxvn 
the o l d winemaker was a d d i c t e d to heavy d r i n k i n g and abused h i s w i f e 
t e r r i b l y , o f t e n t h r e a t e n i n g to k i l l both her and h i m s e l f . 

Constant D r a y e u r , son o f Sophie and August, t e s t i f i e d t h a t f o r more 
than t e n y e a r s h i s f a t h e r had t h r e a t e n e d the l i f e o f Sophie. He s a i d 
the s l i g h t e s t s u g g e s t i o n from the mother a l w a y s met w i t h v i o l e n t r e 
buke from h i s f a t h e r . 

When Sophie was p l a c e d on the s t a n d slie s t a t e d t h a t , on t h i s oc
c a s i o n , her husband had r e p e a t e d l y t r i e d to choke h e r , and, from h i s 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , she r e a l i z e d she must p r o t e c t h e r s e l f . Then, she a l 
l e g e d , she s e i z e d the p i e c e o f f i r e w o o d and s t r u c k her husband a c r o s s 
the f o r e h e a d , and a f t e r w a r d threw the s t i c k i n t o the wood box. 

Sophie then begged him to l i e down on the bed, she t r i e d to make 
him c o m f o r t a b l e , and then went out on the porch to s i t . I n a s h o r t 
time she heard a sound as o f a body f a l l i n g and t h i s was f o l l o w e d by 
the sound of f u r n i t u r e b e i n g v i o l e n t l y thrown about. She was a f r a i d 
to e n t e r the bedroom. 

She d i d n ' t go i n u n t i l Sunday morning about 10 o ' c l o c k . At t h a t 
time she took a g l a s s o f water to him and found him c o v e r e d w i t h blood. 
She summoned nei g h b o r s and t h e y t o l d Sophie he was dead. 

The case was g i v e n to the j u r y , and, i n a s h o r t t i m e , t h e y r e t u r n e d 
a v e r d i c t o f "not g u i l t y " . 

TO THE TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: THANK YOU! 

The members o f the Telephone Committee a r e the communications l i n e 
between the Board o f D i r e c t o r s and the g e n e r a l membership. These 
seventeen people each make about a dozen phone c a l l s , p r i o r to each 
meeting, to those members l i v i n g i n and about Healdsburg and w i t h o u t 
t h e i r d e d i c a t e d s e r v i c e the a t t e n d a n c e a t our meetings c o u l d n ' t be 
m a i n t a i n e d . T h i s committee i s composed o f : 

k k k k ^ k k k k k 

GWEN HASSETT 
MARGARET LUCE 
MARY DOWLING 

MAXINE BELL 
BERTHA CARLEY 
CLARICE SULLIVAN 

JAN HARRISON 
EVELYN IVERSEN 
SUZANNE GUSTAFSON 

CARMEL BOTTINI 
VIRGINIA ZOBEL 
ROSE DEMOSTENE 

HAZEL WILSON 
TED KELLOGG 

SHIRLEY RELYEA 
ALETA RULOFSON 
PEARL GUPTILL 
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AUNT KATIE'S CALCULATION 

K a t i e M i l l e r p r e s e n t e d a problem. Her husband and some f r i e n d s 
were l e a v i n g f o r a F o u r t h of J u l y c e l e b r a t i o n i n 1854 and t h e y were 
much concerned as to how to c o n c e a l a j u g o f w h i s k e y which was i n the 
house. From, her known c a p a c i t y i t was deemed unv/ise to l e a v e Aunt 
K a t i e a t home i n company w i t h the j u g , so one of the more a g i l e men 
c limbed a t r e e , and unseen by K a t e , t i e d i t s e c u r e l y f a r out o f r e a c h 
of h i s t h i r s t y f r i e n d . 

Not long a f t e r t h e i r d e p a r t u r e A u n t i e ' s n a t u r a l t h i r s t was i n need 
of quenching. She, t h e r e f o r e , c a s t about i n s e a r c h of the t r e a s u r e , 
but i t was nowhere to be found. At l a s t she caught a glimpse o f the 
l o s t j u g , n e s t l e d among the l e a v e s , but f a r out o f r e a c h . D i l i g e n t 
c o g i t a t i o n s o l v e d the r i d d l e o f how to g a i n the p r i z e . She c a r r i e d 
out a l a r g e XArash-tub, and h a v i n g t a k e n c o r r e c t b e a r i n g s , p l a c e d i t 
immediately beneath the j u g , and n e x t , p r o c u r i n g her husband's r i f l e , 
she took d e l i b e r a t e aim, f i r e d , the b u l l e t p i e r c e d the t a r g e t , the 
l i q u o r t r i c k l e d i n t o the t u b . Aunt Kate r e g a l e d h e r s e l f , and was found 
on the r e t u r n of the p a r t y , i n a f f e c t i o n a t e p r o x i m i t y to what remained 
of her f a v o r i t e t i p p l e , h a v i n g had as much "independence" as v/as good 
f o r h e r , , ̂ ,. — 

( V a l e n t i n e and C a t h e r i n e M i l l e r , v/idely kncv/n as " F e l t a " 
and "Aunt K a t i e " , were among the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s i n the 
M i l l Creek a r e a , ov/ning the o l d m i l l p r o p e r t y o r i g i n a l l y 
s e t t l e d by W.J. March.) : 

k ^: k k -k k k k k k k k k k 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTIBLE SALE 

Our May 6 t h a n t i q u e and c o l 
l e c t i b l e s a l e r e s u l t e d i n much 
f u n , some work and some p r o f i t ! 
The s a l e of items donated by mem
bers and f r i e n d s brought i n a 
t o t a l of $794 to add to our t r e a 
s u r y . Verna L a f o n c h a i r e d t h i s 
committee and those a s s i s t i n g her 
a t the s a l e v/ere: Pat Schmidt, 
B e r n i c e Auradou, Bob and June 
J o n e s , C h r y s t a l L a n g h a r t , Nelson 
C a r d i n a l , J a c k R e l y e a , Major 
P h i l l i p s , and Rose Demostene. 

F e l i x L a f o n was r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r the a t t r a c t i v e p o s t e r s v/hich 
a d v e r t i s e d the s a l e . IVe e x t e n d a 
b i g "thank you" to a l l who con
t r i b u t e d i t e m s , thus making t h i s 
s a l e the s u c c e s s i t was. Funds 
r a i s e d by the s a l e v / i l l be p l a c e d 
i n the r e c e n t l y e s t a b l i s h e d Mus
eum xMemorial Fund o f the H e a l d s 
burg H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , to be 

used f o r f u t u r e irriprovements, 
a c q u i s i t i o n s , and e x p a n s i o n o f 
the museum 

ANNUAL BARBECUE A SUCCESS 

On Sunday, June 4 t h , members 
and f r i e n d s g a t h e r e d a t the V i l l a 
C h a n t i c l e e r p i c n i c grounds f o r our 
second annual barbecue. C h i c k e n , 
p r e p a r e d by the American L e g i o n , 
Mas e n j o y e d by a p p r o x i m a t e l y 150 
people. H i g h l i g h t o f the barbecue 
lATas the r a f f l e of a p a i n t i n g of the 
o l d Pena Adobe done by R o s i n d a 
Holmes. Over $100 was r a i s e d by 
t h i s and the proud new owners of 
the p i c t u r e a r e Mr. and Mrs. F r a n k 
B a l b i . 

Arrangements f o r the barbecue 
\\fere made by Chairman J a c k R e l y e a , 
w i t h Gladys Barnes h a n d l i n g the 
t i c k e t s a l e s . A good time v/as had 
by a l l . 
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