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I 
I In This Issue ,J 

In this, our last issue of 2009, we welcome three new contributors to the pages of the Russian 
River Recorder- Marvin Bowers, Shonnie Brown and Jeanette Marie. 

The Rev. Canon Marvin Bowers, a retired Episcopal priest who served as vicar and then 
rector of St. Paul's Church for 35 years, graciously agreed to write for the Recorder after 

he saw, in the Museum's newsletter, a request that any member wishing to contribute to the 
Review and/or Recorder would be most welcome. We gave Rev. Bowers, well known to our 
readers for his excellent articles in the Healdsburg Tribune, material researched and written 
by longtime contributor, the late Charlotte Anderson. He took this material plus an article 
written by Eileen O'Farrell Borgwardt, who is an active member of the RRR, and gave us a Yery 

interesting and informative accounting of the history and present status of the Riders. Thank 
you, Fr. Marvin, for sharing your talents with us. 

We also welcome as a contributing writer Shonnie Brown, whom many of you know as the 
author of those informative and well written articles about your friends and neighbors which 
are published in the Healdsburg Tribune. Her interview with Norman Rafanelli Cousins. a 

member of a well known and respected Healdsburg family, gives us a fascinating account of 
an immigrant family, their success and their involvement in the community. We know you ,,ill 
find this article a most enjoyable read. 

Ann Howard and Kay Robinson, two very faithful and devoted Museum volunteers, together 

researched the 100 years' history of the Dry Creek Neighbors' Club to share with us the 

many achievements and good works chronicled over the years. Ann and Kay, both officers 
of the club, Ann serving as president and Kay as secretary, have contributed previously to the 
Recorder. In this collaborative effort we acknowledge their many hours of work and their 
talents for bringing history to life. 

Research Curator Holly Hoods has put together a wonderful holiday exhibit in the Museum's 
main gallery -a nostalgic look at the toys of the past. In celebration of this event, she has written 
three interesting articles showcasing toys of the 1930's, 1950's and I960's. She was joined 
in this effort by a new contributor to our pages, Jeanette Marie, whose article tells us about a 
very special doll loaned to the Museum by Ron Kron. The unique ceramic doll belonged to his 
mother Grace Seeman Kron of Alexander Valley. We know you will enjoy reading about these 
unusual and historic toys. Please visit this wonderful exhibit, Magical Toyland, soon. 

The Recorder staff joins me in wishing you a Happy and Blessed New Year. 

Russian River Recorder 

Arnold Santucci 
Editor 
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essence of the story. 
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ARTIFACTS: CHILD'S TEA SET, HANDMADE WooDEN Tovs, 

ORIGINAL PLASTICINE FIGURES 
by Holly Hoods 

Child's Tea Set 
Loaned by Kay Robinson 

This lovely pink flowered toy tea set was a Christmas present 
given to Kay (Schmidt) Robinson of Healdsburg by her parents, 
Don Schmidt and Patricia Kay (Phillips) Schmidt, in about 1957. 
Kay would have been 8 years old when she received it. The tiny 
tea service includes child-size dishes, cups, bowls, creamers and 
a platter. The tea set is still in impeccable condition, because, Kay 
admits, "I never played with it!" 

Kay's parents, Patricia Kay Phillips (1921-1998) and Don 
Schmidt (1920-2001), were married in 1943. Born six years later 
in 1949, Kay grew up at 5675 Dry Creek Road with her sister, 
Diane (Schmidt) Carriger, and brother, Brian. Their grandparents, 
Harold Frederick Phillips and Arla Marie (Wagers) Phillips, lived 
across the road at 5796 Dry Creek Road from 1921 to 1977. 

Kay and her siblings are fifth generation in Dry Creek Valley, 
descendants of pioneer settlers, Duval Drake Phillips and Mary 
Mccloud, who came to Dry Creek in 1856. D.D. and his partner, 
Samuel Heaton, purchased a total of 137 1/4 acres from the Pifia 
family, owners of the Tzabaco Rancho land grant, for $1112.82 ½, 

according the surviving deed records. The family resided in the 
Pina (Phillips) adobe, which is now the oldest house in Dry Creek 
Valley. 

This year, the Dry Creek Neighbors' Club is celebrating its 100th 

anniversary. Kay Schmidt Robinson as club secretary continues 
the neighborly tradition, exemplified by the "Kind Words, Kind 
Thoughts, Kind Deeds" motto of the club. Her grandmother, Marie 

(Wagers) Phillips, and her mother, Patricia (Phillips) Schmidt, were 
both members of the group before her. The Healdsburg Museum 
salutes the longstanding spirit of friendliness and cooperation of 
the Dry Creek Neighbors' Club and commends Kay for her vital 
volunteer work with that group and our Museum organization, as 
well. See more of Kay's toys and photos in our holiday antique toy 
exhibit, on display through the end of January. Read more about 
the history of the Dry Creek Neighbors' Club in this issue of the 
Russian River Recorder. 

llmll 

Left-right, Ruth Domenichelli, Donna Rosa, Cheryl Osborn, Magaret 
(Keck) Peters, Nancy (Peters) Yost, Katy (Schmidt) Robinison at Kay's 

6th bii·thday, 1955. Alt of them still live in Sonoma County 

Kay Schmidt, 1954 

Sources: 
Interview with Kay Robinson, December 
2009. 
Tzabaco Rancho history file, Healdsburg 
Museum. 
Tzabaco Vineyards family history section 
@ Drycreekgrapes.com. 
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ARTIFACT: 

FERN NABER's HANDMADE WooDEN Tovs 

FROM THE 19301S 

Handmade wooden toys fi'om Uncle Emil. 

Currently on loan to the Healdsburg Museum for our annual 
antique toy exhibit, these handmade wooden toys were created 
for Fern Calender (Naber) in the early 1930s. Fern was born 
in 1923 to Gene and Frances Calender. She grew up with two 
brothers, Marvin and Glenn, and sister, Ruby, in the countryside 
near Kingsburg, California (below Fresno and near Selma - the 
raisin capital of the world). There Fern enjoyed a happy, rural 
childhood. 

Fern Calender (Nabei~ with her older brothe1; Marvin, in the late 1920s. 

Fern's uncle, Emil Forsstrom, her mother's brother, was 
gradually going blind when he made the wooden toy figures for his 
niece, so the shapes are slightly irregular. He had meticulously built 
small display ships to scale before the onset of his blindness. Fern 
lovingly points to the wobbly, hand-drawn faces on the 14 seated 
people he made, plus 2 round tables, 2 standing people, 15 chairs, 
a dresser and a wood and metal swing. They are a treasured part 
of Fern's childhood and are still appreciated by her children and 
grandchildren. We are grateful to Fern and her family for sharing 
them with us. Emll 

Sources: 
Interview with Fern Naber and Gene Naber, December 2009. 

"Mom's Memories," Fern Naber, 1993. 

Fern in washtub on bath day, I 920s. 
"It must have been a Saturday," she laughs. 
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ARTIFACT: 

GuMBY, PoKEY, MINGA - ORIGINAL PLASTICINE FIGURES 
LOANED BY HOLLY HARMAN 

Gumby, Minga aud Pokey in Museum display 

These colorful plasticine figures were created by animator Art 
Clokey and used in his pioneering work in "claymation." The 
characters were brought to life using stop-motion clay animation, 
which is very exacting work. It takes 1,440 still-frame pictures to 
make one minute of clay animation. 

The character "Gumby" first appeared in Clokey's 1955 abstract 
short film Gumbasia. His TV debut was on The Howdy Doody 
Show in 1956. Gumby was reportedly inspired by a suggestion 
from Clokey's first wife, Ruth, that he base his character on the 
Gingerbread Man. Gumby's legs and feet were made wide to help 
the clay character stand up during stop-motion filming. The famous 
slanted shape of Gumby's head was inspired by Clokey's father's 
cowlick hairstyle. Gumby was green because it was Clo key's favorite 
color. 

Gumby got his own Saturday morning show in 195 7, and starred 
in 223 episodes. Female performers ( Ginny Tyler and Norma 
MacMillan) supplied Gumby's voice during the early episodes. 
New episodes were added from 1961 to 1963, at which time Dallas 
McKennon became the voice of Gumby. Production of the Gumby 
series continued through 1966-1968, and Dick Beals voiced the 
role of Gumby. 

Gumby's best pal, Pokey, is a talking orange pony (voiced 
variously by Art Clokey and Dallas McKennon). They struggle 
with the Blockheads, a pair of humanoid, red-colored figures with 
block-shaped heads, who wreak havoc at all times. The Blockheads 
were inspired by the Katzenjammer Kids, who were always getting 
into mischief. Other characters include Gumby's dog Nopey (who 
responds to everything with a forlorn "nope"); Prickle, a yellow 
dinosaur, who often declares himself as a detective, sporting a pipe 
and a hat in the likeness of Sherlock Holmes; Goo, a flying blue 
mermaid who spits blue goo-balls and can change her physical 
shape at will; Gumby's mother Gumba; Gumby's father Gumbo; 
his sister Minga; Denali (a mastodon); Tilly (a hen); King Ott; and 
Professor Kapp. 

The first bendable Gumby toy came out in 1964. The popular 
characters have been featured in merchandise, books and film, 
and continue to be appreciated by kids of all ages. Thanks to 
Holly Harman, Art's stepdaughter, for sharing her outstanding 
collection of Gumby and Friends with the Healdsburg Museum 
this year. Art Clokey passed away January 2010. Emll 

Sources: 

Gumbyworld.com website. 

Interview with Holly Harmau, December 2009. 

Art Clokey and Gumby. AP photo. 
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