
 

 

 
Office Manager Jane Bonham and website creator Colby Devitt reviewing the Museum’s new website. 

 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 
New and Improved! 

 

Great news!  Thanks to a generous grant from 
the Fred and June MacMurray Foundation, we were 
able to achieve one of our major goals for 2017: a 
new website for the Museum.   

Until this month, we had been using a website 
that we created in 2009-10 with software that is now 
outdated.  While we really liked our previous 
supporting company’s work, we decided to create a  

(cont’d on page 3) 
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Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

February, 2018 
 

    7     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am               
           Museum Research Center 
 
  18     The Hidden History of Sonoma  

           County Author Talk and Book      
           Signing, 11:00 am 
       
  20     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center  

 
 

March, 2018 
 

    7     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am              
           Museum Research Center 
             
  20     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center 
 

   
    

  

 

         

 

 

 

221 Matheson Street 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 

 

707 431 3325 

Fax 707 473 4471 
 

 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

info@healdsburgmuseum.org 
 
 

 
 

Museum Hours: 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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President’s Corner                  by Ronnie Devitt,                  

                                      Board President 

Let’s have a mission to get 
everyone who lives in Healdsburg 
into the Museum…at least once!   

I can’t tell you how many 
local people tell me that they have 
never been to the Museum.  Almost 

every time I am working my shift as a receptionist, 
someone tells me that it is their first time in the 
building or the first time since they were a kid coming 
to it when it was the library.  Then they tell me how 
gorgeous it is and that they plan to come back.   

We should all invite our friends and 
neighbors, as well as out of town visitors to come 
with us to an exhibition or an event. 
 Thank you to all who responded to the 
Museum’s annual appeal for funds and to everyone 
who supported the Museum in so many other ways in 
2017.  Unfortunately, our cost of operation is 
approximately $20,000 greater than the funds raised.  
Therefore, we will be “tightening our belts” and 
making some cuts in 2018.  We will also be taking a 
hard look at how we can raise funds to continue 
offering interesting exhibitions and providing the 
community with our valuable services.   

Please share your fundraising ideas with me, 
other Board members or the Museum staff. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Interested in Joining a History Book Club? 
by Ronnie Devitt 

 If there is enough interest, Holly and I would 
like to start a monthly book club at the Museum.  If 
you enjoy reading history and have the time, please 
email me at ronnie@healdsbugmuseum.org.   

If we have a core group of potentially 
interested people, we will set up an organizing 
meeting to decide the time and day of the month, the 
process for book selections, etc.  Membership in the 
book club will not be limited to Museum members, 
but we are soliciting you first. 

 

The Hidden History of Sonoma County 
Join author John Schubert at the Museum on 

Sunday, February 18 at 11:00 am for a discussion of 
his latest book, The Hidden History of Sonoma 

County. 
Learn of the enterprising spirit and enthralling 

history that led to Sonoma County's storied 
agricultural heritage and defined its earliest denizens.  
Sail the seas with Captain Bodega y Quadra, whose 
name graces the coast and beyond, and wave farewell 
to the last train out of the redwoods.  Discover the 
fate of Charles Henley, spirited from the county jail 
in 1876 by masked vigilantes.  Learn about the rise 
and fall of Sonoma's tobacco growers and the historic 
opening of the Jenner Bridge as the automobile rose 
in popularity. 

Born in San Francisco, John received a BA 
degree in Anthropology from Sonoma State 
University.  A former Marine, he worked as a 
Sonoma County deputy sheriff for 39 years.  John 
resides in Guerneville and has written for several 
Guerneville newspapers.  He has been known as the 
Russian River historian since 1960.  

Contributor Valerie A. Munthe was born in 
the Bay Area peninsula and raised in her family's 
summer cabin just east of Guerneville.  She and John 
collaborated on their first manuscript in 2009.  
Valerie has served on the board of the Russian River 
Historical Society.  A graduate of the Santa Rosa 
Junior College, Valerie lives in Monte Rio.  

Copies of The Hidden History of Sonoma 

County will be available for purchase and John will 
be happy to sign them. 
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New Website                         (cont’d from page 1) 

brand-new site that we could more easily update 
ourselves.  

We hired Colby Devitt of Devitt + Perlman  to 
set up the site architecture for our new website and 
teach us how to manage it.  Hosted through 
Squarespace, it is viewable across various platforms 
and is will be much easier to maintain.   

Major kudos to Board President Ronnie for 
dedicating many hours to this endeavor, along with 
Curators Holly and Whitney.  Thanks to volunteer 
Tom Devitt for editing the photos and to our Office 
Manager Jane for important feedback regarding 
website data management.   

Since it is new, we hope you will test drive it 
soon and let us know what you think.  If you find any 
glitches, we want to know that, too. 

 

2018 Annual Meeting by Ann Howard      
The Annual Membership Meeting was held at 

the Krug Center on January 18.  Seventy-five 
members and guests shared a delicious, pot-luck 
meal.  The social hour noise reached high decibels!   

Under President Ronnie Devitt’s guidance, 
we voted for new Board directors, Board officers, 
nominating committee members and changes to by-
laws.  We also enjoyed Holly’s summary of the past 
year’s many accomplishments and plans for 2018. 

Thérèse Shere and Eric Monrad received a 
Historic Preservation Award for their residence on 
Eastside Road.  Mike and Chris Welty received the 
Commercial Historical Restoration Award for the 
Welty Building on North Street.  (See page 6 for 
additional information on these two worthy award 
recipients.) 

The new raffle this year, a 50-25-25, earned a 
record $807!  Meredith Dreisback used her 
considerable ticket-selling talents, but she was red in 
the face when husband Jim was one of the winners!  
Carol Peterson also held a winning ticket.  Both 
winners generously donated their portions back to the 
Museum.  Thank you!  

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped 
make the evening a grand success!  Co-chairs 
Meredith and Jim Dreisback, Cathy Anderson, Diane 
Carriger, Pat McCracken, Stan Becker, Louise 
Fowler, Ted Calvert, Kay Robinson, Eileen 
O’Farrell, Claire O’Neill, Ed Liu, Ed Flesch, Eric 
Ziedrich, Kaye and Barry Stallard, Ronnie and Tom 
Devitt, Kip Miller and everyone who tidied up at the 
end of the evening. 

We all look forward to an exciting year at the 
Museum. 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Barbara Baumgardner from Marcia Teuschler 
Robert Huppert from Jeanne & Phil Hartlaub 

Roy Lowe from Fern Naber 
Ann Bynum from Ernie Frandsen 

 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

John Guilfoy from Martha Poyatos 
Kevin & Nancy Madarus 

Charlotte Silveira from Carol Novak 
Virginia Halpin from Nancy Ellis 

 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Lynda Brinn 
Jeanne Carriere 

Colby Devitt 
Doris & Vernon Evans 
Steve & Judy Everett 
Kathy Wasson Fiero 

Paul & Cheryl Frechette 
Marc & Jeanie Kahn 

Valerie Peterson 
Glenn Proctor 

Kathleen Sodon 
Beverly Wasson 

 

Thanks to Our Latest 

Cemetery Restoration Project Donors 
 

Italian Catholic Federation Branch #52 
Shirley Cantua & Glenn Grigg 

Thanks to Our Latest Endowment 

Fund Donors 
 

Susan and Bill Arbios 
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New Exhibition – Future Farmers of America                       by Whitney Hopkins, Assistant Curator

It’s a new year, and time for a new exhibition. 
Although the centennial of America’s involvement in 
World War I continues through 2018, we decided it 
was time for a change to our downstairs gallery, so 
the World War I exhibition has come down.   

Given Healdsburg’s strong agricultural roots, 
and continued celebration of our future farmers with 
the country fair and parade each spring, I thought it 
would be fun and informative to mount a small 
exhibition on the history of the Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) in Healdsburg.  

Did you know that the concept of the FFA 
originated in Virginia in 1926?  The idea for the 
Future Farmers of Virginia was presented at a 
vocational rally, where it was enthusiastically 
received.  This was an era when more youth were 
losing interest in farming.  There was a concerted 
effort to encourage farm boys to develop confidence, 
leadership skills and pride in the fact that they were 
farm boys.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Farmers of America emblem 

 
Two years later in Kansas City, Missouri, on 

November 20, 1928, at the American Royal 
Livestock Show 33 students from 18 states gathered 
to establish the Future Farmers of America.  
(Interestingly, a meeting for the purpose of forming 
the California Association of the Future Farmers of 

America was held at Hotel Claremont, Oakland, on 
October 26, 1928, prior to the National FFA 
Organization meeting in Kansas City, Missouri. (It 
seems that California has long been forward 
thinking.)  Following the National Convention, 
California received National Charter No. 4.  

In Healdsburg, the first reference in the local 
newspapers to the Future Farmers was in early 1930; 
however, we know there were “Aggies” (agriculture 
students) at Healdsburg High for several years prior 
to this date.  Surprisingly, despite the many 
contributions of girls and women on farms, the FFA 
did not permit girls as members and office holders 
until 1969.  

Source:  Healdsburg Museum Collection 

Healdsburg High School Future Farmer members, 1973 

 

This exhibition will highlight the history of 
the FFA in Healdsburg.  Unfortunately, we do not 
have many photographs from the early days of FFA, 
except those in the HHS Sotoyoman yearbooks.  If 
you have any photographs or small historic artifacts 
pertaining to the FFA in Healdsburg, I would love to 
see them.  Please call me at (707) 431-3325 or send 
me an email at whitney@healdsburgmuseum.org.  
Hope to hear from you!  

And, yes, I was a member of the FFA at 
Healdsburg High! 

 
 

Follow Healdsburg Museum 

         and Historical Society 

       on Facebook and Instagram 
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Healdsburg Museum & Historical Society Board of Directors 

Ronnie Devitt (President), Jim Brush (Past President), Eric Ziedrich (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso Liu 
(Recording Secretary), Mark Decker (Treasurer), Jon Eisenberg (Assistant Treasurer), Jerry Eddinger, 
Rawleigh Fjeld, Lockie Gillies, Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Carol Peterson, Kay Robinson, Ken 
Spadoni (Directors) 
 

 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum & Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg 

area through the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of 

local history of the Healdsburg area through educational programs, activities and historical research; 

and to provide finances for, and to support, operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin 

Langhart, Founder. 
 

 

Membership Levels: 

Friend: $30    Family (2 or more): $50 
Contributing Member: $100    Supporting Member: $250   

Sustaining Member: $500    Benefactor: $1,000 
 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia     Copy Editor: Eileen O’Farrell  

Printing: Amoruso Printing 
 

 


