
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Frei Brothers Ranch and Simoncini Vineyards 

Tour and Tasting 
Friday, September 29, 2017 

 
 Join us for a private docent-led tour and tasting 
at the historic Frei Brothers Ranch Winery and the 
famed caves at Simoncini Vineyards!  This is a fun 
way to raise money for the Museum.    

On Friday, September 29, two buses will depart 
promptly at 9:30 am from the parking lot across the 
street from Healdsburg Lumber, 359 Hudson St.    
Admission to the venues will be by bus only.  Box 

lunches will be provided by Big John’s Market.  We 
will return at 3:30 pm. 

The ticket price is $100 per person.  All 
proceeds benefit the Museum.   

Don’t wait.  This event is limited to 50 people.  
For credit card purchases, call the Museum (431-
3325).  To purchase by check, make your check 
payable to “HM&HS” and drop it off at the Museum 
to guarantee your reservation. 

 

 

Calendar 
 

 
 

Healdsburg Museum 
 
 

September, 2017 
 
 

    6     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am              
           Museum Research Center 
 

    9     History Lives Pioneer Award, 
           5:30 pm, Villa Chanticleer 
           

  19     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center 
 

  29     Frei Brothers and Simoncini  
           Vineyards Tour and Tasting,   
           9:30 am to 3:30 pm 

   

 
 

October, 2017 
 
 

    4     HMVA Meeting, 9:30 am              
           Museum Research Center 
                

  17     Board Meeting, 5:30 pm  
           Museum Research Center 
 

TBA   Oak Mound Cemetery  
           Restoration Celebration 

          
 

 

221 Matheson Street 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
 

707 431 3325 

Fax 707 473 4471 
 

www.healdsburgmuseum.org 

info@healdsburgmuseum.org 
 
 

Museum Hours: 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday – Sunday 
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History Matters                                  by Holly Hoods,  
Executive Director/Curator 

We have been having a very 
busy summer with many visitors. 
Genealogy is an increasingly popular 
hobby, so we have met more than a few 
families on genealogy vacations!  In 
just the past month, we have welcomed 

researchers from Canada, southern California, 
Colorado, Ohio, New Mexico and Oregon.  Family 
names have included: Beck, Livernash, Grant, Prince, 
Laughlin and Brumfield.    

We have also been assisting FFA Board 
members Mike Brookfield and Mary Rodgers as they 
research the early history of the Future Farmers 
Country Fair and Parade.  They plan to self-publish a 
book about the founding history of the Future Farmers 
Country Fair, beginning in 1949 (the year before it 
started) through the first five years.  They are seeking 
photos and stories from people who were involved in 
the early days of the fair.  Please contact the Museum 
if you can help their efforts. 

We have recently helped several community 
members with historic building research, including 
homes on West Matheson and Johnson Streets and a 
former blacksmith shop on Healdsburg Avenue.   

The new guesthouse planned by the Sher 
family (of Hotel Healdsburg and H2Hotel) will feature 
a tie-in with Harmon Heald, so we have been providing 
historic research and photos for inspiration.   

We were also recently contacted by Bear 
Republic Brewing Company to purchase historic 
photographs for their new brew pub in Rohnert Park.   

Aside from assisting others with their research, 
we did some of our own in preparation for our August 
Magnolia Tribute event at Longboard Vineyards.  
Owner/winemaker Oded Shakked created a red 
Bordeaux blend called Magnolia Tribute in honor of 
the Magnolia Cannery, modifying a historic label from 
the cannery to use on the bottle.  He also pledged $8.00 
to the Museum for every bottle sold.  I worked with 
Assistant Curator Whitney Hopkins and our intern 
Lauren Carriere on historic cannery research.  We 
assembled a display of Magnolia Cannery photos and 
cannery artifacts from this historic business that once 
operated at 5 Fitch Street, where Longboard is located 
today.  I also brushed up on my history of nearby 
businesses for a historic walking tour of the Hudson 
Street neighborhood we offered to our participants. 

President’s Corner                    by Ronnie Devitt,                 

                                        Board President 

We seem to be in the season of 
fundraising (e.g. two Antiques and 
Arts Fairs in the Plaza, promotion of 
the sale of Longboard Vineyards’ 
Magnolia Tribute wine, the Instant 
Wine Cellar raffle, the History Lives 

Pioneer Awards Dinner and the Frei Brothers and 
Simoncini Vineyards tour and tasting). 

Some of you may be asking, “Why all this 
fundraising?”  HM&HS is neither destitute nor flush.  
However, the primary job of your Board of Directors 
is to raise money for the Museum’s operation and its 
community service programs.  There is no question 
that our Pioneer Awards Dinner and Annual Appeal 
are our primary sources of operating funds, but the 
more people we can get involved in supporting 
HM&HS, the better.   

Toward that end, we developed a new program 
for business partnerships.  Chances are that if you own 
a business in Healdsburg, you have seen the outline of 
the program and heard from our vice president, Eric 
Ziedrich, who has been reaching out to local businesses 
for support.  In fact, Eric provides specific information 
in his page 4 article in this issue of The Review. 

There are also many misconceptions in our 
community about how HM&HS is financed.  
Therefore, we are going to try to clear up those 
misconceptions and make our finances more 
transparent to the public.   

Donations from individuals remain our greatest 
source of revenue.  In this issue of The Review, we are 
including a cumulative list of memorial and tribute 
donations.   You will find the first of these listings on 
page 6. 

In the future, we will publish financial reports, 
listing the totality of donations of our generous 
individual and businesses donors – unless, of course, 
they have requested anonymity.    

If you have questions about our finances, just 
ask.  HM&HS is a public non-profit entity here to serve 
our community. 
 

Follow Healdsburg 

Museum and 

Historical Society on 

Facebook and 

Instagram 
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HMVA News         by Ann Howard, HMVA Co-chair 
Thank you to the City of 

Healdsburg for the $2,500 Healdsburg 
Community Benefit Grant.  This 
funding enabled us to purchase 
additional equipment and supplies for 
our Collections facility.  In addition to 
two rolling utility carts and some 

additional metal shelves, textile support hooks and 
archival envelopes, we now have the funding to 
purchase a much-needed rolling safety ladder.  The 
ladder will make high shelf access and storage of 
larger, lighter items much easier and safer.  I can’t wait 
to get back to help with the ongoing inventory and 
know that these additional devices will be a huge asset 
as we move items up and down the aisles.  

Please purchase your raffle tickets for the 
Instant Wine Cellar and tickets for the History Lives 
Pioneer Award event.  This year we will be honoring a 
most deserving couple, Jim and Meredith Dreisback, 
on September 9 at the Villa. 

Then on September 29 a special wine tour is 
offered, visiting the Frei Brothers Ranch (Gallo of 
Sonoma) and Simoncini Vineyards in Dry Creek 
Valley via two buses with docents.  Tickets are $100 
per person and the tour is limited to just 50 people. 

By popular demand our current exhibition, 
“Destination Healdsburg,” will be held over to 
November 5.  Then the Museum will be closed to 
install the new holiday exhibit.  We will reopen the day 
after Thanksgiving on November 24. 

I will be away from all the fun at the Museum 
for a number of weeks after August 22 when I undergo 
a second surgery at Stanford Hospital.  Thank you in 
advance to Stan Becker and Diane Carriger for 
overseeing HMVA duties in my absence.  I am eager 
to get past this, on to the road to recovery and back 
among my Museum family solving “history 
mysteries.”  Thanks to everyone for all of your kind 
wishes and energy directed my way. 

 

Almost Lost History 
by Jane Bonham, Office Manager 

Thanks to all for sharing your 
enjoyment of the current exhibition and 
the latest issue of the Russian River 
Recorder.  It is delightful to know that 
we have attained our goal:  presenting 
area history in a manner that is relevant, 

educational and appealing.   
Sometimes visitor responses result in additions 

to the presentation, when, for example, new 
information is shared from personal experience.  
Recently, longtime Museum member Frank Zak 
stopped by the office to say he enjoyed the latest issue 
of the Recorder, but that a mistake had been made.  
“Not really a mistake,” he clarified, “but that 
description of the Prune Blossom Tour wasn’t really 
complete.”   

The tour started, he reported, at the Chamber of 
Commerce two years prior to the time covered in 
Millie Howie’s Recorder article.    Frank should know, 
since he and his family (wife Eleanor and daughters 
Julie and Laurie) were the ones to meet and greet 
visitors at the Chamber building, pouring coffee and 
handing out maps.  Frank well remembers going out on 
Friday evenings to set up the signs marking the tour 
route and returning early Saturday mornings to be 
certain they remained put!   

With a wry grin, Frank told me that there were, 
however, two problems that made the Chamber a 
difficult starting point:  there was no parking and only 
a single bathroom — and that was upstairs.   

Sometimes additions are offered by telephone.  
Do you remember the article Executive 
Director/Curator Holly Hoods wrote about Gloria 
Thomas’ search for information about her mother who 
had been placed as a child at the Lytton Home?  It was 
published in the Spring, 2017 issue of the Recorder.  
Both Gloria and Holly were gratified when a 
photograph of Thomas’s mother was found.   

Gloria called not long ago to say her cousin 
found photographs of the Lytton Home. Would the 
Museum like copies? 

She wondered, “Does Holly still wear the 
necklace I made for her as a thank you?”  I told her 
enthusiastically, “Yes, she does.”   

And each time, it is an opportunity to remember 
and retell the discovery of almost lost history. 

 

Welcome Our Newest  

HM&HS Members 
 

Michelle Mercer & Bruce Golden 
Gene Naber 

Brian & Janice Schmidt 
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Newly restored fountain complete with deer resistant plants 
 

Oak Mound Cemetery Restoration Project 
by Jim Dreisback 

It is complete! 
I mentioned in so many previous articles the 

many volunteers who donated their time and worked in 
unison to finish this historic project.  Here are a few 
more of these critical supporters who helped us 
complete the last phase. 

One of our most recent contributors, Bill 
Domenichelli of Domenichelli Masonry, along with 
his son, completed the repairs to the fountain’s stone 
surround that had considerable damage.  They did a 
beautiful job of matching the old stone work and 
bringing it back to life.  Our current plan is to have the 
fountain fully functioning on special occasions.   

Completing these repairs allowed us to move 
forward with the planting project.  Katherine Bottini 
donated all of the deer resistant plants you see in the 
photo above.  With the help of her friend, Jean 
Wallace, we were able to get everything planted, 
irrigated and mulched.  We even installed a temporary 
deer fence.  The Healdsburg Garden Club has agreed 
to maintain the planting in the future. 

We also organized another cleanup session at 
the cemetery on August 11.  John Grace of Grace 
Vineyard Management generously donated four of his 
workers to join me and two volunteers, Fred Leoni and 
John Guilfoy, in doing some serious weed wacking.   

A final thanks to Healdsburg Pool Service.  
They have agreed to help the Museum maintain the 
fountain equipment. 

Thanks to the many volunteers and financial 
supporters, we have been able to make Oak Mound 
Cemetery a place you would like to visit. 

Business Partnership 
                                  by Eric Ziedrich, Vice-President 

Recognizing that Healdsburg Museum & 
Historical Society is not only a service for individuals, 
but is a valued resource for many businesses in the 
greater Healdsburg area, the Board recently decided to 
focus greater efforts on developing partnerships with 
our local business community.  The result of that focus 
is the creation of partnership support categories, 
similar to individual memberships, but crafted 
specifically for businesses. 

There are four Business Partnership categories 
based upon an annual monetary support level.  Each 
category offers a different level of services and 
benefits from the Museum.  The Business Partnership 
Levels and the corresponding benefits are as follows:  

 

Friend of the Museum - $100 per year 

• Free genealogy, property, and historical research 
by appointment 

• Russian River Recorder quarterly journal 

• The Review monthly newsletter 

• Members’ only exhibition opening receptions 

• One membership card entitling bearer to free 
admission at almost 900 museum members of the 
North American Reciprocal Museum Association 
(NARM) 

Sponsor - $500 per year 

• All benefits listed above with two membership 
cards 

• A business card size ad in The Review monthly 
newsletter and on the Museum’s website 

Patron - $1000 per year 

• All benefits listed above 

• Sponsor recognition for one Museum exhibition 

• Recognition at the History Lives Pioneer Awards 
Dinner and tickets for two 

• Invitation to one or more private tours of the 
Museum exhibition or local historical sites 

Angel - $5000 and above per year 

• All benefits listed above 

• Table for eight at History Lives Pioneer Award 
Dinner 

• Sponsorship of an issue of Russian River Recorder 
 

Solicitation letters have been distributed to 
local businesses and a number of commitments have 
already been received.  Anyone interested in 
establishing a Business Partnership may request a 
packet from the Museum staff. 
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Jim and Meredith Dreisback, 2017 
 

History Lives Pioneer Award Event  
                                                      by Holly Hoods 

On Saturday, September 9, we will hold our 
History Lives Pioneer Award celebration at the Villa 
Chanticleer in honor of Jim and Meredith (Leoni) 
Dreisback.  Longtime Museum and community 
supporters, this deserving couple will be presented 
with the Museum’s Pioneer Award for their substantial 
community enrichment, support for local history 
preservation and numerous Museum volunteer 
contributions. 

Jim’s family came to this area in the 1920s.  
Meredith’s roots in this area date back to her maternal 
great-great grandparents, the Merediths, who 
homesteaded on Westside Road in the 1850s and for 
whom she is named.  Jim and Meredith reside on a 
portion of his grandmother Kroll’s ranch on Westside 
Road.   

Jim retired as General Manager from Silveira 
Pontiac Buick GMC in 2010 after a distinguished 42-
year career.  His background in community service 
leadership extends from his neighborhood (Westside 
Community Association, Westside School Board, 
Wohler Bridge Neighborhood Association), to the City 
of Healdsburg (Oak Mound Cemetery restoration, 
Museum collections facility projects) and on to the 
County (Sonoma County Farm Bureau, Advisory 
Winery Working Group).   

Meredith was employed for seven years with 
the City of Healdsburg in Parks and Recreation, 
Finance and Administrative Records Management. 

She also worked for eleven years with the Chamber of 
Commerce.  Meredith retired in 2013 after seven years 
as the Museum’s assistant curator.   

Both Jim and Meredith are active Museum 
volunteers.  Meredith is a member of the same 
neighborhood organizations as Jim, as well as serving 
as Recording Secretary and Historian for the 
Alexander Valley Ladies Aid.   

Our reception begins at 5:30 pm, followed by a 
three-course, family-style dinner:  

 

Valette Estate Heirloom Tomato Salad  
Chilled Farro - Preserved Lemon - Fresh Mozzarella - 

Pesto Aioli 
by Chef Dustin Valette, Valette Restaurant 

Costata di Manzo Brasato 
Braised Short Ribs with Creamy Polenta and Red 

Wine Demi 
by Chef Shari Sarabi, Baci Café & Wine Bar 

Assorted Desserts 
by Downtown Bakery & Creamery 

 

Event co-chairs Jim Brush and Eric Ziedrich 
and their team have put together an appealing silent 
auction and an exciting live auction.   

The evening will also include drawings for the 
Instant Wine Cellar raffle prizes.  This year’s raffle 
prize winner could win 101 bottles, 60 bottles or 48 
bottles of premium Sonoma County wine.  Additional 
raffle tickets will also be available that evening.  

Your attendance at this year’s History Lives 
Pioneer Award event supports our Honorees and the 
Museum.  This is our biggest fundraiser.   

There may still be a few tickets left.  Contact 
the Museum (431-3325) to make your reservation. 
 

“Destination Healdsburg” Held Over                                             

Our current exhibition, “Destination 
Healdsburg,” has been one of our best attended shows 
in recent years, attracting the interest of locals and 
visitors alike. Focusing on the rich and surprising 
history of Healdsburg tourism, this topical exhibition 
presents historical artifacts, stories and photos of 
Healdsburg’s little-known tourism history.  Our guests 
have especially appreciated Jon Lacaillade’s scale 
architectural replica of West Street (Healdsburg 
Avenue) during the 1930s when tourist promotion was 
in its heyday.  Due to its overwhelming popularity, 
“Destination Healdsburg” has been extended through 
November 5.  
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Tributes 
 The Healdsburg Museum & Historical Society is grateful for the following memorial and honorary gifts 
received between December 1, 2016 and August 15, 2017: 

 

In Memory of 
Charles Baranzini Jr 

Norma Passarino 
 

Helendale Barrett 

Mike & Judy Belli 
 

Donald Blumenthal 

Jeanne & Phil Hartlaub 
 

Frank Carvalho 

Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

Frank Carvalho, Jr. 

Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

Anita Colombano 

Shirley & Rich Buchignani 
Rita & John Lawson 
 

Bettie Crandall 

Marcia Teuschler 
 

Norma Rafanelli Cousins 

Lois Grace 
 

Roy Davis 

Nancy Davis 
 

Sandra Etter 

Ann Devincenzi 
 

Donald J. Frediani 

Nina Blake 
Michael, Nicole &  
Erica Frediani 
Ira & Ruth Rosenberg 
Anne & Richard Ruben 
 

Dolores Gagliardo 

Shirley Buchignani 
Marilyn Haywood 
James Soracco 
 

Len & Bea Gilbert  
Paul & Elizabeth Gilbert 
 

Kurt Hahn 

Billie Harrison 
 

Steve Hajdu 

Lois Grace 
 

Virginia Halpin 

Nancy Ellis 
 

Willie Kam 

Jeanne & Phil Hartlaub 
 

Eleanor Leoni 

Dave & Darla Budworth 
Marcia Teuschler 
 

Eugene Mackey III 

Kathryn & Art Dublin 
Barry & Sally Jo Smith 
 

Marion McConnell 

Herb & Wendy Steiner 
 

Betty Miller 

Al & Alyce Cadd 
Jim & Meredith Dreisback 
Billie Harrison 
Pamela Vana-Paxhia  
Ed & Phyllis Liu 
Nancy & William McNamara  
Tom & Sandi Passalaqua 
Norma Passarino 
Ted & Kay Robinson 
Ralph & Janice Sceales 
Wally & Shally Schultz 
Carmen & Bruce Selfridge 
Jane & Nelson Weller 
 

Kent Mitchell 

Lois Grace 
Healdsburg (Noon) Rotary 
Sue Ross 
 

Barclay Nalley 

Shirley Buchignani 
Ron & Arlene Kron 
Cindy & Greg Martin 
Norma Passarino 
Joe & Vivienne Rochioli 
Lewis & Irene Sbrana 
Wanda Scalione 
Bruce & Carmen Selfridge 
 

Lewis A. Norton 

Liz & Bruce Johnson 
 

Robert O’Neill 

Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

Don Peters 

Shirley & Rick Buchignani 
 

Ray Puccioni 

Lois Grace 
 

Robert D. Rawlins 

Michael S. Turrini 
 

Gene Ricci 

Ron & Arlene Kron 
Janet Pisenti 
Ernestine Reiman 
James Soracco 
 

Bob Simon 

Ron & Arlene Kron 
 

Connie Tankersley 

Marcia Teuschler 
 

Ruby Wasson 

Lois Grace 
 

In Honor of
Phil & Jeanne Leal Hartlaub 

Kathleen Karmendy 
Lucille Walsh  

Jon Lacaillade & Pamela Vana-Paxhia 

Maryl & Wayne Lindahl
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Collections Corner                                                                           by Whitney Hopkins, Assistant Curator 

It’s been a year since the 
Museum’s historic collections were 
moved to our storage facility on 
Kennedy Lane.  Each week, volunteers 
work on taking inventory.  Handling 
thousands of artifacts, looking for 
accession numbers and checking to see 

if they have been cataloged, photographed and entered 
in our collections database is a time-consuming and 
sometimes tedious process.  We have made significant 
progress – thanks to these hardworking volunteers.  It’s 
also a great opportunity to re-examine and better 
appreciate our collection.   

One category that we are rediscovering and 
reacquainting ourselves with is our photograph albums 
and scrapbooks.  Although we already have over 
20,000 photos digitized, many of these albums contain 
additional images that have not yet been cataloged, 
scanned and added to our database or website.  They 
offer unique snapshots and portraits of times gone by.   

This photo is one that we recently uncovered.  
It was taken by Hardy, a photographic studio in 
Healdsburg.  It is a portrait of Joey Prince and cousin 
Russell Wolcott, circa 1901.  (Prince Street is named 
after the Prince family.)  Donated by Joey’s sister 
Eloise Prince Liston in 1977, it had been accessioned, 
but not scanned or cataloged.  Sadly, Joey Prince died 
not long after this photo was taken following an 
accidental fall in 1902.  We will gladly add this newly 
“found” photo to our electronic catalog, which is also 
available on the Museum website.

           Joey Prince and cousin Russell Wolcott, c.1901 

  

 

Board of Directors: Ronnie Devitt (President), Jim Brush (Past President), Eric Ziedrich (Vice-President), Phyllis Chiosso 
Liu (Recording Secretary), Phil Hartlaub (Treasurer), Barry Stallard (Assistant Treasurer), Rawleigh Fjeld, Lockie 
Gillies, Ann Howard, Jeanne Leal-Hartlaub, Carol Peterson, Kay Robinson, Ken Spadoni (Directors) 
 

The mission of the Healdsburg Museum and Historical Society is to record the history of the Healdsburg area through 
the collection and preservation of historical materials; to actively foster the appreciation of local history of the 

Healdsburg area through educational programs, activities and historical research; and to provide finances for, and to 
support, operate and manage the Healdsburg Museum.  Edwin Langhart, Founder. 
 

 

Membership Levels: 
Friend: $30  Family (2 or more): $50 

Contributing Member: $100  Supporting  Member: $250   
Sustaining Member: $500  Benefactor: $1,000 

 

Newsletter Editor: Pamela Vana-Paxhia,  Printing: Amoruso Printing 
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Our Sincere Appreciation to Our Generous Sponsors 
 

Amoruso Printing 

Big John’s Market 

Bosworth and Son General Merchandise 

Brandt Insurance 

Eddinger Enterprises Inc. 

Passalacqua, Mazzoni, Gladden, Lopez & Maraviglia, LLP 

Redwood Moving & Storage 


