
 

History Lives Pioneer Award Dinner 
 

This year’s History Lives celebration will be 
held on Saturday, September 9 at the Villa Chanticleer 
in honor of longtime Museum and community 
supporters, Jim and Meredith (Leoni) Dreisback.  This 
deserving couple will be presented with the Museum’s 
Pioneer Award for their significant community support 
and numerous Museum volunteer contributions.   

The reception will begin at 5:30 pm to be 
followed by a three course Family Style Dinner:  

 

Valette Estate Heirloom Tomato Salad  
Chilled Farro - Preserved Lemon - Fresh Mozzarella - 

Pesto Aioli 
by Chef Dustin Valette, Valette Restaurant 

Costata di Manzo Brasato 

Braised Short Ribs with Creamy Polenta and Red 
Wine Demi 

by Chef Shari Sarabi, Baci Café & Wine Bar 
Assorted Desserts 

by Downtown Bakery & Creamery 
 

Event co-chairs Jim Brush and Eric Ziedrich 
and their team are putting together exciting live and 
silent auctions.   

The evening will also include drawings for the 
Instant Wine Cellar raffle prizes.  Three “cellars” (101 

 

           Jim and Meredith Dreisback 
 

bottles, 60 bottles and 48 bottles, respectively) of 
premium Sonoma County wines will be awarded.   

Your attendance at this year’s History Lives 
event will support our Honorees and the Museum.  
This event is our biggest fundraiser of the year.  
Invitations have been mailed and seating is limited, so 
we encourage you to respond quickly to reserve your 
place.  The ticket price is $120 per person.  Contact the 
Museum (431-3325) for additional information and/or 
to purchase event and raffle tickets.  

 

 

Calendar 
 

 
 

Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

August, 2017 
 
 

    2     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am              
           Museum Research Center 
 

  15     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center 
 

  19     “Magnolia Tribute” Wine  
           Launch Party, 2:00 pm to  
           5:00 pm, Longboard Vineyards 
 

  27     Antiques and Arts Fair,  
9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Plaza  

   

 
 

September, 2017 
 
 

    6     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am              
           Museum Research Center 
 

    9     History Lives Pioneer Award, 
           5:30 pm, Villa Chanticleer 
           

  19     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center 
 

  29     Frei Brothers and Simoncini  
           Vineyards Tour and Tasting,   
           9:00 am to 3:30 pm, see page 6 
 

          
 

 

221 Matheson Street 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 

707 431 3325 

Fax 707 473 4471 
 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

info@healdsburgmuseum.org 
 
 

Museum Hours: 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods,  
Executive Director/Curator 

The summer is bringing lots of 
visitors to the Museum gallery and 
plenty of out-of-town drop-ins to our 
research library.  “Destination 
Healdsburg” has been a popular 
exhibition and we are busier than ever.   

The vacationing Nielsen sisters, Judy Nielsen 
Polsky and Sally Nielsen Chrisman, visited 
Healdsburg together for the first time since their family 
moved away in 1963.  They visited old haunts like the 
Calderwood Inn at 25 West Grant Street, which was 
built in 1902 by their great-great-grandfather Samuel 
Kirkham for their great-grandmother and her husband 
John Miller.  We helped them find historical 
information about the grand residence and the Miller 
Fruit Company that Miller operated next to the railroad 
tracks on West Grant between Grove Street and 
Healdsburg Ave.  They promised to search their own 
photo collections for pictures to share with the 
Museum. 

Judy Nielsen Polsky and Sally Nielsen Chrisman  

 
Descendants from the Sanborn and Banks 

families visited the archives to see what new research 
we might have since their last visit to the Museum 
several years ago.  I helped them find a few newspaper 
articles and made an introduction to their local relative, 
Ron Kron.  

Building and property research is also going 
strong.  Ava Connaughton and her friend researched 
the former A.W. Garrett house at 403 Matheson.  They 
had great success.  Not only did they learn that the 
stately Queen Anne was built in 1896, but I was also 
able to find two historic photographs of the property 
for them.   

I just finished researching the ownership and 
land use history of the Honor Ranch on Mill Creek 
Road for realtor (and Board member) Ken Spadoni.  I 

also researched the property history of the Adam and 
Eve Ranch at the end of Grant Avenue for the new 
owner.  Our intern Lauren Carriere and I helped a 
cultural resource consultant research the building 
history of the south block of the Plaza.  I am also 
helping the City update the historic context and define 
building styles that characterize Healdsburg.  I also 
sent photos of the respective architectural styles.  
Coincidentally, we are planning a local architecture 
exhibition for next year.  

Museum staff and key Board members have 
been working with a consultant to create a new 
Museum website.  This is one of our major goals for 
2017.  It is a time-consuming, yet gratifying project.   
Stay tuned.   

 

Magnolia Tribute Event               by Holly Hoods 
On Saturday, August 19, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 

pm, you are cordially invited to celebrate the launch of 
Longboard Vineyards’ new red Bordeaux blend, 
“Magnolia Tribute.”  It was created in honor of the 
historic Magnolia Cannery which once stood where 
Longboard is located today at 5 Fitch St.   

Guests will have the opportunity to purchase 
Magnolia Tribute wine and savor some fascinating 
local history with their wine. Thanks to Longboard 
owner/winemaker Oded Shakked’s generosity, eight 
dollars from very bottle sold will benefit our Museum.  
The wine retails for $39.06 per bottle with tax; $468.72 
per case with tax.  Pre-orders are encouraged since 
only 54 cases were produced.   

As an added bonus, anyone who purchases 
Magnolia Tribute wine will be extended Wine Club 
privileges with a 20% discount on any other 
Longboard wines purchased that day. 

Complimentary appetizers and delicious 
Longboard wines will be offered.  A pop-up Museum 
exhibit of Magnolia Cannery history will be on display.  
A brief guided walking tour of the historic block 
(leaving from Longboard at 3:00 pm) will be 
conducted.  

This promises to be a fun way to celebrate the 
summer, stock your wine cellar, learn a little history 
and support the Museum.  Don't miss it! 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Mark Jensen & Johanna Grawurder 
Michelle Mercer & Bruce Golden 

 



President’s Corner                    by Ronnie Devitt,                  

                                        Board President 

It was amazing!  I am talking 
about HM&HS’s sponsored Antiques 
and Arts Fair in the Plaza last month.  
It was in the 90’s when the event 
opened at 9:00 am.  At 3:00 pm our 
electronic devices told us that the 

temperature was 110 F but “it felt like 111.”  I wasn’t 
sure about that.   It seemed more like the average daily 
temperature in Hell. 
 A few vendors had bailed before set-up based 
upon the weather predictions.  Rawleigh Fjeld and Kay 
Robinson tried to move some of the vendors with 
sunny locations to the shade, but there wasn’t enough 
of that.  Some of those poor vendors in the sun had to 
pack up and leave early.  Cold water was sold and 
given away.  The City opened the Senior Center as a 
cooling off station and least one vendor had to head 
there for recovery.  
 This was the setting, not what was amazing.  
The amazing and figuratively heartwarming part was 
the extent to which everyone, vendors, Museum 
volunteers and the few visitors, pulled together and 
exuded goodwill and good cheer.  It reminded me of 
the community spirit and willingness to help others 
that seems to occur immediately after natural disasters.  
The most notable example of this in my memory was 
after the 1989 earthquake in San Francisco.    

I can only say, “Thank you” to Rawleigh, Kay 
and the wonderful vendors and survivors of the June, 
2017 Healdsburg Antiques and Arts Fair.  You too, 
Museum members, can show your thanks by attending 
and shopping at the last Antiques and Arts Fair of the 
season on Sunday, August 27.  Remember that any 
profits from the rent of the spaces benefits the 
Museum.  We want the vendors to keep coming back, 
hopefully, to cooler, more profitable events. 

 

HMVA News         by Ann Howard, HMVA Co-chair 
On June 13, fifteen 

receptionists joined staff members for 
a behind-the-scenes tour of the new 
exhibit, “Destination Healdsburg,” in 
order to increase their knowledge of 
the exhibition while greeting visitors in 
the Gallery.  Plans are to have this type 

of reception for receptionists with each new exhibition. 
On July 8, eighty volunteers, members, and 

guests attended the Langhart Award and Volunteer 
Appreciation event at the Castelli Ranch, hosted by 
Steve and Glenda Castelli.  Maggie Bates and Diane 
Carriger were the deserving recipients of this year’s 
award.   

Glenda Castelli mentioned how much they 
enjoyed hosting the event for the Museum.  “I know 
Steve’s great grandparents, Mary Ellen and John 
Bidwell, would have wanted us to do this as they put 
on big events down by the Russian River at their ranch 
in Alexander Valley every year.” 

Happy summer to you all and stay cool. 
 

Langhart Volunteer Appreciation Event 
by Holly Hoods 

On July 8, Museum volunteers, supporters and 
invited guests spent a memorable evening at the 
Castelli Ranch for the Langhart Volunteer 
Appreciation dinner and awards.  Hosted by the Steve 
and Glenda Castelli family and sponsored by our 
Museum Board, this festive event celebrated our 
wonderful Museum volunteers for their many 
significant contributions to the Museum.  Beloved 
volunteers Diane Carriger and Maggie Bates were 
selected by the Langhart Committee to receive the 
Langhart Volunteer Appreciation award for 2017.  
This prestigious award for outstanding volunteer 
service to the Museum is named for tireless Museum 
founder and first volunteer, City Clerk Edwin Langhart  

Guests were treated to guided tours of the 
Castellis’ amazing historical collections and permitted 
to freely explore their collection buildings, which are 
not normally open to the public.  Music by John 
Youngblood & Co. helped set a relaxing tone.  Tina 
Castelli and crew served an impressive Italian country 
feast.  We enjoyed delicious local wines from our 
Museum wine cellar, courtesy of our generous winery 
donors.  We couldn’t have had a better time.   

 
 

Thanks to Our Latest 

Cemetery Restoration Project Donors 
 

Domenichelli Masonry  
Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 

Billie Harrison 
Image Tree Service 

Jeff Zimmerman 
 



 



 



 
 



Collections Corner                                                                           by Whitney Hopkins, Assistant Curator 

 In 1907, the Ridley and 
Lawson families took a camping trip 
by horse and wagon from Santa Rosa 
to Skaggs Springs Resort to Gualala to 
Jenner to Austin Creek to Guerneville 
and back to Santa Rosa.  The trip 
would have taken over a week with 

two wagons, four horses, nine people and supplies.  
Both Janus Fletcher Ridley and Jesse Printice Lawson 
were teamsters by profession and experienced drivers.  
Janus kept horses and wagons at the family’s home.  
Their wives Alice and Tina were best friends. 

Ridley and Lawson families at Skaggs Springs Resort, 1907. 

 

The families stopped at Skaggs Springs Resort, 
a popular vacation destination since the 19th century 

(now submerged under Lake Sonoma).  At Skaggs 
Springs, there was a gazebo with benches along the 
inside, and a small pool at the center, for visitors to sit 
and drink the spring water.  Metal dippers hung from 
hooks in the gazebo for dipping water to drink. 

Sharon Ridley-Smith’s grandfather Norredden 
Algernon Ridley was still using one of those Skaggs 
Springs dippers to water his prized orchid collection in 
a greenhouse at his home on Monroe Street in Santa 
Rosa when Sharon was a girl.  Sharon recalled that 
when she was a child her grandfather told her that the 
ladle was “borrowed” from Skaggs Springs Resort by 
his father Janus F. Ridley (on the family’s 1907 trip).   

Water dipper from Skaggs Springs, 1907 

 

Sharon very kindly gifted the water dipper 
from Skaggs Springs Resort to the Healdsburg 
Museum, along with a photo of the Ridley and Lawson 
families at Skaggs Springs Resort on their 1907 trip.  
We are thrilled to have this wonderful historic artifact 
to add to our collection! 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Anita Colombano from Rita & John Lawson 
Shirley & Rick Buchignani 

Don Peters from Shirley & Rick Buchignani 
 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Barclay Nalley from Shirley Buchignani 
Gene Ricci from Janet Pisenti 

 
 

 

Board of Directors: Ronnie Devitt (President), Jim Brush (Past President), Eric Ziedrich (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu (Recording Secretary), Phil Hartlaub (Treasurer), Barry Stallard (Assistant Treasurer), Rawleigh Fjeld, Lockie 
Gillies, Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Carol Peterson, Kay Robinson, Ken Spadoni (Directors) 
 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg area through 

the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the 

Healdsburg area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to 

support, operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin Langhart, Founder. 
 

 

Membership Levels: 

Friend: $30  Family (2 or more): $50 
Contributing Member: $100  Supporting  Member: $250   

Sustaining Member: $500  Benefactor: $1,000 

 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia,  Printing: Amoruso Printing 
 

 

 



  

Our Sincere Appreciation to Our Generous Sponsors 
 

Amoruso Printing 

Big John’s Market 

Bosworth and Son General Merchandise 

Brandt Insurance 

Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 

Passalacqua, Mazzoni, Gladden, Lopez & Maraviglia, LLP 

Redwood Moving & Storage 


