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“IT LOOKS LIKE A LOVED PLACE”

he setting of the school, nestled among redwoods and orchards

in a valley fed by spawning streams, helped encourage a deep
awareness of the natural world among students, faculty and staff.
“Itlooks like a loved place,” recalls Gay Kenny, who spent 24 years
six of them as principal/superintendent, at West Side, “a rewarding
placeto be.” The setting, and the attitude helped attract unusually
dedicated teachers and made learning vivid among students. West
Side’s quality of life and education began to attract interest, and
transfers, from outside the district.

Student population had hovered around 100 children for years,
but by the late 1970s, the makeup of the surrounding community
had begun to change. The prune orchards were gone, replaced
by ever-expanding ranks of vineyards. Exurban families, many
of them versed in new disciplines-computer technology, medical
research, scientific viticulture-had moved to the West Side area,
and were seeking to combine country school nurturing and unity
with nature with a quality education for their children. Interestin,
and support for an expanded educational experience came with
them.

SCIENCE, GARDENING, MUSIC, COOKING, ART

here had always been a garden of some kind at West Side. Now,

under Nancy Foulk, an annual gardening program was begun,
with students preparing soil, planting seeds, raising and harvesting
vegetables and flowers (it's much more encouraging to eat veggies
when you grow them.) An annual Science Fair gave West Side
students a chance to develop and display their involvement with
scientific methodology. Sparked by grants from the California Arts
Council, the school was able to offer enhanced instruction from
Artist-in-Residence Marcia Connell and musician Mary Drew, plus
dramatic productions mounted by Eileen Williams. Performers
from the Bay Area gave students live experience of professional
poetry, theatre, music and dance. Through technology grants, the
school was able to place computers, printers, modems and trained
staff into upper-level classrooms. The expanded education was
not so much a departure from traditional small-school education
as an extension of it. Parents, some of them food preparation
professionals, would come into the classroom and teach the
children how to cook. Elizabeth Schmidt, who managed the kitchen
at the nearby Bishop’s Ranch, showed a classroom of kids how to
make root beer from sassafras.

EXPANDING THE SCHOOL TO MATCH THE EDUCATION

To house the increased variety and participation of a West Side
education (a portable classroom had been added in 1973),
a unique multi-purpose room was added to the school building

under superintendent/principal Terry Kneisler in 1982. A folding-
wall system allows for division into between one and four spaces,
and one wall can be opened onto the school courtyard. The room,
named Felta Hall, serves as lunchroom, kitchen, play facility,
computer classroom, theatre and community hall, and its exterior
architecture, with its half-round arches, echoes the design of
the old Felta School, which had become a pre-school and day-
care center. The new Hall also offered an ideal gathering place
for the Monthly Assemblies, which bring students, faculty and
staff together for individual recognition as well as art and cultural
contact. The Assemblies, which have hosted guest musicians from
the Healdsburg Jazz Festivals, plays, artists and dance groups, have
become a West Side tradition. To help raise funds to support these
programs, activities were added that quickly became annual events,
the Jogathon, where students and student teams pledged laps in
exchange for donations, and the Spaghetti Dinner, which grew into
an Annual Auction. There was a conscious effort to maintain the
school’s individual character by expanding upon it.

GROWING WHILE STAYING SMALL

To meet the changing needs of modern education, special ed,
a growing Latino community, reduced class size, applications
for admission from outside the district, West Side administrators
and board agreed to increase the student population while
maintaining the school’s intimate, personalized learning
experience. “We wanted to hit 155,” recalls Richard Bugarske,
who became superintendent/principal in 1990, “figuring that was
a good number until you got higher. We didn’t do much recruiting,
though we may have put ads in the paper. It was mostly word of
mouth.” In three years, the school grew by forty students. Out-of-
district transfers grew so significantly that eventually a lottery was
instituted for kindergarten.

“There was an effort to connect with the whole community,”
says Bugarske. “We wanted to be inclusive. We included food
in celebrations. Families felt comfortable that we were looking
out for their children. That if the school bus broke down, their
kids would be given rides home. The family atmosphere was very
strong.”

STATE AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION

nawareness of what was happening at West Side-a community of
Aparents and the school devoted to providing special instruction
for students-began to spread beyond the immediate area. In 1993,
West Side was named a California Distinguished School. That same
year, the school also received honorable mention for a National
Blue Ribbon Award. “We didn’t win,” says Bugarske, “because

Continued on page 6
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THE GEYSERS: MYSTERIOUS MARVELS OF THE MAYACAMAS

by Daniel F. Murley

long the eastern edge of the Coast Range where the Pacific and

he Continental tectonic plates collide, we experience our own
local piece of the greater geological phenomenon called the “Ring
of Fire”. Here the volcanism of the collision and subduction of
massive portions of the world’s crust is expressed not in violent
eruptive events like that of Washington’s Mount Saint Helens’
spring 1980 explosive eruption, but rather in the more manageable
and less destructive thermal manifestations called hot springs,
fumeroles and steam vents. The geologic footprint of the area we
call “The Geysers” is approximately 30 square miles that lie east
of Healdsburg and west of Clear Lake. On many mornings there in
the hidden valleys, rising plumes of misty vaporous steam oddly
pierce the thick gray blanket of low-lying fog and the rocky uneven
surface of the earth is hot underfoot.

The first human excursions into these other-worldly regions
were those of Paleoindians who had entered what is now Northern
California approximately 12,000 years ago. The steam vents, heated
pools and boiling mud pots were shared by various Native groups.
The Pomo, Wappo and Miwok peoples all, to varying degrees, used
the area as a healing place and in some cases revered these places
as locations holding sacred meaning in their cosmology. Many
accounts, after contact with whites, tell of Native groups bringing
the ill and afflicted on stretchers from long distances and building
scaffolds in steamy niches for inhalation treatments or damming

up hot muddy places for immersion. In this half of a stereograph
image from the 1860’s, Carleton Watkins captures what is believed
to be the only photographic evidence of Native use.

Today many local Native people still avail themselves of the
therapeutic and curative properties of the hot springs and many
steaming caves.

It was not until April of 1847 that the burgeoning throng of
non-Native people became aware of the area by an adventuresome

Continued on page 8
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list in the hotel register contained the names of many luminaries
who were lured by many advertisements which remarked that any
trip to Northern California was incomplete without a visit to The
Geysers. Among the celebrities and political figures to sign were:
William Jennings Bryan, Luther Burbank, Lotta Crabtree, Ulysses S.
Grant (a cabin was built and named in his honor), Horace Greeley,
Jack London, J. Pierpont Morgan, Theodore Roosevelt, William
Howard Taft, Mark Twain, Giuseppe Garibaldi, and the Prince
of Wales. In his futile bout with "consumption,” notable pioneer
Harmon Heald also visited the theraputic vapors of the Geysers.

Much of the increased visitation came from the improvement
in transportation. Some riders may argue about the improvement
after a hair-raising six hour ride while others like Healdsburg
photographer Andrew Price extolled the beauty to be viewed on
the long ride.

“On the Way to The Geysers” Andrew Price ca. 1882

Fearless and famed Clark Foss and many other nameless “Lords
of the Lash” drivers guided their teams of four and six horses pulling
a coach full of wide-eyed pleasure seekers over steep and perilous,
narrow, rutted roads and winding wagon trails to the Geysers Hotel
and Resort.

Stage driver Clark Foss by Andrew Price

Eventually the Northwestern Pacific Railroad reached
Healdsburg in 1871 and from there many coaches could be taken
to The Geysers resort.

The Geysers Hotel ca. 1880

Interest in The Geysers was not piqued however until
photographic images showed people placed next to the geysers’
wonderful landscape and in the context of the dramatic remoteness
and eerie mystical atmosphere of the area. The renowned Carleton
Watkins, the great western landscape photographer, published a
series of dramatic stereoviews which were widely distributed and

Continued on page 10
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Before becoming the family mobile home park of today,

Riverside Villa was once a vacation resort, a swinging hotspot
and eventually a local legend. Wild and whispered tales of
the resort’s heyday as a speakeasy during Prohibition have
overshadowed the quieter history of the original Riverside Villa.

A letter to the Healdsburg Museum from Dorothy Sawyer about
the first Riverside Villa inspired this article. Mrs. Sawyer is also
to be credited for the accompanying bistorical photographs.

THE WALKER BATHING RESORT

Oscar and Mary Odell Walker purchased approximately 2.5
acres on the west side of the Russian River at the end of Mason
Street in the early 1880s. A handsome two-story residence was
built by 1883 to house their growing family. This building, the
first Riverside Villa, pictured here, burned down in the late 1890s.
Since 1899 was the only year of the 1890s that the Walkers were
taxed for a bare lot with no improvements--having previously paid
$600--it is evident that the fire took place that year.

The residence that replaced the first house by 1900 as “Riverside
Villa” can now be seen on the east side of Mason Street where First
and Front streets are fitted together at an odd angle. The Walker
resort property was more secluded then, as First Street did not
extend south between Hayden and Mason streets to join Front Street
in front of the house as it does today. The former resort grounds of
the Walker era are now paved and dotted with mobile homes.

AMENITIES OF THE RIVERSIDE VILLA

he Walkers opened the Riverside Villa in June of 1895. The
Healdsburg Tribune reported that:

Oscar Walker's new bath house and bathing gymnasium on the
Russian River is being liberally patronized.

The Walker resort was a middle class vacation camp, featuring
dances, river activities, including boating and bathing, and
wholesome recreation in a comfortable, family setting. In August
1904, the Healdsburg Enterprise endorsed the Walker resort,
touting its brand new bath houses on the river banks, declaring:

Many avail themselves of the opportunity to bathe in the
pleasant water. All depths make it safe for beginners. Boats,
bathing suits and towels are rented very reasonably.

FrRoOM RESPECTABLE TO ROARING:
THE STORIED PAST OF THE RIVERSIDE VILLA

by Holly Hoods

In 1914, a new combination dining room and dancing
pavilion added to the luster of vacationing at the Walkers’ resort.
The Northwestern Pacific Railroad easily transported guests to
Healdsburg from San Francisco and other points north and south.
The Riverside Villa courted visitors by advertising in the yearly
Northwestern Pacific publication, Vacation, a guide to resorts
and other accommodations for travelers along the railroad route.
Guests of Riverside Villa would be met and picked up by a Walker
conveyance from the railroad depot nearby.

THE WALKERS REMEMBERED

ary Odell Walker was the creative spark and motivating

force behind the operation. Despite the strongly prevailing
attitudes of the day that presumed the husband to be head of the
household and master of the family business affairs, Marys role
was recognized in newspaper articles and even in post cards.
Gradually “Oscar Walker’s Resort” evolved into “Mrs. Walker’s
Riverside Villa.” Mary Walker was the manager, cook, primary
laundress and hostess of the resort, while overseeing a family of
ten. Perhaps this is why, despite being 18 years younger than
Oscar, Mary died ten years earlier than he did.

Mrs. Walker’s esteemed reputation appears in stark contrast
to that of her husband, however. Walker descendants who have
researched the history of the family describe Oscar Walker in
unabashedly negative terms. Great-granddaughter Dorothy Sawyer
bluntly characterizes Oscar as “a leech who attached himself to the
labors of others,” happiest when issuing orders from the porch.

Continued on page 12
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information that the bootleggers in this city are making more
money now than any saloon man ever made here in a similar
length of time.

Upon taking over the business in 1929, Barsotti and Maddux
restored the name of the resort back to “Riverside Villa.” Their
well-stocked bootleg liquor bar and private dining and sleeping
rooms catered to a wealthy clientele from San Francisco with deep
pockets. Parties were rowdy, raucous and frequent. The resort
proved to be especially attractive to men trysting with women
other than their wives. Informed sources report that the upstairs
bedrooms were occupied by call girls. Customers could enter the
frontparlor and ring one of several bells to contact a specific desired
female companion for a “date.” Interestingly, but unfortunately
for historical research, the census taker that canvassed the Mason
Street did not visit the Riverside Villa in 1930 to enumerate the
residents. We will never know if the census taker avoided the place
because of intimidation, bribery or oversight.

THE JACKASS KICKS

n March 1931, Alfred Barsotti and four other men made big

headlines when federal prohibition officers raided a $70,000
bootlegging operation on the ranch of Calvin Foote, former
constable and justice of the peace, in Knights Valley, a half mile
from Kellogg. Arrested with Barsotti were Reginald Camolli and
William Hogin of San Francisco, John Elmer of Hayward and Fred
Shannon, no address. Accused by prohibition agents to be the
“head man in the distillery,” this time he got no slap on the wrist.
Barsotti was fined $1,000 and sentenced to a vear in jail. The
Healdsburg Enterprise proclaimed the seizure to be “one of the
largest in history here,” noting:

The still was one of the most elaborate ever found in the
county. The seizure included 1200 sacks of sugar, from which
alcohol was being made. But little mash and practically no
alcohol was seized, it was said, due to failure recently of the
water supply. This was being repaired when the federal squad
appeared on the scene at about 4:30 pm Monday.

Fred Barsotti was forced to leave Riverside Villa to begin serving
the jail sentence in October of 1931. One can only imagine his
spectacular send-off party the night before! Barsotti returned to
Healdsburg after serving his time in the Santa Rosa jail. This time
Barsotti kept a lower profile. Repeal of anti-liquor legislation
in 1933 ended Prohibition and helped keep the professional
bootlegger out of the news for the rest of his days. Alfred Barsotti
died quietly at his home on South Fitch Mountain Road in 1968 at
the age of 76.

Frank Maddux’s life ended tragically. Becoming sole owner
of the property in 1938, Maddux operated the Riverside Villa and
auto camp until his death in 1945 after years of poor health. Ailing
and despondent, Maddux slashed his throat with a pocket knife
while waiting at home for an ambulance to take him to the hospital
for treatment. The shock from the self-inflicted wound and other
complications killed him at age 66.

AUTO CAMP TO MOBILE HOME PARK

he Riverside Villa auto camp was continued by Frank Maddox’s

widow, Grace, and her son from a previous marriage, Robert

Edwards. Edwards started a mobile home park on the property
in 1947. He and his wife Amy lived in the residence through the
1950s.
The Riverside Villa property has been a mobile home park for
59 vears. The park has 19 sites for mobile homes and retains
the 1900 Walker residence and an attached granny unit, which
was created during the Eccles/Heidelberger ownership in the late
1970s- early 1980s. A portion of the former dining room and
dancing pavilion, built onto the kitchen by the Walkers in 1914, is
now a rental granny unit.

The next owners were Ralph and Blanche Connor who owned
and managed the property for a decade before selling the Riverside
Villa Park to John Eccles. The Connors continued to reside on the
property in one of the mobile homes. Eccles’s daughter and son-
in-law, Phyllis and Bob Heidelberger, took over management of the
property during the 1980s. Robin Naokio became the next owner
from the 1990s through the early 2000s. Current owner Carol
Mascherini bought the Riverside Villa three years ago to manage
as a rental property investment. She has maintained the vintage
residence in excellent condition and keeps the California Register-
listed historic landmark building painted its traditional yellow.

Sources:

Healdsburg City tax assessment records, 1878-1955.

Healdsburg Enterprise: 9/5/1904; 6/6/1914; 9/16/1923; 3/19/1931; 10/15/1931.
Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society. Historic Homes of Healdsburg, second
edition 1993.

Healdsburg Historic Resource Survey. 1983.

Healdsburg Tribune: 6/27/1895; 3/16/1916; 4/22/1920; 2/2/1945.

Heidelberger, Phyllis. 1983 letter to Healdsburg Museum.

Mascherini, Carol. Telephone interview with Holly Hoods, December 2000.
Northwestern Pacific Railroad. “Vacation 1908.”

R.L. Polk and Company. Polk’s Santa Rosa and Sonoma County Directory, 1920;
1928; 1938.

Riverside Villa post cards on file at Healdsburg Museum.

Russian River Flag: 8/20/1874; 2/18/1875.

Sawyer, Dorothy, letter to Healdsburg Museum, August 2005. Telephone interview
with Holly Hoods, December 2000.

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of Healdsburg, 1898, 1911, 1941, 1951.

Sotoyome Scimitar: 1/29/1920; 2/7/1920.

U.S. Dept of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 census.
Healdsburg; San Francisco
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At this time, the museum was situated at 133 Matheson Street,
the Museum/Community Center. In 1988, the museum had to go
across the street to 132 Matheson Street as the City wished to
remodel the Center to a new Senior Citizens’ Center! Very busy
with moving and creating exhibits, Hannah did keep to her word
of at least one or two RRR’s a year! During these years Hannah had
some help from Cathryn Fairlee, Art Reed, Chris Biagi, and Diane
Johannsen.

Having moved to the renovated Carnegie Library, the Healdsburg
Museum held a grand opening on May 1, 1990. With this move, the
“Staff” took over the RRR. For issue #37, summer of 1990, the
Staff consisted of Diane Johannsen, acting news editor Verna Lafon,
Pat Schmidt, and Curt Sloan editing and layout. Jill Baker added
her help for the next issue.

Issues #38 through #44, through the spring of 1993, were
ably produced by Verna Lafon and Curt Sloan. With the change
of curator in 1993, issue #45 listed as its staff Verna Lafon, Claire
Rithner (new Curator), and Steve Perkins, printing.

With RRR #46 Winter 1993, Darla Meeker became editor.
Gabe Fraire was her assistant and Steve Perkins did the layout to
be printed at Amoruso Printing. The Winter 1994 #49 issue had
Darla as editor and Bob Rawlins as the Computer Tech, layout by
Steve Perkins, printing by Solo Press, and distribution organized by
Carol Clark.

When Curator Claire Rithner and Editor Darla Meeker both left
in 1995, Bob Rawlins filled in (issues #50, #51, #52) as editor
and doing layout, taking it to Solo Press, and having Carol Clark
distribute.

The “modern era” of the Russian River Recorder actually
began with issue #53 in the spring of 1996 with former Healdsburg
Tribune editor Arnold Santucci taking the helm. The Curator was
Marie Djordevich and the Assistant Curator was Holly Hoods. They,
along with others such as June Smith and Bob Rawlins, contributed
articles to the now completely historic publication.

On December 15, 1993, the Healdsburg Museum Volunteer
Association (HMVA) was approved as a support group of the
Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society. As a result, a separate
newsletter, the ‘“Healdsburg Museum Volunteer Association
Newsletter,” containing goings-on of the Museum and Historical
Society began being written and distributed under the direction of
Betsy Bippart in February of 1994. In this 1st edition, Editor June

Smith wrote, “A newsletter should have a name. Do you have any
suggestions?”

Apparently no suggestions were forthcoming and the “HMVA
Newsletter” continued until June 1995 when the Board of Directors
decided to have a monthly membership newsletter published so that
Darla Meeker’s Russian River Recorder could focus on articles of
historical interest. June Smith continued as Editor until January
1996 when Arnold Santucci took over as editor of the “Newsletter”
as well as the Russian River Recorder.

Articles were usually contributed by the Curator, the Historical
Society President, the HMVA Coordinator, June Smith, Bob
Rawlins and chairmen of events and/or categories, e.g. Gift Shop,
Outreach.

In February of 2000, Arnold turned the “Newsletter” over to
Betsy Bippart for a year. In 2001 Curator Marie Djordevich (Shobe
beginning March 2002) took over editorship. Regular contributors
continued as before. Research Curator Holly Hoods began a regular
article beginning in January 2002

In November 2003, Curator Daniel E. Murley became editor for
a year until Barry Stallard took over in November 2004. While the
content of the “Newsletter” is mainly membership news, historical
asides keep adding to its value.

The distribution of the Russian River Recorder, and now the
“Newsletter,” has been handled by volunteers since 1994. Carol
Clark did it until 1998 when Elizabeth Neal took over. Elizabeth
coordinated the mailing committee through spring of 2002, and
since then Fran Lescalleet has been in charge of this operation.

From its inception, the Russian River Recorder has been the
conduit through which history of Healdsburg has been flowing
to the public. Always interesting and historical, the magazine has
grown under the editorship of Arnold Santucci to the professional
publication one sees today. With Healdsburg’s sesquicentennial
coming up in 2007, this same public can look forward to a new
look: finally a new name for the “Newsletter” and a year-long
“overview” of 150 years of Healdsburg history!
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An indenture made on 2 November 1863 between Joseph Fitch,
John B. Fitch, Charles Fitch, and John Grant sold acreage containing
the whole of Fitch Mountain to John Davis Hassett for $2500.

In 1877, J.D. Hassett sold 10 acres on the south slope of Fitch
Mt. to Fritz and Maynard for $5000. The new owners built an
earthen reservoir on the land, which had many natural springs,
and piped water to Healdsburg, thus establishing the first water
system serving the community.

When John D. Hassett died in 1887, part of Fitch Mt. went to
two of his heirs, Louise C. Walker (daughter) and Sarah E. Hassett
(wife), several hundred acres having been sold in the years since
acquisition.

Upon the death of Sarah E. Hassett in 1908, attorney John
Wesley Rose received 1300 acres when he settled the Hassett estate
(including the top of Fitch Mountain). J.M. Alexander prevailed
upon Rose to put lots on the market for summer homes. As a result
“Camp Rose” was carved out of the tract. Then came the sale of
“Camp Hale” to Nathan Hale of San Francisco. Later on Robert G.
Cook acquired a portion of the mountain which was being sub-
divided and readied for sale as Del Rio Woods (“The River by the
Woods”) in 1924. “Del Rio Woods is the portion of Fitch Mountain
extending from Villa Chanticleer on the north around the mountain
side and down to the banks of Russian River to Camp Rose on the
south. Thus it is that the northern, eastern and southern slopes
of the mountain will become one large summer resort, ideal,
picturesque and inviting. Every foot of the mountain at whose base
flows Russian river will then be dedicated to rest and recreation-for
be it known that the famous river actually flows around three sides
of the mountain, approaching it from the north, circling it on the
east, and departing from it on the south.” (Healdsburg Tribune 22
August 1924)

From the very first days, people have been drawn to the mountain
for various reasons. In the early days, people hiked to the top, and
children were fascinated with the various trails that were on it.
Fitch Mountain has been the subject of many “writings,” not the
least of which were the ones penned by Julius Myron Alexander.
One writer not often heard about was Healdsburg’s first mayor,
Colonel L.A. Norton who wrote a poem entitled “WRITTEN ON THE
SUMMIT OF FITCH MOUNTAIN WHILE SITTING ON AN ANT-HILL.”
The first of the seven-stanza poem read; “Little ant, come, tell me
why/ Thou hast built thy home so high;/ These high cliffs why didst
thou scale/ And leave the warm and pleasant vale?”

FITCH MOUNTAIN OR FITCH HILL?

A mountain is a land form that rises prominently above its
surroundings. It is generally distinguished by steep slopes, a
relatively confined summit, and considerable height. The term

Fitch Mountain (Museum Collection)

“mountain” has topographic and geologic meanings. It generally
refers to rises over 2000 feet (610 meters) Compared to a hill, a
mountain is defined by its greater height and volume.

The Healdsburg Enterprise reported on 6 February 1870 that
“Dr. Thomson and his surveying class measured the hight [sic] of
Fitch Mountain as 1,037.89 feet.”

According to a record on a tree at its summit marked down
there many years ago, Fitch Mountain is 999.8 feet above sea level.
The figures are from the official records of the geodetic survey, but
they were taken so long ago that they are subject to change “in the
event that the picturesque hill has sprouted any or slumped down
in the past quarter century.”

The Healdsburg Tribune ran two articles in 1924, the first on
17 January which stated “How high is Fitch Mountain? The chances
are that even the oldest resident of Healdsburg, who has lived for
most of his life under the shadow of the picturesque mound that
thrusts its shoulders up by the side of Russian river to the east of
this city, doesn’t know how far above sea level or above the floor of
the valley the top of the mountain is.

“Six boy scouts of the second patrol of the Healdsburg high school
troop, realizing the lack of information on the interesting subject
decided to find out the answer to the question for themselves.
So on Sunday they climbed the slopes of the hill and on its peak
determined the facts with an aneroid barometer.

“Fitch Mountain, they learned, is 960 feet above sea level and
850 feet above the level of Healdsburg. Those who climbed with
the ‘andenoid thermometer’ were Frank Sohler, Lieuallen Hall,
Clarence Engelbret, James Robinson, Fred Comstock and Richard
Warfield. W. Ellis Pickett was leader of the patrol on the climb.

“Previous measurements taken show Fitch Mountain to be just
a little under 1000 feet above sea level. These are geodetic survey
figures.”

Continued on page 18
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Putting up the "H", November 1939. Front row, [ to r: Sis Schwab, Virginia
Anderson, Charlotte beckwith, Gloria Masini, Marge Barnard.
Second row, | to r: Norma Kelly, Maty Wattles, Vivian Kramer, Virginia
Kramer, ?, Dorothy Childress. (Photo courtesy of Marge Barnard)

to replace the old symbol which had become badly twisted and
bent through the years. The new ‘H’ is 18 feet by 13 feet, made of
two-inch redwood, 24 inches wide, set on concrete foundations,
and is expected to last for several years. The material for the new
letter was furnished by the Healdsburg high school student body
and was made by A. Valette and F. Lafon under the direction of
Faculty Advisor George Stanley who also is shop teacher. The ‘H’
was erected by Gerald McClish, Robert Jones, Lloyd Patterson, J.
Silvas, L. Musselman, Charles Mallon and Felix Lafon. (Healdsburg
Enterprise, 9 November 1933)

The last mention of the “H” was in the 1940 “Sotoyoman” in the
sophomore class history: “In the middle of the year, the sophomore
girls decided it was time the ‘H’ was once more hoisted to its place
of honor, and twelve of the most ambitious scaled Fitch Mountain
for that purpose. Eight hours later they descended triumphantly.
The ‘H’ stood, however, for only a week, and then again slid to
a resting place far down the mountain side. This time the boys,
determined not to be outdone, made short work of righting it.”

It has been determined that an “H” of some type was put on the

mountain until 1951 or 1952 with either freshmen or sophomores
responsible for its placement. Today THE spot is still visible as
a totally bare brown spot. With a bit of imagination one can still
“see” the “H” on Fitch Mountain.

Fitch Mountain showing position of "H", from Recreation Park, 2006
Photo by Charlotte Anderson

In 1927, Del Rio Woods, including Fitch Mountain, was sold by
Cook and Pohley to “a group of capitalists headed by Thomas
Scobel. Scobel was interested in a continuation of a road to the
top of Fitch Mountain. In September of 1928, a steam shovel could
be seen at work just above the letter “H.” Quick work was done
and a “wonderful road winding up the northeastern slopes” was
opened with the first automobile reaching the summit on October
3, 1928. (see “Road to the Top of Fitch Mountain,” Russian River
Recorder, Winter 2002)

Another scheme was proposed in 1929, to put a “beacon light
on the top of Fitch Mountain! If not a beacon light, why not decorate
one of the trees like a Christmas tree or use some other lighting
scheme that will show off at night time and attract the attention of
the passing throng and afford a little advertising to this section.”
Needless to say, that idea never lit up.

In June 1943, Earl Callicut, 13, of Del Rio Woods saw a plane
crash on the mountain and led Saul Richman, former Tribune editor,
and Dianne Wolking to the site. The plane, on a training flight from
the “Fulton airdrome” evidently lost a stabilizer causing the pilot to
lose control. “Army officials removed the body of the pilot to San
Rafael and took such parts as they wished. Souvenir hunters made
short work of the balance.” Tribune, June 18, 1943.

Although many plans and hopeful ideas for the use of the top of
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