
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Treasures from the Museum Collection”  
New Exhibit Opens January 26 with Members’ Reception 5:30 pm 

by Holly Hoods, Executive Director/Curator 
 
The first exhibition of the 2017 year will be a 

display of some of the newly discovered and 
appreciated “Treasures from the Museum Collection.”  
We will exhibit items of artistic beauty, skilled 

craftsmanship and historical merit that exemplify the 
range of objects in the Museum’s collection.  Items 
will include paintings, maps, jewelry, furniture, 
ceramics, baskets, textiles, hats,       (cont’d on page 4)    

    
 

Calendar 
 

  

Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

January, 2017 
 
 

    4         HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am          
               Museum Research Center 
 

9-25       Museum Closed for New  
               Exhibition Installation 
 

  17         Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
               Museum Research Center 
 

  19         Annual Meeting and Potluck  
               Dinner, 6:00 pm, Krug Center 
 

  26        “Treasures from the Museum              
                Collection” Exhibition Opens  
                with Members’ Reception,  
                5:30 pm 

 

 
 

February, 2017 
 
 

    1         HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am         
               Museum Research Center 
 

 

  21         Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
               Museum Research Center 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods  
Executive Director/Curator 

We have been enjoying a 
busy, cozy and wet winter at the 
Museum.  As the rain falls down and I 
reflect on the past year, I have a heart 
full of gratitude.   

The Museum volunteers and 
docents in the gallery keep our doors open and serve 
monthly shifts as our Museum hosts.  We appreciate 
every one of you for representing us so well.  Thank 
you, Lis Trotter for taking care of our gift shop all year.    

Dozens of dependable “regular” volunteers 
come in weekly or more often to handle a never- 
ending list of important tasks.  They organize history 
subject files, index photo albums, scan photos or 
negatives, accession and/or catalogue artifacts, 
organize objects on our new shelves, label and wrap 
artifacts for preservation, design graphics, write 
articles for publications, help with exhibitions, 
distribute flyers, create exhibition set pieces, compile 
news articles and photos for the Tribune “Flashbacks” 
column, update databases, create educational outreach 
activities, update membership records, type history 
articles, work on mailings, create publicity and 
calendars and develop educational programming.  This 
family of volunteers makes it possible for us to do all 
we do.   

We try to show our appreciation every day, but 
we also like to make a special effort to recognize our 
volunteers and their invaluable contributions. This 
year we combined our Volunteer Appreciation Picnic 
and the Langhart Volunteer Award and had one of the 
most memorable events ever.  Longtime volunteers 
Barry and Kaye Stallard were presented with the 
Langhart Award at a wonderful event at the Castelli 
Ranch.   

Big thanks to event chairs Stan Becker of 
Instant Wine Cellar and Jim Brush of the History Lives 
dinner, which honored Nancy and Karl Seppi at Villa 
Chanticleer this year.  We had a great team of people 
helping and they created a delightful event that raised 
significant funds (and wine!) for the Museum’s 
operations.  Charismatic Eric Ziedrich was an 
impressive emcee and effective auctioneer.  I am so 
happy we have successfully recruited him to serve on 
our Board next year.  

Thank you to retired attorneys Ronnie and Tom 
Devitt for continuing to raise the Museum’s profile 

with timely and attractive publicity.  I am thrilled that 
Ronnie is also willing join our Board in a leadership 
position next year.   

Thank you to woodworker Jon Lacaillade and 
artist Maggie Bates who have elevated our exhibitions 
with their craftsmanship and resourcefulness.  Thanks 
to the volunteers and staff who collaborate and help 
create our exhibitions. 

Dedicated volunteer Stan Becker has 
contributed so much at the Museum this past year, 
including pitching in as HMVA co-chair while our 
stalwart Ann Howard addresses some major health 
challenges.  Stan also assumed major responsibility for 
helping to outfit and organize our new collections 
storage facility at Kennedy Lane.   

Thanks to Jim and Meredith Dreisback, Lockie 
Gillies, Jim Brush, Jon Lacaillade, Carol Peterson, Kay 
Robinson, Stan Becker and Ann Howard for helping 
Whitney, Jane and me design and lay out an efficient 
new storage facility.  We appreciate everyone who 
helped with the move and Jim Dreisback’s ongoing 
oversight of the property.  Thanks also to Board 
members Jim Brush and Ken Spadoni for helping to 
negotiate our long-term lease. 

Kudos to Rawleigh Fjeld and Kay Robinson 
(and Ronnie Devitt, Jack and Lis Trotter) for all that 
goes into making two successful Antique Fairs for the 
Museum.   

It is gratifying to look back on the progress we 
have made in the past year in the restoration of the 
historic Oak Mound Cemetery.  We were honored to 
engage such support from our community.  Much of 
the credit is due to Project Manager Jim Dreisback’s 
outstanding work to coordinate businesses, 
individuals, service clubs and more to clear vegetation 
and remove debris from the overgrown cemetery and 
repair the historic fountain.  Meredith Dreisback’s 
valuable work with the cemetery records team is 
described elsewhere in this issue.  Special thanks to 
Jim Dreisback, Ray Holley and Gary Plass for their 
advocacy of our project to the cemetery owners and to 
Gary Plass and Louise Fowler to the Ralph and 
Lorraine Morse trustees.  The many donors and mighty 
doers who made this work possible are also listed in 
this issue.   

I’m relieved that earlier in the year we repaired 
the exterior cracks to the building and sealed it with 
elastomeric paint.  Since the City couldn’t prioritize 
this necessary work on our historic building, I am 



thankful that we received matching grant funds from 
the Sonoma County Landmarks Commission.  Thanks 
to Roy Hurtt, our cheerfully meticulous painter, and 
unflappable project manager Pam Vana-Paxhia for 
coordinating the painting, bee-removal, building repair 
and many necessary details with the City.  We are so 
happy with the results.  I thank my co-worker Jane 
Bonham for partnering with me on the successful grant 
proposal.   

I am fortunate to have the help of both Jane and 
Assistant Curator Whitney Hopkins.  The three of us 
just collaborated on a Community Benefits Grant 
application, which Jane describes in more detail in her 
column. 

Jim Brush will now be terming out after serving 
as an outstanding president for two years.  Jim’s talent, 
hard work and innovative ideas have helped take the 
Museum to a new level.  It has been inspiring, 
gratifying and fun to work with him.  We are all so 
pleased that he will continue to serve on the Board.   

Thank you to so many for doing us so proud.  
We look forward to a rewarding 2017. 

   

President’s Corner  by Jim Brush, Board President 

This year end marks my 
second year as President of the Board 
of Directors of HM&HS which means 
I am termed out at this particular job, 
but with plans to remain on the Board.  
I want to thank the Board, the staff, 
our volunteers, and our community 

for putting so much effort into making the Museum the 
great organization that it is.  Thank you to my 
predecessor, Stan Becker, for leaving everything in 
good shape and to my successor, Ronnie Devitt, for 
being willing to take over the reins.   

We also have two Board members who have 
served the maximum eight years very well.  We are sad 
to say goodbye to Ted Calvert and Louise Fowler who 
have dedicated so much of their time and attention to 
our Museum. 

It has been a fruitful two years at the helm.  We 
began a huge newspaper digitization project, raising 
over $60,000 to have many local historical newspapers 
added online to allow for great access and searching, 
which is nearly complete.  Thank you to Jim Dreisback 
and so many others who started the Healdsburg 
Cemetery restoration project by donating over 
$100,000 of time and money which will be ongoing.  

We will soon have the swan fountain restored and 
operating thanks to Eddinger Enterprises and many 
other companies.  We acquired title to the historical 
collection from City of Healdsburg ownership and 
have spent approximately $100,000 to create a state of 
the art facility for collections storage that will meet our 
needs now and into the future.  During 2016, the 
Carnegie Library building the Museum operates had 
the exterior cleaned, repaired and painted along with 
several improvements to the interior.  All of this and 
exhibitions, outreach programs and special events, too. 

Thank you all for making this past two years so 
meaningful.  It has been a pleasure to serve. 
 

HMVA News          by Ann Howard, HMVA Co-chair 
With a sad heart, the Museum 

family received news from Kip Miller 
that his wife, Betty, died on December 
13.  Betty had been a long-time 
receptionist and volunteer, and we will 
miss her sweet, smiling presence in our 
lives. 

Loyal volunteer Norma Passarino retired this 
year after 34(!) years as a receptionist.  Norma has a 
1982 roster listing her name when she started as 
receptionist with Curator Hannah Clayborn.  At that 
time the Museum was located in the building where the 
Senior Center on Matheson St. is located.  The  
Museum was subsequently moved across the street 
before the newly renovated Carnegie Library opened 
as the Healdsburg Museum in 1990.  Norma 
volunteered under Curators Claire Rithner, Marie 
Djordjevich Shobe, Dan Murley, and now Holly 
Hoods.  In addition to being a receptionist in those 
early days, Norma also recorded the volunteer hours by 
hand and wrote names on photographs.  Norma has 
religiously attended the monthly HMVA meetings and 
served as our treasurer for several years.  In 2009 
surrounded by her family, Norma was honored as a 
recipient of the Edwin Langhart Award.  Thank you so 
much, Norma! 

We welcome Annie Callili, Helen Key, Marvin 
Bowers and Jerry Skinner as our newest receptionists 
this year!  Our receptionists are the ambassadors of 
HMHS who greet visitors to the Museum from all over 
the world. 

I am recovering from my September 2 aortic 
surgery.  I am steadily gaining energy and weight.  I 
want to again thank all the volunteers who have 



stepped in to take over my duties as HMVA 
Coordinator, especially Stan Becker.   

I am currently working with Stan, Diane 
Carriger, Jeanne Hartlaub, and the staff on preparations 
for our January 19 Annual Membership Meeting at the 
Krug Center.  (A full description of the event was in 
the December Review.)  The potluck dinner is a 
delicious, shared meal.  The review of the 2016 
accomplishments of HM&HS will be astounding.  We 
will vote in new and returning Board Directors and the 
historic preservation awards and upcoming exhibits in 
2017 will be announced.  I plan to remain on the board 
for my eighth and final year.  What an honor it has 
been! 

I mentioned previously my second aortic 
surgery scheduled for January 13.  It has been 
postponed.  The doctors are watching a leak (source to 
be determined) that occurred as a result of the first 
surgery.  They need to determine if it can be repaired; 
it will correct itself or will be repaired with the second 
surgery.  I am a very unique case because of a blood 
issue.  So I am sailing the course and waiting for the 
next call to surgery.  Thank goodness for modern 
medicine, dedicated doctors and nurses, and Medicare!  

 Happy New Year!  See you at the next HMVA 
Meeting in the Research Room on January 4!  
 

Anticipating 2017 by Jane Bonham, Office Manager 
2016 was quite a productive, 

fun-filled year.   We were so busy that 
the year slipped away and 2017 is here 
already.  In the January and February 
issues of the Review, we will thank all 
the wonderful participants who made 
so many plans so stunningly 

successful.   Looking into the New Year, it is easy to 
see the legacy of 2016 continuing in many ways. 

For example, the Cemetery Restoration project 
has matured and made many friends along the way.    
Sustainability, greater accessibility to burial 
information and clearer maps at the cemetery are in 
hand.  Upgrades to the fountain and better signage 
await only a change in the weather. 

The jewel realized after years of wishing and 
hoping:  The Historic Collections are at home now in a 
climate-controlled environment, with museum-quality 
shelving providing room to spread out.   The task of re-
discovering items previously overwhelmed by each 
other in tight quarters is on-going.  Despite significant 

investments in 2016 (thanks to a major bequest, 
foundation grants and generous bidders at the History 
Lives live auction “Feed the Need” lot), there is still 
need for a few other items.   

For that reason, we have applied to the City of 
Healdsburg for funds through the Community Benefit 
Grant Program.  The request for $6,500 is for metal 
shelves and pallets to expand the capacity of the 
existing shelving systems, as well as archival boxes, 
protective Mylar sleeves, acid-free folders, envelopes 
and tissue to house significant historical photos, 
documents and objects.   

The staff and volunteers are continuing to 
unpack, move and place items in protective containers 
as needed.  In order to protect the Collection as well as 
the individuals who are engaged in this effort, our 
request includes a library cart to transport heavy 
artifacts safely within the Collections Storage facility, 
and an OSHA-approved rolling library ladder to safely 
transport artifacts stored on taller shelves. 

If approved, we can look forward to the funds 
in February, 2017. 

 

“Treasures from…                 (cont’d from page 1) 
weapons, tools and more.  Some of these objects have 
never been exhibited.   

We will also dedicate a portion of the gallery to 
Native American, Rancho and Pioneer History, since 
so many visitors seek out our Museum for these topics.  
Throughout 2017, our first-floor gallery will 
commemorate the anniversary of World War I with a 
display of local and national historical ephemera.  
There will be a lot to see and appreciate at the Museum 
in 2017.   

The transfer of ownership of the historic 
collections from the City of Healdsburg to HM&HS 
this year helped propel us to improve and expand our 
collections storage.  As we relocated objects into our 
new climate-controlled storage building, we gained 
new appreciation for some items that had been locked 
away.  “Treasures from the Museum Collection” will 
give visitors an inside view of the Museum’s collecting 
scope.  We hope this exhibition will inspire more 
treasured, locally significant donations to the 
Healdsburg Museum. 

You can renew  

your Museum membership online at  

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 



Oak Mound Cemetery Update  
By Jim Dreisback, Project Manager  

Rain, Rain, Rain…what a wonderful thing to 
have after so many years of dry weather.  

Unfortunately, these same rains have slowed 
the completion of the fountain project at the Oak 
Mound Cemetery. As you will recall, the fountain was 
constructed in 1876 and had a minor renovation in 
1976. Our goal is, for the first time, to make the 
fountain fully functional and to return a replica statue 
of Leda and the Swan to the top the fountain.  Scott 
Cavallo, owner of The Welding Shop, has completed 
the needed repairs to the cast iron fountain and 
delivered the pieces to Vader Powder Coating to 
receive their final finish. 

Stan Johnson, owner of Stan Johnson Pool 
Construction, has completed most of the plumbing for 
the fountain and covered the fountain with plastic to 
protect the project until dry weather allows for work to 
continue. 

The Belli Corporation designed and 
constructed a beautiful stainless steel equipment box to 
hold the pump and filtration system. Thank you, Joe 
and Jim Belli. 

A big thank you needs to go out to Jay Tripathi 
and Gardenworks for their continued efforts to 
maintain the cemetery grounds. Their ongoing 
dedication to the project has played a big part in 
keeping the cemetery looking as wonderful as it does. 

Lastly, I want to applaud Diane Carriger for her 
unwavering efforts in updating the museum’s cemetery 
records in Past Perfect so there will be a searchable 
database of all those buried at Oak Mound.The 
hundreds of hours of donated labor and the ongoing 
monetary donations to the cemetery restoration project 
only goes to prove how important this historic 
cemetery is to the Healdsburg community. 
 

 

Cemetery Records                        by Stan Becker 
I would like to tell you about a special 

volunteer project: cemetery records.  Around the year 
2000 we began a spread sheet to record the data of the 
individuals buried in our Oak Mound Cemetery.  
Unfortunately, the information was often incomplete 
or in error.  Sparked by Meredith and Jim Dreisback 
they decided to set the records straight.  On weekends 
Meredith and Jim borrow the cemetery record cards 
from the current cemetery owner and scan them.  Then 
our trusty volunteers, led by Diane Carriger, read the 
cards and update and correct the records in the 
cemetery record spread sheet.  We currently have 
13,000 records on file and expect about 16,000 when 
the project is completed.  be clear; there are not 16,000 
buried in Oak Mound.  We have conflicting and 
duplicating entries from various sources on what 
might/could be the same person.  This is another reason 
that “History Lives” at the Healdsburg Museum. 
 

 

 

Thanks to Our Latest 

Cemetery Restoration Project Donors 

 
Valerie Petersen’s Christmas gifts to  

Doris & Vernon Evans,  
Carol & Frank Teuschler,  
Loretta & Jerry Strong,  

Mrs. & Mrs. Frank Lelouarn,  
Jim & Kathy Lewers,  

Charlene & Ernie Ohlson,  
Pete Chiossi 

birthday gift to Pat Mothorn 
 

Gregory & Evelyn Walker  
in honor of Joel Walker 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

 

January 19, 2017 

Healdsburg Museum Annual Membership Meeting 

Krug Center 

Social 6:00pm; Dinner 6:45pm 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Berry Miller 

 

Tribute to Betty Miller 
Our dear friend and longtime Museum 

volunteer Betty Miller passed away December 13.  She 
had a generous heart, a happy spirit and a determined 
nature.  She loved animals, gardening, her family and 
friends, and rural life on her beautiful Pine Flat Road 
ranch.  She served as a receptionist in the Museum 
gallery and frequently helped with Museum events, 
often as a greeter with her husband Kip.   

We appreciate Betty's many contributions to 
the Museum, the Healdsburg Garden Club, the 
Sonoma County Master Gardeners and to the larger 
Healdsburg community.   

She made our world brighter and will not be 
forgotten.  We send our best wishes to Kip and the 
extended Miller family.   

Zoom! Toys on the Go” Closing January 8 
The Castelli family toy collection and Wayne 

Padd’s model railroad have been wowing visitors over 
the holidays.  For this exhibition, the definition of 
“toy” was expanded to include bikes, motorbikes, race 
cars and pedal cars.   

It drew 250+ people on opening day.  “Zoom: 
Toys on the Go” has been especially popular with tour 
groups, which makes us happy.  So far, we have hosted 
four senior tour groups, six elementary school class 
tours and an adult birthday group of lively ladies.  
Many of these tours have been led by Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu and Carol Peterson, our friendly and talented 
Board members, who do a wonderful job.   

We want to thank Steve and Glenda Castelli 
and their extended family for generously sharing their 
vintage treasures with us this year.  Cheers to Wayne 
Padd for creating a festive holiday tradition at the 
Museum with his model train village and running 
Lionel train.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A few of the bicycles on display from the 

 “Zoom!  Toys on the Go” exhibition 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Anna Adams 
Pat Bohn 

Laurie & Charles Johnson 
Tim Severt 

Jerry Skinner 
 

 



 

Grant from Healdsburg Noontime Rotary                          
                                                                     by Holly Hoods 

Board president Jim Brush and I attended the 
noon Healdsburg Rotary meeting on December 19 to 
receive a donation from the Rotary in honor and 
memory of our friend and former Board member Kent 
Mitchell.  Shortly before he died, Kent, a devoted 
Rotarian and Museum supporter, encouraged us to 
submit a grant request in the amount of $1,500-$2,000 
to the Rotary Community Service Projects Committee 
for possible funding.  We had a worthy project of just 
the right size: completing the 1945 and 1946 
newspaper digitization to enable the Museum to make 
local WWII-era paper newspapers searchable and 
accessible for free online.  (These years had been 
inadvertently missed when the original batch of 
historical newspapers was sent away to be processed 
and filmed.)  Healdsburg Rotary had already supported 
the newspaper digitization project with a donation of 
$4,000, so this was a wonderful way for the Rotary to 
deepen their support, show their esteem for Kent and 
advance this community benefit project.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kent Mitchell 

 
With this donation, we jointly honor and 

memorialize Kent Mitchell.  Thank you very much, 
Healdsburg Noontime Rotary.  We appreciate all the 
good you do in our community! 

 

 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Don Frediani from: Anne & Richard Ruben 
grant from the Amanda & Raymond Hass Fund 

of Community Foundation Sonoma County 
Ira & Ruth Rosenberg 

 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Helendale Barrett from: Mike & Judy Belli 
 

Gene Mackey from: Barry & Sally Jo Smith 
 

Virginia Halpin from: Nancy Ellis 
 

 

 

Board of Directors: Jim Brush (President), Ted Calvert (Past President), Ken Spadoni (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu (Recording Secretary), Phil Hartlaub (Treasurer), Barry Stallard (Assistant Treasurer), Rawleigh Fjeld, Louise Fowler, 
Lockie Gillies, Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Larry Orr, Carol Peterson (Directors) 
 
 
 

 

 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg area through 

the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg 

area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support, 

operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin Langhart, Founder. 
 
 

 

Membership Dues: 
 

Benefactor: $1000  Sustaining Member: $500  Supporting Member: $250  Contributing Member: $100 
Business Premier: $500  Business: $100 

Family (2 or more): $50  Friend: $30 
 
 

 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia,  Printing: Amoruso 
 
 
 



Our Sincere Appreciation to Our Generous Sponsors 
 

Amoruso Printing 

Big John’s Market 

Bosworth and Son General Merchandise 

Brandt Insurance 

Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 

Passalacqua, Mazzoni, Gladden, Lopez & Maraviglia, LLP 

Redwood Moving & Storage

 


