
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The original Magnolia Cannery label that inspired Longboard Vineyards’ new “Magnolia Tribute” Bordeaux blend wine.   

(Note the historic “white labor employed” claim on the 1880s label.) 
 

Magnolia Tribute 
Wine Launch and History Event at Longboard Vineyards 

Saturday, August 19, 2:00 to 5:00 pm 
 

Oded Shakked, owner and winemaker of 
Longboard Vineyards, has just created a new red 
Bordeaux blend wine.  A longtime history buff, Oded 
was inspired to use this new limited production wine 
to pay tribute to Magnolia Cannery, the former 1880s-
90s  fruit  cannery  that  once  occupied  the  site  where

 Longboard Vineyards is located today.  Modifying an 
original Magnolia Cannery label, Oded fashioned 
“Magnolia Tribute” wine. 

Thanks to Oded’s generosity, sales of this 
special blend which retail for $36 per bottle and $432  

(continued on page 6) 
 

 

Calendar 
 

 
 

Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

July, 2017 
 
 

    5         HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am          
               Museum Research Center 
 

    8         Langhart Award Dinner,  
               Castelli Ranch 
 

  18         Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
               Museum Research Center 
    

 
 

August, 2017 
 
 

    2         HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am         
               Museum Research Center 
 

  15         Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
               Museum Research Center 
 

  19         “Magnolia Tribute” Wine  
               Pick Up Party, 2:00 pm to          
               5:00 pm, Longboard  
               Vineyards, 5 Fitch St. 
 

  27         Antiques and Arts Fair,  
               9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Plaza  
 

          
 

 

221 Matheson Street 
Healdsburg, CA 95448 

 

707 431 3325 
Fax 707 473 4471 

 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 
info@healdsburgmuseum.org 

 
 

Museum Hours: 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods,  
Executive Director/Curator 

It has been gratifying to have 
so many enthusiastic people coming to 
visit the Museum since our 
“Destination Healdsburg” exhibition 
opened.  Our Publicity Chair Tom 
Devitt has done a great job of 

promoting our topical exhibition.  Whitney and I have 
been spreading the word on Facebook and Instagram, 
particularly trying to attract first-time local visitors.  
Word of mouth is doing the rest.   

Last week Bruce Robinson, News Director of 
North Bay Public Media, reached out for more 
information.  Tom’s short article about “Destination 
Healdsburg” in the Healdsburg Tribune caught his eye 
and piqued his interest.  Bruce and I conversed about 
the surprisingly deep history of tourism in Healdsburg 
and the surrounding region.  I also described the 
craftsmanship and ingenuity of volunteer Jon 
Lacaillade in making the 1935 scale architectural 
model and cars of Healdsburg Avenue (West Street) at 
this tourist promotion heyday.  By the time this 
newsletter is published, our interview will have aired 
on KRCB 91.1 FM, but a recording will be available 
on the KRCB website.   

Bruce and Holly recording an interview for KRCB 

 

Bruce is retiring after a respected career 
covering Sonoma County since 1985.  We wish him all 
the best.  I am honored to have been one of his last 
interviews. 

As a reminder, on July 8, we will host the 
Langhart Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon and 
Award celebration at the Castelli Ranch.  This event 
will honor Maggie Bates and Diane Carriger for their 
many contributions.  I’m looking forward to a festive 
afternoon celebrating with our Museum family. 

President’s Corner                    by Ronnie Devitt,                 

                                        Board President 

It feels like a new season at the 
Museum.  It is not just the great new 
exhibition, “Destination Healdsburg,” 
but also a lot of small changes that 
have taken place.   
 One little change in the 

Museum gallery is the relocation of the guest book 
from the receptionist’s desk to just inside the front 
door.  It is important for even those of you who have 
been to the Museum many times to sign in each time.  
Compiling data on the number of attendees aids us in 
seeking grants.  Also, we need to know the extent to 
which our audience is local or from further afield.  This 
information also helps direct our publicity efforts to the 
right places.  If locals and regular attendees never sign 
in, it gives the impression that all of visitors are from 
afar.   
 Holly and Whitney recently hosted our first 
Museum “Receptionists Only” tour of the exhibition to 
provide more background information for the 
receptionists.  It resulted in a very successful give and 
take between those who meet our visitors and those 
who design and install the exhibitions.  We plan to 
have these receptions for each exhibition.  I encourage 
all of our receptionists to attend these sessions.  I think 
you’ll find it well worth your time. 
 Thank you to Board Membership Chair Jeanne 
Leal Hartlaub and her team who sent out over 100 
lapsed membership letters and successfully brought 
over a third of them back into the fold of family and 
friends.  Memberships are important.  They keep the 
Museum free for everyone and help support our many 
community services.   

Speaking of which – I just saw a photo of the 
working Leda and the Swan Fountain at Oak Mound 
Cemetery.  It is finished and running at long last.  
While this change can hardly be considered little, it is 
one in a series of much needed improvements at our 
historic cemetery.  For more information, see Jim 
Dreisback’s article on page 5 of this issue.  Thank you 
to all who contributed to and worked on this project. 

For those of you complaining about a parking 
problem in Healdsburg, you need to check out the 
solution of our forefathers (not sure if a foremother was 
involved) depicted in the “Destination Healdsburg” 
exhibition.  Whitney’s column on page 7 offers some 
additional background on this innovative solution.   



HMVA News         by Ann Howard, HMVA Co-chair 
On May 31, approximately 

sixty Museum members, Board 
members and guests attended our 
opening reception for “Destination 
Healdsburg.”  The displays honoring 
the history of tourism in Healdsburg 
prompted many of our guests to recall 

some of their own fond memories.  
Jon Lacaillade has outdone himself on this 

exhibition.  Working four to five hours a day for the 
past year, he recreated a circa 1935 Healdsburg 
Avenue street scene complete with building facades, 
newspaper stand, mail box, cars, trucks and electrical 
poles and wires.  Maggie Bates completed the scene 
with perfect copies of the building and street signs. 

Jon also refreshed the Plaza scene with an 
update to 1915.  Discerning visitors will detect three 
new building facades there.  Early model cars and 
trucks are now sharing the streets with horse drawn 
vehicles.  Maggie adjusted the clothing of the “little 
people” with appropriate period dress.  

I have been involved in some important 
Geyserville events.  On June 1, Geyserville New Tech 
High School celebrated its 100th graduating class with 
17 students.  I displayed two frames of historic photos 
for two weeks at the high school and again at 
graduation.  One frame included Geyserville Grammar 
School photos dating back to the 1880s and the other 
of Geyserville Union High School’s 1915 photo.  

The first high school classes were held in the 
old Woodman of the World building which burned 
down in 1938.  It was located across from the Bosworth 
& Son General Merchandise store before the first 
Geyserville Union High School was built further north 
in 1920.  It was torn down in 1994.  The current New 
Tech Middle School and High School were relocated 
east of the Russian River on Moody Lane in 1972. 

Please renew your Museum membership to 
enjoy all of the benefits and encourage your family and 
friends to join.     

Another Magical Moment at the Museum 
by Jane Bonham, Office Manager 

It is always pleasant to receive 
a telephone call from someone who is 
sorting through photographs and 
memorabilia, wondering if perhaps 
some items might be welcomed at the 
Museum.   

Recently, I answered a call from Kara Naber.  
(Kara is a niece to longtime Museum member and 
volunteer Fern Naber.)  After a lovely exchange, we 
both wound up in the Twilight Zone, “where ordinary 
people find themselves extraordinarily astounded!”  

I will begin at the beginning:  Kara called from 
New Mexico because she had started to go through a 
box of her father’s memorabilia.  She knew about the 
Museum “where history lives,” having made visits 
with her Aunt Fern.   

“Would we be interested in photos of her father 
in elementary school in the mid-1930s, even though all 
the children weren’t identified?” 

“Certainly, we love photos,” said I and Kara 
added that she thought her cousin Janet (Pisenti) could 
help with some of the detective work.  (Janet Pisenti is 
also a longtime Museum supporter and volunteer.) 

Companionably chatting, Kara described what 
she was discovering, thinking aloud that we certainly 
wouldn’t want a skate check ticket stub from the 
Rivergarden Rollerdrome.   

“On the contrary!” I responded and described 
some of the bits and bobs that enrich our current 
exhibition, telling her it was called “Destination 
Healdsburg.”   

“An “Official Souvenir Program: Sonoma 
High School vs Healdsburg High School” from 1945?”   

“Oh, yes.”  
“You certainly won’t want this Pacific 

Greyhound Bus ticket stub,” 
she began, then “Oh, you 
won’t believe where it was 
going!  Destination 
Healdsburg!”   

Well, I got goose 
bumps, and Kara said, “It’s 
those four notes.”   

As she sounded 
them out, we were back in 
the sixties again and it was 
the Twilight Zone. 

Thanks to Our Latest Donors 
 

Ed & Kyle Baker 
 

North Bay Association of Realtors 
 

Maryl & Wayne Lindahl in honor of  
Jon Lacaillade & Pam Vana-Paxhia 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kay Robinson Joins the Board! by Jane Bonham 
It is with great pleasure that we announce Kay 

Robinson has accepted our invitation to return to 
service on the Museum’s Board of Directors!   

Kay (Schmidt) Robinson was born in the old 
Healdsburg General Hospital and grew up in Dry 
Creek Valley, a descendant of the respected Phillips 
pioneer family.  She attended Healdsburg schools, 
demonstrating there the many talents and leadership 
skills now treasured at HM&HS.    

Following graduation from Healdsburg High 
School in 1967, Kay attended Santa Rosa Junior 
College and University of California, Santa Barbara, 
earning a Bachelor’s degree in physical education.  She 
found her career with the California State Parks as a 
Park Ranger and as a Superintendent from 1973 to 
2002 in Oroville, Hearst Castle/San Simeon, 
Cuyamaca and Palomar Mountains, Lakes Perris and 
Elsinore, Big Sur, San Juan Bautista and Henry Coe 
State Park. 

Happily, Kay moved back to Healdsburg in 
2003, joining the Museum in August of that year.  (In 
fact, Kay’s mother, Patricia Schmidt, was a founding 
member of HM&HS.)  Kay’s first major undertaking 
was on the Photo Preservation Project.  That massive 
effort to scan the historic photos of the Museum was a 
great success and may now be seen on our website, 
www.healdsburgmuseum.org.  To date, approximately 
20,000 pictures may be searched online.   

Currently, Kay is part of the team of volunteers 
settling the Museum Collection items into their new 
home.  Additionally, she keeps the data and 
communications work well organized for the Antiques 
and Art Fair and Instant Wine Cellar raffle.   

Kay previously served on the HM&HS Board 
of Directors from 2007 to 2009 and as Secretary from 
2008 to 2009.  Kay’s commitment and her many 
accomplishments with the Museum was formally 
recognized in 2011 with the Langhart Award.   

Welcome back, Kay! 
 

 

 

Instant Wine Cellar         by Stan Becker, IWC Chair 

It’s that time again for the Museum’s Instant 
Wine Cellar (IWC) raffle, now in its 23rd year.  Over 
the past 22 years, money raised through this important  
fundraiser has helped us to support our mission of 
preserving the history of Healdsburg.   

Thanks to the generous support of our local 
wineries, three “cellars” (101 bottles, 60 bottles and 48 
bottles, respectively) of premium Sonoma County 
wines will be awarded.  Ticket prices are the same as 
last year: $10 for one ticket, $35 for six tickets and, 
your best buy, $70 for 15 tickets.  

You will be receiving a packet of tickets and 
additional information from us in the mail shortly.  
Additional tickets are also available and may be 
purchased with cash, check or credit card.  Purchases 
can be made by calling the Museum (431-3325), 
stopping by the Museum Reception desk, at the 
Saturday morning Healdsburg Farmers’ Market or 
from any of our Museum Board members.   

The IWC drawing will be held on September 9 
during the History Lives Pioneer Award event.  



 

 

Oak Mound Cemetery Restoration Project Update                                             by Jim Driesback 

It was a long time coming, but the day finally 
arrived.  As you can tell by the photo, our new Leda 
and the Swan has finally reached its permanent place 
atop the circa 1876 fountain at the Oak Mound 
Cemetery.  Once again, she is standing vigilant guard 
over the resting place of such prominent Healdsburg 
families as Carrillo, Heald, Powell and Matheson.   

The fate of the original statue has yet to be 
determined, but we know for sure that she has been 
missing from her prominent position on the fountain at 
least since 1950.   

The return of Leda to the fountain also marks a 
milestone in the overall restoration of the cemetery’s 
historic section.  Once the rock work is repaired by 
Domenichelli Masonry and the surrounding area is 
planted by the Healdsburg Garden Club, the fountain 

will be ready for its gala unveiling. We expect to 
announce that date in the near future. 

An enormous thank you must go out to Jerry 
Eddinger and Eddinger Plumbing for all their tireless 
efforts in bringing this part of the project to a 
successful conclusion.  Thanks to them, we have a fully 
functioning fountain that can be enjoyed by our 
community for many years to come. 

Also, maintenance work continues at the 
cemetery.  Anyone interested in helping, should 
contact the Museum staff.  They will notify you when 
we have our next work day.   

I would be remiss in not saying thank you again 
to all who have donated money to keep this project 
moving forward.  Without the financial support of so 
many people, reaching this milestone would not have 
been possible.   



HM&HS Membership                  
 We are sincerely grateful to our Museum 

members at all membership levels. Your ongoing 
support is vital to our Museum.  

 

Sue Phillips Retiring                   by Ann Howard 
Receptionist Sue Phillips is retiring after 

serving for fifteen years as a loyal Museum volunteer.  
She is moving back to Lancaster, PA, to live closer to 
her daughter.   

Prior to moving to Healdsburg, Sue served with 
the State Department in the Foreign Service in the 
embassies of Abidjan, Ivory Coast and Africa for two 
and half years; in London for three years, and in 
Beijing for two and half years.  Upon retiring, Sue 
decided she wanted to live somewhere with no snow.  
She found Healdsburg where the climate and informal 
life style suited her very well.  

Thank you for all of your help, Sue!

Magnolia Tribute            (continued from page 1) 

per case will benefit the Museum.  HM&HS will 
receive $8 from the sale of every bottle and $96 from 
every case of "Magnolia Tribute" wine.  

You may preorder your wine directly from 
Longboard now (707 433-3473).  With only 54 cases 
produced, it will sell out quickly. 

You are also invited to attend the wine launch 
party at Longboard Vineyards, 5 Fitch St., on August 
19 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 
pm.  Appetizers and 
delicious Longboard Wines 
will be served.  

Guests will also be 
able to enjoy some local 
history with their wine. 
Specially designed historic 
displays provided by the 
Museum staff will be on 
exhibit.  A guided walking 
tour of the immediate area 
will also be offered.   

As an added bonus, 
everyone who purchases 
Magnolia Tribute wine will 
be extended Wine Club 
privileges with a 20% 
discount on any other 
Longboard wines purchased 
that day.   

This promises to be 
a fun event.  Don't miss it! 

 

 
 

Follow Healdsburg 
Museum and Historical 
Society on Facebook 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Bettie Crandall from Marcia Teuschler 
 

Barclay Nalley from Norma Passarino 
 

Gene Ricci from Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

 

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Bob Simon from Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

Connie Tankersley from Marcia Teuschler 
 
 
 

We Express Our Gratitude  
to the Following: 

 
Benefactor: $1000 Membership Level 

Benned & Ludmilla Madison 
 

Sustaining: $500 Membership Level 
Nancy D. Dayton 

Tom & Ronnie Devitt 
 

Supporting: $250 Membership Level 
Cartograph Company 

Green, Clay 
Taste of Tea, Tai Tokugawa 

Gene & Suzanne Valla 
 

Welcome Our Newest  
HM&HS Members 
Tom & Suzanne Crotty 

James Strauss & Maria Fattibene 
 



 Tourist Parking                                                                             by Whitney Hopkins, Assistant Curator 

On August 15, 1929, the headline in the 
Healdsburg Enterprise was “Tourist Parking Problem 
Discussed at Kiwanis Meeting.”  The “problem” at that 
time, according to Kiwanis members, was that local 
people were leaving their automobiles parked all day 
on the streets of central Healdsburg, forcing tourists to 
either seek side street locations or continue driving on 
to the next town.   

The Kiwanians agreed that it was imperative to 
put a parking limit on cars allowed to remain in one 
place.  It was also agreed that it would be good 
business for the entire community if a space in the 
center of the business section was reserved expressly 
for tourists during the height of the summer season.  
Otherwise, they felt that Healdsburg businesses would 
not reap the benefits of tourists traveling on the 
Redwood Highway. 

Beginning in 1930, after the urging of Kiwanis 
and the Chamber of Commerce, the City Council 
decided that the east side of West Street (Healdsburg 
Avenue) between Matheson and Plaza Streets, along 
the Plaza (where the bus stop is located today) would 
be dedicated to tourist parking between May 1 and 
October 1.  The newspaper noted that Healdsburg was 
one of the few cities that had not adopted a time limit 
for downtown parking and this new step would 
demonstrate Healdsburg’s hospitality and 
consideration for visitors.

 

West St. (Healdsburg Ave.) looking south from North St.,  

c. 1935 

 
A sign was installed in June, 1930, to indicate 

the “Tourist Parking.”  One month after the sign had 
been installed, traffic officer William Navas reported 
that many travelers regularly expressed appreciation 
for Healdsburg’s gesture of hospitality.  The 
newspaper also noted that other towns, including Santa 
Rosa, followed suit to designate tourist parking, and 
replicate the “Healdsburg plan.”  Healdsburg 
continued to maintain its seasonal tourist parking space 
on West Street for at least ten years. 

You can see the “tourist parking” sign in Jon 
Lacaillade’s wonderful hand-crafted model of West 
Street in 1935 on display in our current exhibition, 
“Destination Healdsburg.” 

 

 

Board of Directors: Ronnie Devitt (President), Jim Brush (Past President), Eric Ziedrich (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu (Recording Secretary), Phil Hartlaub (Treasurer), Barry Stallard (Assistant Treasurer), Rawleigh Fjeld, Lockie Gillies, 
Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Carol Peterson, Kay Robinson, Ken Spadoni (Directors) 
 
 

 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg area through 

the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg 

area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support, 

operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin Langhart, Founder. 
 
 

 

Membership Levels: 
 

Friend: $30  Family (2 or more): $50 
Contributing Member: $100  Supporting  Member: $250   

Sustaining Member: $500  Benefactor: $1,000 

 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia,  Printing: Amoruso Printing 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, September 9 

History Lives Pioneer Award Dinner 
Honoring Jim & Meredith Dreisback 



 Our Sincere Appreciation to Our Generous Sponsors 
 

Amoruso Printing 
Big John’s Market 

Bosworth and Son General Merchandise 
Brandt Insurance 

Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 
Passalacqua, Mazzoni, Gladden, Lopez & Maraviglia, LLP 

Redwood Moving & Storage 


