
 

 

 
 
 

“Treasures from the Museum Collection” 
 

There really are so many treasures on display 
in the Museum’s current exhibition.  They span a wide 
range of subjects and, at first glance, they may seem 
unrelated; but, in fact, each artifact reveals a glimpse 
into another time, another way of life.   

These headlights, for example, caught the 
imagination of our most recent high school intern, Nick 
Nelson.  He chose them for a posting on the Museum’s 
Facebook page.  Nick wrote, “The Wagele family in 

Dry Creek owned one of the first cars in this area. 
These headlights are from that car, a 1908 Buick.  A 
1908 Buick is a rare find nowadays and that’s why 
these headlights are so unique.  The whole car may not 
be in the museum, but it doesn’t have to be because a 
small piece of the car is still here from the 1908 Buick 
that the Wagele family owned.”  

We invite you to explore this latest exhibition 
and make your own discoveries. 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods,  
Executive Director/Curator 

2017 is already off to a great 
start with a new exhibition and some 
new objectives for our team.  On 
February 11, the Museum Board and 
Staff met for a productive strategic 
planning session.  Our new Board 

President Ronnie Devitt has written about the retreat 
and our plans going forward, so I will not duplicate her 
work.  I will say, though, that I am excited and very 
happy with our Board and new Board members.    

Healdsburg High School intern Nick Nelson 
worked with us at the Museum on Thursdays and 
Fridays for three weeks in January and February.  All 
Healdsburg High School juniors are required to 
participate in a work-based learning experience off 
campus.  We have been participating in the High 
School mentoring program for the past three years.  I 
love working with teenagers and find the mentoring 
experience very rewarding.     

I was grateful to be matched with Nick, a 
thoughtful and intelligent 17-year-old; motivated and 
hardworking, but unsure about his career goals.  Nick’s 
first day started at 10:00 a.m. on the same day we were 
opening the new exhibition at 11:00 a.m.  We were 
rushing around to be ready on time and he just jumped 
right in.  Nick also helped promote our exhibition on 
social media by selecting objects like the headlights 
featured on the cover of this issue to highlight from the 
display.  He learned a lot, fit in very well and was 
helpful and courteous to everyone.     

I look forward to attending his presentation on 
March 8 at Healdsburg High School.  I have told Nick 
to keep me in mind when he applies for jobs and/or 
scholarships, because I can highly recommend him. 

I have also enjoyed working with our Sonoma 
State University graduate student intern, Lauren 
Carriere.  Lauren’s current internship is focused on 
architectural history, so she is learning how to research 
local houses with the available resources at the 
Museum.  Her work will help us write the architectural 
descriptions of the homes that will be on the May 7 
AAUW Healdsburg Homes Tour.  We have been 
sworn to secrecy about the identifying the houses 
included on this year’s tour, but we think you will be 
thrilled.   Our thanks to Nelson and Jane Weller, Fred 
and Leota Gonzalez and the Healdsburg branch of 
AAUW for supporting our internship program. 

President’s Corner                    by Ronnie Devitt,                     

                                        Board President 

 On the first sunny Saturday in 
weeks, your hard-working Museum 
Board and Staff were in a 2017 
Strategic Planning meeting.  At least, 
we had a lovely view of the blue sky 
and green fields of Alexander Valley 

surrounding deLorimier Winery’s tasting room thanks 
to the generosity of owners Ken and Diane Wilson. 
 The meeting was productive and energizing.  
After discussing many ideas, we narrowed the field to 
five goals which should be in whole or part achievable 
in 2017: 

• Complete the newspaper digitization project 

• Create a new more user friendly website 

• Begin the process for reconfiguring the first-
floor office and research space 

• Increase membership 

• Improve fundraising and donor appreciation. 
From the Museum’s extensive archive of 

Healdsburg and Sonoma County newspapers, dating 
from 1860 to 1990, the Healdsburg Enterprise, 
Healdsburg Tribune, Sotoyome Scimitar and Russian 
River Flag have been scanned and entered the 
California Digital Newspaper Collection.  This is a 
valuable resource for local history.  Completion of this 
project requires scanning and digitizing about nine 
more years of local newspapers to bring the project up-
to-date.   It will take some added funding and several 
hours of volunteer labor, but we can do it! 

If you have ever been in the ground floor 
research room/offices for Holly, Whitney and Jane 
which is also used by Museum volunteers and visitors, 
you know that it is more akin to Grand Central Station 
than a workspace.  With the new storage facility in 
place, there is some unused space in the back room.  
This year we plan to clean up the entire area and 
consult with a space planner for future development. 
 Every strategic planning meeting discusses the 
desire to increase membership, but this year we will 
pursue a multi-pronged effort to assure the growth of 
membership.  One problem is that many question the 
advantage of membership in a Museum which proudly 
proclaims, “Admission is Always Free.”  Well, the 
simple answer is that we need those who can afford to 
become members to do so and keep our “Admission 
Always Free” policy for the entire community. 
 Stay tuned for progress reports. 



HMVA News          by Ann Howard, HMVA Co-chair 
Congratulations! Maggie Bates 

and Diane Carriger have been chosen as 
the 2017 Edwin Langhart Volunteer 
Award recipients for their outstanding 
service to HM&HS.  Two high quality 
gems!  Steve and Glenda Castelli have 
once again kindly offered their home to 

host the Langhart Award and Volunteer Appreciation 
event on Saturday, July 8.  Please save the date. 

One of the projects for the museum this year is 
to reconfigure the Research Room and back room now 
mostly empty of collections.  Stan Becker has drawn 
up floor measurements in preparation.  Holly, Whitney 
and Jane are brainstorming how the space can be used 
more efficiently by the staff, members, volunteers and 
visitors. 

Kip Miller was recently trained by Vale 
Wippert as our newest receptionist.  Welcome, Kip.   

The past reception for the new exhibit, 
“Treasures from the Museum Collection,” held on 
January 26 resulted in many compliments not only for 
the displays, but also for the delicious appetizers 
solicited by Cathy Anderson.  Thank you to all of our 
volunteers who bring the tasty treats to our receptions. 

On February 14 Holly presented a program to 
the Geyserville Chamber of Commerce entitled, “True 
Crime Valentine: the 1920 Lynching.”  It was very 
well received.  At the end of her presentation, Holly 
also talked about the Museum’s mission.  Among the 
projects she mentioned was the California Digital 
Newspaper Collection (CDNC).  To be able to search 
the local newspapers through CDNC from your home 
computer is a HUGE research tool.   

Some of the Geyserville newspapers are 
already on microfilm, but not currently part of the 
online collection.  For $2,700 we could complete 
digitization on these papers.  To date, $1,000 had 
already been donated.  After the presentation, Joe 
Pelanconi passed around a beautiful, hand-turned 
wooden bowl by Earle Cummings for additional 
donations.  That evening the Chamber members 
contributed $587!  We still have to raise $1,113.  If you 
would like to assist in funding this project, please make 
your donation to the Museum and indicate that it’s for 
the CDNC-Geyserville newspapers.   

Remember, you can also search the 19,000+ 
photos in the Museum database through our website 
(www.healdsburgmuseum.org). 

A Few Facts About Membership and Money 
by Jane Bonham, Office Manager 

Did you know that the 
Healdsburg Museum & Historical 
Society is in a special category of non-
profits?  HM&HS is a membership 
organization.  Many “memberships,” 
for example with public television or 

big city museums, are essentially fund drives with gifts 
or special access to events.   In a membership 
organization, one actually becomes a part of the 
organization, somewhat akin to union members or 
corporate stockholders (but friendlier.)   A member of 
our Museum joins the museum community, with the 
right to actively participate, including voting in 
officers at the annual meeting. 

Once upon a time, a group of folks interested in 
local history served as advisors to the City’s Museum 
which first opened to the public in a storefront 
downtown and displayed the City’s collection.  Later, 
when the City decided to move the town library and 
planned to tear down the old Carnegie library, 
community members promoted a marriage of historical 
building and historical treasures instead.  They were 
highly successful; saving the building and establishing 
the seed of an endowment to help fund it.  
(Incidentally, the Endowment only contributes to 
operating costs with a portion of the earnings each 
year, and not from the Endowment itself.) 

At the same time, a membership organization 
with non-profit status was established to support the 
Museum.  It formalized this public-private partnership.  
Initially, the public side of the partnership bore the 
lion’s share of the cost.  That time is long gone. 

Last year, the collection was transferred to the 
private side of the partnership, with the City paying for 
insurance.  HM&HS assumes the costs of housing and 
maintaining the collection.  Currently, the City also 
participates in the ongoing expenses for the building 
and grounds; keeping lights on and water running, as 
well as the HVAC, the security system, the sprinkler 
system and the elevator.   HM&HS has assumed 
financial responsibility for the staff, exhibits and 
events and the building maintenance from janitorial 
services to repairing and painting inside and out, as 
well as raising the funds to support the above.   

This brings us back to what makes it all work:  
our Museum community.  Thank you!   



Museum in the Classroom by Phyllis Chiosso Liu 

We stayed very busy during the holiday season 
hosting school field trips. Our holiday exhibition, 
“Zoom!  Toys on the Go,” was a big hit with the school 
kids.  They really enjoyed Wayne Padd’s model train, 
especially when he was there to operate it and chat with 
them.  They were also fascinated with the big pedal 
cars from the Castelli’s amazing collection.   

This year we also offered a play platform with 
a wooden train, a castle, cars, airplanes, and even a Pin 
the Tail on Mickey game.  It was fun watching the kids 
play at the Museum, especially on those rainy days!   

We are looking forward to having more schools 
visit us to explore the new exhibition, “Treasures from 
the Museum Collection.” 

We have started visiting schools again with our 
“Museum in the Classroom” module.  We are currently 
in the process of bringing our presentation, “The Pomo 
People, Healdsburg’s First Inhabitants” to the third 
graders at Fitch Mountain School.   

My presentation partner and collaborator, 
Carol Adams, has moved on to other projects.  She put 
in many hours helping to develop and present the 
program with me and I will miss her.  The good news 
is that our very own Board member and volunteer, 
Carol Peterson, has stepped in to keep the program 
going.  We had a great time in the two charter 
classrooms this month and look forward to visiting the 
other classrooms next month.  

Finally, flyers announcing the Museum’s 
annual “Family History Essay Challenge” have been 
delivered to all the public and private schools in 
Geyserville, Healdsburg and Windsor.  We encourage 
all students from 2nd through 8th grades to participate 
by writing an interesting account of a person in their 
own family’s history. The deadline to submit essays is 
April 7.  We look forward to reading this year’s young 
authors’ contributions.  The award ceremony honoring 
the winners will be held later this spring. 

As you can see, the Museum is keeping history 
alive with the children of our town! 

 

An Important Clarification 
Our recent change in naming Museum 

membership levels has caused some concern that we 
had also shifted to automatic renewal for credit card 
users.  That is not the case.  Credit cards are only 
charged once.   

Also, for the record, membership and donor 
lists are not sold to or exchanged with other 
organizations and folks may easily opt out from 
published “thank yous.” 

 

Spring Sonoma County History Course 
The Healdsburg branch 

of AAUW is pleased to 
announce the spring season of 
Forum, our popular lecture 
series.  Chris O'Sullivan, PhD., 
returns to present his new 

course, “Contested Eden:  A History of Sonoma 
County,” describing the history of Sonoma County, 
from its earliest days to our twenty-first century 
society.  It will be a fascinating look back in time with 
little known details and a few surprises along the way.   

The six-week classes will meet on Thursdays 
10:00 am to 11:30 am beginning on March 16.  Forum 
takes place at Raven Performing Arts Theater. 

The enrollment fee is $90 for the six-week 
course.  Proceeds support local educational programs 
and scholarships for women and girls.  

Additional information and registration forms 
can be found at www.healdsburg-ca.aauw.net  

Contributions in Memory of: 
 

Betty Miller from:  Carmen & Bruce Selfridge 
Jane & Nelson Weller 

Wally & Shally Schultz 
Tom & Sandi Passalacqua 

Al & Alyce Cadd 
 
 

Thanks to Our Latest 

Annual Appeal Donors 
 

Paul S. Duffey 
Tom Jordan 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Kilcullen 
Patricia & Gregory Nelson 

Mary Ott in memory of James J. Strong 
Wayne Padd 

Janet M. Pisenti 
 

Contributions in Honor of the 50th Anniversary 

of Phil and Jeanne (Leal) Hartlaub 
 

Kathleen Karmendy 
Lucille Walsh 

 



Collections Corner                                                                        by Whitney Hopkins, Assistant Curator 

A headline in the Healdsburg 
Tribune 100 years ago on March 22, 
1917 read “New School Site Proposed. 
Trustees Favor a Change of Location 
of the Healdsburg High School.”  The 
location of the high school at that time 
was at the end of Plaza Street in the 

Italianate schoolhouse built in 1877 as the private 
Healdsburg Institute, and later used as the Adventist 
school, the Healdsburg College, circa 1882-1907.  

Originally, the School Board had the idea of 
acquiring the property adjoining the existing high 
school lot, and made inquiries about the values of the 
properties.  It was determined that it would be 
significantly more expensive to do this, and would still 
provide less land than relocating the high school.  The 
School Board also thought it would be better not to 
locate the high school too close to the business section 
of town.  

 In March 1917, the HHS Board of Trustees 
obtained an option to purchase the property belonging 
to the Seventh-Day Adventists, then the site of Dr. 
Wheeler’s Sanitarium.  In 1914, Dr. Wheeler had 
converted the former Healdsburg College dormitory on 
Fitch Street to a five-story, 100 room hospital complete 
with a roof garden, electric elevator and operating 
room.  The Adventist property was approximately five 
acres.   It occupied an entire block bounded on the 
north by Lincoln Street, on the East by College Street, 
on the South by Grant Street and on the West by Fitch 
Street. 

          Also in March, 1917, it was announced that the 
HHS Board of Trustees selected William H. Weeks of 
San Francisco as the architect to prepare the 
preliminary plans for the new high school building.  At 
the time, Weeks had designed a number of schools, 
banks and libraries in other Northern California 
communities.  

By the summer of 1917, the existing buildings 
on the new high school site were demolished.  In 
November 1917, ground was broken on the new high 
school.  Despite the challenge of building during the 
first World War, the new high school opened in the fall 
of 1918.   

A sudden influenza epidemic forced the closure 
of the new school for one month.  When students did 
come back to the new high school in November, 1918, 
they were initially required to wear flu masks.  

Healdsburg High School, 1918 to 1954. 
 

This “new” high school served as Healdsburg’s 
high school until yet a “newer” high school on Prince 
Street opened in 1954. 

 

 

Board of Directors: Ronnie Devitt (President), Jim Brush (Past President), Eric Ziedrich (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu (Recording Secretary), Phil Hartlaub (Treasurer), Barry Stallard (Assistant Treasurer), Rawleigh Fjeld, Lockie Gillies, 
Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Larry Orr, Carol Peterson, Ken Spadoni (Directors) 
 
 
 

 

 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg area through 

the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the Healdsburg 

area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to support, 

operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin Langhart, Founder. 
 
 

 

Membership Dues: 
 

Benefactor: $1000  Sustaining Member: $500  Supporting Member: $250  Contributing Member: $100 
Business Premier: $500  Business: $100 

Family (2 or more): $50  Friend: $30 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia,  Printing: Amoruso Printing 
 
 
 

 



Our Sincere Appreciation to Our Generous Sponsors 
 

Amoruso Printing 

Big John’s Market 

Bosworth and Son General Merchandise 

Brandt Insurance 

Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 

Passalacqua, Mazzoni, Gladden, Lopez & Maraviglia, LLP 

Redwood Moving & Storage

 


